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Keetoowah Cherokee 2013 Spring Break Camp

These young fellows enjoy the art of basket weaving during the UKB 
Spring Break culture camp.

The skill of blowgun making and the materials used for making 
darts were presented to the young children.

Marie Jinks from Zoo Safari brought some exotic animals for camp 
participants to see.

The young participants used colorful beads to create key chains and 
necklaces during the camp.

Corey Still seeks answers from the young students as they learn 
about their heritage and traditions.

Wesley Proctor gives the young campers a history lesson as they 
tour the John Hair Museum.

A red ball is used as a teaching tool as Peggy Girty teaches the young 
students how to learn the Cherokee language.

A young camper and Nate Wolfe demonstrates the technique 
of how to toss and catch the ball during a stickball game.

The skill of 
tear dress 
making is 
taught to the 
young camp 
participants. Museum di-

rector Ernes-
tine Berry, 
teaches the 
history of the 
UKB to the 
camp partici-
pants.
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Keetoowah Cherokee 2013 Spring Break Camp

Robert Lewis chooses a willing participant to help tell a story dur-
ing his storytelling session.

One of many activities during this year’s UKB spring break culture 
camp was cornhusk doll making.

Who says stickball isn’t a rough game? Corey Still tries to steal the 
ball away from one of the players.

Peggy Girty holds up a paper plate with the color yellow as she 
asks what the word for yellow is in the Cherokee language.

Charlotte Wolfe shows how turtle shells are used to make shell 
shakers for traditional stomp dances to the camp participants.

Snake charm-
er and han-
dler Woody 
Hansen 
teaches how 
to identify 
different types 
of snakes and 
safety.

Camp participants enjoy the sunny day by playing kick ball while 
they exercise outdoors.

Jascon King-
fisher ex-
plains the 
technique of 
making ball 
sticks out of 
hickory wood.

Betty Frogg 
shows young 
students the 
art of basket 
weaving.
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After a hard game of kick the ball, the young camp participants are 
treated to a nice cold snow cone.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Menus are subject to 

change without  
notice. For more info call: 

(918) 772-4380  
(918) 772-4379 

Or (918) 772-4378 

Milk, Tea, Coffee 
  & Water   

Served Daily 
 During Lunch 

11:30 – 1:00 

 1 BBQ Brisket on 
Bun 
Potato Logs 
BBQ Baked Beans 
Salad & Dessert 

2 Vegetarian Day 
Baked Potato w/
fixings, Grilled  
Veggies, Texas Toast 

Salad & Dessert 

3    ELDER 
      NUTRITION  
         CENTER 
         CLOSED 
       

4 

5 6 Spaghetti /Meat 
Sauce 
Grilled Veggies 
Garlic Toast 
Salad & Dessert 

7 Roast Beef w/  
Potatoes & Carrots 
Hot Wheat Roll 
Salad, Strawberry 
Shortcake 

8 Fried Chicken 
Mashed Potato's &  
Gravy, Biscuit 
Green Beans 
Salad & Dessert 

9 White Beans w/
Bacon, Greens 
Grilled Potato's 
Cornbread 
Salad & Dessert 

10 “Fishing Day” 
  UKB River Park 
    11:00—12:30? 
 

11  

12 13 Turkey & Cheese 
Sandwich w/fixings 
Tomato Soup 
Broccoli Salad 
Cherry Cake 

14     TRIBAL  
OFFICES CLOSED 
     EMPLOYEE  
APPRECIATION 
           DAY 

15 Chicken & 
Dumplings, Corn 
Green Beans 
Hot Roll, Salad  
Banana Pudding 

16 Homemade Chile 
Hominy 
Cheese stick 
Cornbread 
Salad & Dessert 

17    “Brunch” 
10:30am -12:00pm 
 

18 

19 20 Bean Burrito w/
Chile & Cheese 
Spanish Rice 
Corn 
Salad & Dessert 

21 Chicken Fried 
Steak w/Gravy 
Masked Potatoes 
Broccoli, Hot Roll 
Salad  & Fresh Fruit 

22 Cheeseburger w/
fixings on Bun 
Tator Tots 
Pork N Beans 
Salad & Sherbet 

23 Traditional Lunch 

Ham & Brown 
Beans, Hominy 
Fry Bread 
Salad & Apple Pie 

24  
        TRIBAL  
       OFFICES 
       CLOSED 
        HOLIDAY 

25 

26 27   TRIBAL 
 OFFICES CLOSED 
      MEMORIAL 
             DAY  
       HOLIDAY 

28 Chicken Strips 
w/Gravy, Hot Roll 
Mashed Potato's 
Mixed Veggies 
Salad & Fresh Fruit 

29 Catfish w/Tartar 
Sauce, French Fries 
Black-eyed Peas 
Hushpuppies 
Coleslaw & Dessert 

30 Supreme Pizza 
Mac & Cheese 
Green Beans 
Cheesy Breadstick 
Salad & Dessert 

31  CLOSED  
CLEANING DAY 
 

 

2013 

Nutrition Analysis Includes 2% Milk, Each Meal Meets 1/3 of The Recommended RDA Requirements 

Title VI Jim Proctor Elder Nutrition Center—Native American 55+ (UKB or CDIB Card) Spouses & or Volunteers/Guest Meals $3.50 

AG......................................................................................................................continued from Page 1 
in 2006 and since then numerous 
legal and community organiza-
tions have honored her for her pro-
fessional achievements and civic 
contributions.
 Most notable is her inclu-
sion in the forthcoming 2013 edi-
tion of the prestigious “Chambers 
USA Guide to America’s Leading 
Lawyers for Business” for her work 
in the area of Native American law.  
 In 2012, the Tulsa County 
Bar Association honored Vaughn 
with its Outstanding Young Lawyer 
Award and Outstanding Commu-
nity Service Award.  More recent-
ly, Tulsa Business & Legal News 
named her to its 2013 class of The 

Tulsa 40, honoring young profes-
sionals who have made a positive 
impact on the business and civic 
communities before the age of 40.
 In addition to being ad-
mitted to practice in tribal courts, 
Vaughn is admitted to practice 
in all state and federal courts in 
Oklahoma, the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Columbia, U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Tenth 
Circuit and the U.S. Court of Fed-
eral Claims.  
 She has also represented 
the interests of the UKB before 
the BIA, Interior Board of Indian 
Appeals, National Indian Gaming 
Commission, U.S. District Court 

Hair.........cont. from Page 1
compassion for the people. She 
said he shares all the credit with 
those who came before him and 
after him for what the tribe has 
achieved so far.
 During the reception, Hair 
said a prayer, thanking God for 
another year and allowing the 
Keetoowahs to prosper and con-
tinue to do so. 
 “It’s an awesome feeling, 
you know,” said Hair. “I’m real hap-
py. The good Lord has blessed me. 
I know that I’m in the twilight of 
my life and happy.”

UKB May 2013 
Calendar of 

Council, District and 
Special Meetings

 May 4          UKB Regular Council  
        Meeting, 10 a.m.
      UKB Community  
       Services Building

 May 9            Illinois District 
     Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
   Vian Satellite Office

 May 9     Sequoyah District 
                           Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
                   Sallisaw Satellite Office

 May 10   Tahlequah District                   
                                Meeting, 6 p.m.
                Jim Proctor Elder Center                                          

 May 16        Goingsnake and Flint             
                Districts Meeting, 6 p.m.  
         Stilwell Satellite Office

 May 23       Cooweescoowee        
            District Meeting, 5:30 p.m.                                
       First Christian Church, Pryor

Tribal Offices Closed May 14

United Keetoowah Band Tribal 
Offices will be closed on Tuesday, 
May 14 for Employee Apprecia-
tion Day.  Offices will re-open on 
Wednesday, May 15.

Tribal Offices Closed for Me-
morial Day
 
The United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma 
tribal offices will be closed Fri-
day, May 24 and Monday, May 27 
in observance of Memorial Day.  
Offices will re-open on Tuesday, 
May 28.  We wish everyone and 
their families a safe holiday.

Education notice
Students who are tribally funded 
need to submit an official tran-
script by June 7 to the Education 
Department to receive their final 
payment for the spring semester.

Students in grades 8 through 10 
who are applying for Oklahoma 
Promise (a state program to help 
with college expenses)  need to 
have their applications post-
marked by July 1. Applications 
are available in the UKB Educa-
tion Department or on the state 
website at https://secure.okcol-
legestart.org/applications/Okla-
homa_Promise/apply.html.

Chilocco Indian School Reunion
Class of 1963

May 31, June 1 
on the Chilocco campus

For more information, call Ida 
Jane (McCoy) Johnson at 918-207-
0073 or 918-284-1703.

for the Northern District of Okla-
homa, U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia and the U.S. 
Court of Federal Claims.
 “My work over the past few 
years as a member of the United 
Keetoowah Band's outside legal 
team has been both challenging 
and rewarding,” said Vaughn. “I 
am humbled that the Council has 
continued to put its faith in my 
firm, McAfee & Taft, and in me, 
as attorney general.  I am excited 
to serve the tribe as its attorney 
general and to have the continued 
opportunity to play a part in the 
bright and prosperous future of the 
Keetoowah Cherokee people.”

Water supplies were delivered by the UKB Lighthorse to the Kenwood community April 18. On 
April 19 they delivered water to the Lost City community. 

M. Thomas Jordan/GCN

UKB tribal member Cherokee Lynn Sacks carries the United Keetoowah Band flag as she marches 
in the Azalea Festival Parade in Muskogee with her fellow members of the Muskogee County 
Indian Education Program. 

Courtesy Photo
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 Students from 31 schools 
and 11 tribes across Oklahoma 
spent their spring break learning 
and living the Keetoowah Chero-
kee culture.
 The one-week camp broke 
attendance records with 135 camp-
ers on Wednesday, and pulled in an 
average of 125 campers a day for 
the week. Last year saw an average 
of 90 to 100 campers a day.
 Staff broke up the campers 
into two age groups—Kindergar-
ten through third grade for the 
youngest and fourth through ninth 
grades for the oldest. High school 
students served as youth helpers.
 Language instructors Bar-
bara Girty, Illinois District repre-
sentative, and Travis Wolfe started 
each morning teaching the young-
est group the Keetoowah Cherokee 
language. They played games with 
the campers such as “Duck, duck, 
goose” to make the experience 
more memorable and fun.
 During this time, the older 
group started their day with vari-
ous activities. (The two groups 
switched places halfway through 
the morning.)

Monday

 Robert Lewis started the 
morning telling the campers Cher-
okee stories loaded with morals. 
That afternoon, the campers played 
kickball, made baskets and beaded 
necklaces. 

Tuesday 

 The campers visited the 
John Hair Culture Center and Mu-
seum. Ernestine Berry, museum 

Spring break culture camp breaks attendance record
By M. Thomas Jordan
 GCN Special Writer

director, Barbara Girty, assistant 
director, and Wes Proctor, archi-
vist, taught the campers the true 
history of the United Keetoowah 
Band. They also dispelled misin-
formation about the tribe.
 After lunch, they played 
stickball outside. John and Ma-
rie Jinks of Zoo Safari from Lo-
cust Grove brought in a number 
of animals ranging from a South 
American guinea pig to a Central 
African monitor to an Australian 
bearded dragon. The Jinks allowed 
the campers to pet some of the ani-
mals.
 Lighthorse served snow 
cones to the campers at the end of 
the day.

Wednesday

 Betty Frogg taught the 
campers how to make cornhusk 
dolls in the morning.
 That afternoon, the camp-
ers took a round-robin approach 
to cultural displays. Six presenters 
set up stations inside the Wellness 
Center covering stickball sticks, 
flat reed basket making, music, 
blowguns, tear dresses and snake 
safety. The campers spent approxi-
mately 30 minutes at each station 
before moving to the next one.

Thursday

 Summer King, environ-
mental technician, taught the 
campers about protecting the envi-
ronment. Then, she sent the camp-
ers on a scavenger hunt to learn 
more about recycling.

Friday

 Nate Wolfe brought his 

collection of stickball sticks and 
taught the campers some of the 
various rules to the game and how 
to catch and throw the ball.. 
 His wife, Charlotte Wolfe, 
taught the campers about stomp 
dances. She told them that it takes 
both men and women dancers to 
make a stomp dance happen, each 
sex with its own responsibilities.
 Choogie Kingfisher, cul-
tural coordinator, and Cindy Hair, 
cultural coordinator, said this 
is the seventh year the tribe has 
sponsored the spring break culture 
camp. The camp grows each year, 
and both claim that this was the 
best year, yet. 
 “I must give the credit to 
my incredible staff and teachers,” 
said Kingfisher. “They are the rea-
son that this camp is so success-
ful. Our language teachers—Peggy 
Girty and Travis Wolfe—done a 
fine job with the kids. Our coun-

selors—Jascon Kingfisher, Car-
men Daniels and Corey Still—and 
our presenters—Marie Bendabout, 
Robert Lewis, Miss UKB Trista 
Vaughn, Zoo Safari, Barbara Mc-
Daniel, Betty Frogg, Tim King-
fisher, Lisa Larue-Baker and her 
husband, John Baker, Tradition 
Keeper-Leona Bendabout, snake 
man Woody Hansen, UKB Ligh-
thorse, UKB Environmental De-
partment, Dawne DuShane, Nate 
and Charlotte Wolfe and all those 
that I missed I apologize. You have 
made a difference.”
 Kingfisher also thanked the 
youth volunteers—Stevi Kingfish-
er, Nikiah Wright, Jakkie Wright, 
Robert Smith, Franny Bendabout, 
Raelie Grayson, Lauren Grayson, 
Raven Shade, Jess Robbins, Hawk-
ta Johnston, Desmon Noriega, and 
Nicolette Stroud—who, he says, 
did a wonderful job in making the 
camp a success.

Students were taught safety along with culture, language and tradi-
tions at this year’s UKB Spring break culture camp.

 On Saturday, March 23, 
approximately 3,500 eggs stuffed 
with candy, and six containing the 
winnings for the chief and assistant 
chief ’s prizes, lie in wait in their re-
spective sections. 
 As the start time ap-
proached, children and their par-
ents filed in under the pavilion at 
the UKB grounds, Easter baskets 
in hand and bundled up to brave 
the chilly, rainy conditions. 
 The first children to line up 
were the 1- to 2-year old division. 
They hunted 500 eggs and the vic-

Egg hunt a success despite weather

By Lindsey Bark
 GCN Reporter

Young children along with their parents hunt Easter eggs on a cold 
Saturday afternoon at the annual UKB Easter Egg Hunt.

tors came out to who had the most 
eggs for a boy and girl. For the boys 
it was Sequoyah Johnston with 31 
eggs, and for the girls it was Sugi 
Wolfe with 20 eggs. They both 
received an Easter basket full of 
goodies and a $10 gift card.
 The next children to line up 
were the 3- to 5-year old division, 
6- to 8-year old division and the 9- 
to 12-year old division. They each 
hunted 1,000 eggs in their sections. 
The winners for these divisions did 
not measure by how many eggs 
picked up, but by who found the 
chief ’s egg and the assistant chief ’s 
egg. 

 The winners for 
the 3- to 5-year old divi-
sion were Nevaeh King-
fisher finding the chief ’s 
egg and Andrea Rus-
sell finding the assistant 
chief ’s egg. Kingfisher 
won a wagon and Russell 
won a Big Flyer tricycle. 
 The winners for 
the 6- to 8-year old divi-
sion were Mikah Vann 
finding the chief ’s egg 
and Logan Neely finding 
the assistant chief ’s egg.  
Vann won a red bike 
and Neely won a Razor 
scooter.
 The winners for 
the 9- to 12-year old di-
vision were Mahallie 
Nofire finding the chief ’s 
egg and Hayden Fish-
inghawk finding the as-
sistant chief ’s egg. Nofire 
won a purple bike and 
Fishinghawk won a blue 
bike.
 There were ap-
proximately 150 chil-
dren participating in this 
year’s egg hunt. 
 There was also an 
egg toss with 12 teams. 
Jess Robbins and Jayson 
Robbins were the win-
ners, lasting through the 
distance between them. 
They each received a $15 
gift card. 

Lindsey Bark/GCN

Lindsey Bark/GCN

UKB to Sponsor Health Fair 
Events in Three Districts

 The United Keetoowah Band once 
again will be partnering with Florida At-
lantic University to sponsor a health fair 
and cultural exchange in June.
 This year’s program will be offered 
in three communities, and will be offered 
for a different age group in each commu-
nity. 
 The health fair in Kenwood will be 
offered to students grades K - 8, the health 
fair in Tahlequah will be offered to elders 
ages 55 up;  and the health fair in Jay will 
be offered for older youth ages 12-19.  
 For more information, call the UKB 
Health Department at 918-458-6708.

A representative from the 
Oklahoma Insurance Depart-
ment / Medicare Assistance 
Program is scheduled to be at 
the  Jim Proctor Elder Center 
May 6 from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 
to speak about the 4 parts of 
Medicare. 

Medicare is the federal health 
insurance program available to 
all people at age 65.  It is also 
available to people under age 65 
with certain disabilities. People 
of any age who have end-stage 
renal disease or Lou Gehrig’s 
(ALS) can qualify, as well.
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Tribal Elders volunteer to fill over 3,000 plastic eggs with sweets for 
the annual UKB Easter egg hunt.

Parents and grandparents brave the cold March weather as they 
bring their children and grandchildren to hunt Easter eggs.

The Easter bunnies pose with UKB volunteers who took time out 
from their busy schedule to hide Easter eggs for the children.

Jess and Jason Robbins were presented with $15 gift cards for win-
ning this year’s egg toss.

Sequoyah Johnston and Sugi Wolfe won in the 1-2 age group with 
the most eggs. Each won a $10 gift card.

Nevaeh Kingfisher won a wagon for finding the Chief ’s egg while 
Andrea Russell won a Big Flyer for finding Assist. Chief ’s egg.

Mikah Vann won a Red Bike for finding the Chief ’s egg while Neely 
Logan won a Razor Scooter for finding Assist. Chief ’s egg.

Mahallie Nofire won a Blue Bike for the Chief ’s egg while Hayden 
Fishinghawk won a Purple Bike for the Assist. Chief ’s egg.

This young 
K e e t o o w a h 
member finds 
an egg mine 
as he fills his 
sack up with 
eggs filled 
with goodies.

This young 
fellow seems 
to be in pain 
and agony as 
he catches an 
egg toss by his 
fellow team-
mate.

Annual Keetoowah Cherokee Easter Egg Hunt
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UNITED KEETOOWAH BAND
Mail to: P.O. Box 746  Tahlequah, OK 74465

Deliver in Person: 18263 W. Keetoowah Circle  Tahlequah,OK 74464
Phone: (918)453-9375 & Fax: (918)453-9345

Spring 2013 Elderly Assistance Program

Must be an Exclusive Member of the United Keetoowah Band between the ages of 55-64 and been a 
member for 1 year. Exclusive members 65 and older immediately qualify after Council approval of new enrollees. You
must have an updated enrollment form and a completed Elderly Assistance Program form on file with
the Enrollment Office.

Tribal Member:__________________(_______________)__________________/_________________
      Last Name           Maiden       First Name      Middle initial

District Name_______________________Roll Number:_________Enrollment Date_____/_____/____

Social Security Number:__________________________________ Date of Birth:_____/_____/_____

Phone:_( ____ )___________________________Alternative Phone:_(_____)___________________

Physical Address:__________________________________Apt.#___________________________
            Street/Route
          _____________________   ________       Zip Code_________________________

       City    State

Mailing Address:_________________________________________________________
            Street/Route
          _____________________   ________       Zip Code____________________

       City    State

I understand my check will be mailed to my mailing address

I verify that I am over the age of 55 and that I have been an exclusive UKB tribal member for one year
and therefore eligible to receive the Tribe's Elderly Assistance Program.

_________________________________________________          ______________________
Signature Date

_________________________________________________          ______________________
Witness Signature                                                                     Date

Verified By:_________________________________Date:_______________PO#__________

 The United 
Keetoowah Band of Chero-
kee Indians in Oklahoma 
will begin taking applica-
tions for the Spring 2013 
Elder Assistance Program. 
The UKB Elder Assistance 
Program provides all tribal 
elders over 55 years of age 
semi-annual financial assis-
tance in the amount of $300 
for each period. This is to 
assist Keetoowah Cherokee 
elders with funding they can 
utilize at their discretion. 
 The tribe will be tak-
ing the first round of appli-
cations from May 6 through 
noon on May 23.   The appli-
cations will also be accepted 
the last week of May and 
for two weeks in June. The 
last day for accepting appli-
cations is noon on June 14.  
Applications will be taken on 
the days the tribe is open on 
Monday through Thursday 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
on Fridays until noon.  .  
 Tribal offices will be 

closed May 14 for Employee 
Appreciation Day; and May 
24 and 27 for Memorial Day 
Holidays.
 Eligible elders must 
be an exclusive member. All 
required documents for ex-
clusive membership must be 
on file in the enrollment of-
fice. Elders age 55-64 must 
be exclusive members for 
one year at the time of assis-
tance application. Exclusive 
members 65 and older  im-
mediately qualify for assis-
tance after council approval 
of the enrollee. All eligible 
members in a household will 
receive the Elder Assistance.
 Applications may be 
cut out of the May issue of 
the Gaduwa Cherokee News, 
or picked up at any tribal 
or satellite office. A new ap-
plication must be submitted 
each time the program dis-
perses checks. If there are 
any changes to the applica-
tion from the last time the 
applicant applied such as 

change of address, applicants 
must come in person to the 
Enrollment office.  
 Completed applica-
tions may be turned in by 
fax, mail, or direct delivery 
to the Tribal Enrollment of-
fice located in the UKB Com-
munity Services Building at 
the UKB Tribal Complex on 
Keetoowah Circle off West 
Willis Road in Tahlequah. 
The fax number is (918) 453-
9345.
 All Elder Assistance 
checks will be mailed.  As-
sistance checks for appli-
cants who applied May 6 - 23 
will be mailed on May 28th. 
Checks for applicants who 
apply from May 28 - 31 will 
be mailed June 5, for appli-
cants who apply from June 
3-7 will be mailed June 11, 
and checks for applicants 
who apply June 10 - 14 will 
be mailed on June 18.    
 For more informa-
tion, call the enrollment of-
fice at (918) 453-9375.

Keetoowah Cherokee Elder 
Assistance for Spring 2013

Pictured are left to right, Norman “Hominy” Littledave, “State 
Commander” John (Wes) Benge, Skunk, “National Commander” 
James E. Koutz, Pat Oyebi, Jacob Littledave singer, Tim Washhee, 
Wes Proctor, kneeling.

The Kituwah Intertribal Singers presented three songs in honor:  
the Flag Song, the Memorial Song and the Victory Song, all in the 
Keetoowah Cherokee language.

Attention: Presumptions 
Available to All Veterans
The VA presumes service connection for non-Hodg-
kin’s Lymphoma occurring in Veterans who served in 
Vietnam as well as Blue Water Veterans who served 
on its offshore waters; these Veterans do not need to 
prove a connection between their disease and mili-
tary service to be eligible to receive VA disability 
compensation.

Also, VA presumes that Lou Gehrig’s Disease (amyo-
trophic lateral sclerosis or ALS) diagnosed in a Vet-
eran from any era is related to their military service, 
as long as they served on active duty for at least 90 
continuous days.

Source: www.publichealth.va.gov

For more information about veteran’s issues or for 
help filing claims, contact UKB Veteran’s representa-
tive Jacob Littledave at 918-456-8698.

Obituary
 Harold L Mann Jr. age 45, of Eucha, Oklahoma 
passed from this life on March 2, 2013. Mr. Mann 
was born on July 26, 1967 in Taylorville, Illinois 
to Harold L. Mann Sr. and Viola Buzzard. Harold 
was a member of the United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokees; he loved to fish, Bar-B-Q, loved to have 
cookouts, play horseshoes and enjoyed woodwork-
ing. 
 Harold is survived by wife Charlene of Tul-
sa, Oklahoma; two daughters, Cassandra Mann of 
P r y o r, O k l a -
h o m a a n d 
Ashley Taylor 
a n d h u s -
b a n d Paul of 
C h a n - d l e r , 
O k l a - homa;  
and one s o n , 
Marcus M a n n 
of Stil- w e l l , 
O k l a - homa; 
t w o s t e p -
daugh- t e r s , 
Chr is- t i a n 
P a r - son of 
T u l s a a n d 
Aman- d a 
Parson, also of 
Tulsa; one step-son, Joe Parson of Tulsa.
 He is also survived by six sisters: Cheryl 
Kneeland of Grove; Donna Parson and husband 
Ed of Broken Arrow; Marla Gooding and husband 
Stoney of Jay; Beverly Trout and husband John of 
Langley and Linda Fleming and husband Ted of Il-
linois. He is survived by one brother: Paul Mann 
and wife Donna of Illinois. His mother and father, 
Viola Moore and husband George of Pryor, OK 
and Harold L. Mann Sr. and wife Marian of Salina, 
Kansas.  
 Mr. Mann is also survived by thirteen grand-
children, numerous nieces, nephews, cousins, 
aunts, uncles and a host of other relatives and 
friends. Harold was preceded in death by one 
brother, Travis Easter, twin sons Harold and Ger-
ald Mann, nephews Steven and Colten Gooding, 
brother-in-law Ralph Kneeland and his grandpar-
ents Lloyd and Emma Buzzard and George and 
Lola Mann.

Harold Mann
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 Northeastern State Univer-
sity held its annual symposium on 
the American Indian with the offi-
cial opening Wednesday, April 10, 
in the University Center Ballroom. 
This year’s theme was “Technology 
Past, Technology Future: A Woven 
Link” and the agenda was filled 
with various activities revolving 
around that idea.
 The week’s agenda held key-
note addresses, workshops, lun-
cheons, student activities, semi-
nars, cultural demonstrations and 
traditional games. The symposium 
ended with a powwow on Friday 
and Saturday nights, April 12 and 
13, in the UC Ballroom.

Wednesday, April 10

 NSU’s Native American 
Student Association opened the 
symposium with Dr. Phyllis Fife, 
director of Center for Tribal Stud-
ies and master of ceremonies, Tra-
vis Wolfe, NASA Chief. The United 
Keetoowah Band’s Honor Guard 
presented the colors with Kelly 
Anquoe, Pat Oyebi and the NSU 
drum group playing a flag song on 
the drum. 

41st Annual NSU Symposium on the American Indian

By Lindsey Bark
      GCN Reporter

Dr. Daniel Wildcat, Muscogee Creek and Yuchi, spoke to students 
and visitors at the 41st Annual NSU Symposium of the American 
Indian.

 Tsa-li-si Pittman graced the 
audience with a Cherokee hymn 
followed by a welcome from NSU 
President Steve Turner, UKB Chief 
George Wickliffe and CNO princi-
pal Chief Bill John Baker. 
 The first keynote address 
was Charles Chief Boyd. He pre-
sented “Cherokee National His-
torical Society and Technology: a 
51-year perspective.” He recalled 
the time when he first wanted to 
become an architect. Boyd is re-
sponsible for the creation of the 
Cherokee Heritage Center located 
in Park Hill through a thesis proj-
ect at the University of Colorado. 
He has worked with several tribes 
through the years to help them vi-
sualize architectural structures like 
the heritage center.
 Following Boyd, the Ken-
wood Community Children’s 
Choir sang two Cherokee hymns 
under the direction of Tricia Nich-
ols. 
 After lunch, Dr. Daniel Lit-
tlefield, director of the Sequoyah 
National Research Center, pre-
sented “Paper Archives in a Digital 
World.” He addressed the main-
tenance of archives in paper form 
verses digital form, and how the 
two may vary 500 years from now. 

 Dr. Daniel Wildcat, dean 
of the college of natural and social 
sciences at Haskell Indian Nations 
University, presented “Shaping the 
Future of Technology with Indi-
genuity.” He addressed maintain-
ing histories and traditions by 
utilizing technology and creating 
culture diffusion. Wildcat chal-
lenged listeners to take modern 
ideas around them and make them 
uniquely their own, tagging it as 
“Indigenization.”
 As part of the Cherokee 
Scholars series, Dr. Jeff Corntassel, 
associate professor at the Univer-
sity of Victoria, Canada, presented 
the “Power of Peoplehood: Indig-
enous Pathways to Resurgence.” He 
addressed everyday acts of renewal 
and self-determination. Corntas-
sel challenged listeners in thinking 
about how their ancestors would 
recognize them as indigenous. 

Thursday, April 11

 Wyman Kirk, Cherokee 
language instructor at NSU, and 
his Cherokee students hosted an 
afternoon card game, dubbing it 
“Cherokee UNO.” Cherokee stu-
dents demonstrated the classic card 
game UNO using game terminolo-
gy in the Cherokee language. Card 
number, color and the type of card 
played had Cherokee translations. 
Volunteers got a chance to play and 
learn the Cherokee language at the 
same time.
 For the Cherokee Scholars 
series, America Meredith, adjunct 
instructor for Santa Fe Commu-
nity College, presented “Strung 
Together: Beadwork in Cherokee 
Society.” Dr. Melissa Lewis, visiting 
professor from University of Ak-
ron, presented “Integrated Health-
care: How traditional health beliefs 
have informed the current medical 
system.”
 

Friday, April 12

 Wyman Kirk lined up an-

other Cherokee language activity 
using his students. 
 They translated and ar-
ranged an adaptation of an old 
Cherokee story titled “The Rabbit 
and the Well” using puppets. It was 
about all the animals in need of wa-
ter during a drought, so they dug a 
well. However, Rabbit did not help 
so they said he could not have wa-
ter. At night, while they slept, he 
stole their water and lied the next 
day about taking it. Therefore, the 
animals set out to catch Rabbit in 
the act and they did, and punished 
him. 
 On the balcony of the UC 
Ballroom, people stopped by and 
viewed live cultural demonstra-
tions by Nate Wolfe making stick-
ball sticks, Charlotte Wolfe making 
stick balls and Gina Burnett weav-
ing baskets.
 Fans of the Turtle Island 
Liars’ Club stopped by the River-
Hawk Shoppe to get their books 
signed by Sammy Still, GCN edi-
tor, a contributor to Christopher 
Teuton’s publication—“Cherokee 
Stories of the Turtle Island Liars’ 
Club.”
 Out on Beta Field, south 
of the NSU campus, a traditional 
stickball game commenced. Travis 
Wolfe explained to players it was 
a social form of the game so both 
men and women were able to play. 
 Friday evening, the NSU 
Powwow began at 6 p.m. with 
gourd dancing followed by Grand 
Entry at 8 p.m. Kelly Anquoe 
served as the master of ceremonies 
with Adam Proctor, head gourd 
dancer, Joel Deerinwater, head 
singer, Thorpe Sine, head man 
dancer and  Erica Pretty Eagle 
Moore, head lady dancer.

Saturday, April 13

 The NSU Powwow contin-
ued with gourd dancing at 2 p.m. 
followed by supper at 5 p.m. Grand 
entry began at 7 p.m. with all danc-
ers from the night before.

 On April 6, the United 
Keetoowah Band hosted a stickball 
making class at the pavilion from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 Though it was windy, it did 
not hinder students to sit outside, 
bend, carve and file hickory wood 
into a piece of traditional sports 
equipment. 
 Traditionally, stickball re-
placed war as a form of settling dis-
putes between tribes and known as 
“the little brother of war.”  Today, it 
is played for recreational purposes 
within communities.
 Victor Wildcat, stickball-
making instructor, taught the one-
day class.
 “The Keetoowahs have the 
best wood, the best resources,” said 
Wildcat. “So I approached Choo-
gie about getting some wood off 
the land because it was really tall 
wood, and straight, straight hicko-
ry.”
 In exchange for the hicko-
ry wood, Wildcat has instructed 
a number of classes in the art of 
stickball making with 20 years of 
experience. 
 He and Choogie Kingfisher, 

cultural coordinator, had to pre-
pare in advance for the class by 
finding hickory trees and pre-cut-
ting the wood.
 Kingfisher said if they made 
the sticks traditionally, it would 
not be a one-day class. It would 
take several days to make one pair 
of sticks. He turned to Wildcat be-
cause of his knowledge of the craft 
and that he is a great resource for 
anyone wanting to learn more 
about it. 
 Wildcat said it is easier to 
make ball sticks in the spring be-
cause hickory wood is softer and 
easier to bend. In the summer, 
in ninety or one hundred-degree 
weather, the heat makes the hicko-
ry tough and harder to work with. 
 Six students showed up to 
make stickball sticks, each with 
their own reasons for creating their 
own sticks.
 Jake Lewis, Muskogee, and 
his fiancée, Gina Butler, came out 
because Lewis recently joined the 
Keetoowah stickball team and 
wanted to learn more about stick-
ball making.
 Along with Lewis, Nick 
Hair, Kenwood, also recently 
joined the Keetoowah stickball 
team and wanted his own pair of 

sticks to have.
 Nellie Hunt, Tahlequah, 
said it was her first time out since 
she had pneumonia in December 
and was glad to get out and take in 
a cultural activity.  
 Brenda Hooper, Hulbert, 
said she is always willing to learn 
about any cultural activity and this 
was her first time making sticks. 

She played stickball when she was 
a sponsor for the Indian club at 
Hulbert High School.
 Rusty Tuttle, Hulbert, said 
he never played stickball, but he 
was interested in learning more 
about the cultural side of it. 
 Wildcat said more people 
need to take advantage of these 
cultural opportunities.

Keetoowah resources aid stickball making 
By Lindsey Bark
     GCN Reporter

M. Thomas Jordan/GCN

Nellie Hunt tries her skill at stickball making hosted by the UKB’s 
John Hair Cultural Center and Museum. Instructor for the stick-
ball making class was Victor Wildcat. 

Lindsey Bark/GCN
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 Cherokee speakers from 
the three different bands of Chero-
kees—the United Keetoowah Band 
of Cherokee Indians in Oklahoma, 
the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians and the Cherokee Nation of 
Oklahoma—spent April 11 and 12 
as guests of the UKB as it hosted 
the third meeting of the Cherokee 
Speakers Language Consortium.
 All three Cherokee bands 
met together for the first time as 
guests of the EBCI during the his-
toric tri-council meeting in 2012. 
Since then, the consortium meets 
three times a year with each band 
hosting one of the meetings at its 
respective capital.
 The consortium conducted 
the meeting mainly in Cherokee 
with very little English spoken. 
 During the first day, various 
members stood up and told the 
group about themselves. They dis-
cussed different methods of pass-
ing on the language to younger 
generations in an effort to preserve 
the language.
 Chief George Wickliffe of-
fered to send teachers to the other 
bands if they needed help in prop-
erly developing a Cherokee lan-

Tribe hosts third language consortium 
By M. Thomas Jordan
 GCN Special Writer

guage curriculum.
 He also warned that relying 
too much on modern technology 
to preserve the language is use-
less without traditional speakers 
guiding the learning efforts of the 
young.
 After a lunch of enchiladas 
from El Zarape, the consortium 
began translating English words 
into Cherokee. Each meeting gen-
erates more translations for a mas-
ter list kept by the consortium.
 That evening, the members 
travelled to the UKB complex for 
a hog fry. The Adair sisters enter-
tained the crowd by singing Cher-
okee hymns and Dorothy Ice spoke 
at length about weaving.
 On Friday, members en-
joyed a lighter atmosphere as they 
shared jokes and stories with each 
other.
 No matter the subject, most 
of the attendees just enjoyed being 
able to speak in their primary lan-
guage.
 “As a language speaker, it 
was awesome to hear our language 
spoken with hardly any English 
during the two-day consortium,” 
said Lois Fuller. “I am so honored.  
It was our primary language grow-
ing up in our household and I miss 
it.”

 The John Hair Cultural 
Center and Museum sponsored a 
marble-making class April 13 as 
part of its mission to educate the 
public about history, customs and 
traditions of the Keetoowah Cher-
okee people.
 Keetoowah Cherokee Tra-
dition Keeper Sammy Still taught 
six students—three men and three 
women—the labor-intensive pro-
cess of chipping and grinding a 
lump of limestone into a smooth, 
perfectly round marble worthy of 
play.
 Still said he learned the 
craft a little more than 15 years 

Still teaches six  to pound marbles out of rock
By M. Thomas Jordan
 GCN Special Writer

ago from the legendary Hastings 
Shade. But because of the availabil-
ity of billiard balls as substitutes 
and the amount of work it takes to 
produce a quality marble, there are 
not many marble makers left.
 He started the class by 
showing the students how to make 
a three-pronged wooden tool used 
in the final grinding process.
 Students used a blunt ob-
ject—a piece of wood, rock or 
hammer—to drive a knife through 
the top of a 1 1/2 inch limb ap-
proximately 18 inches in length. 
They placed the tip of the knife in 
the middle of the limb, and then 
drove it lengthwise down the limb 
approximately 6 inches at three 

equally spaced positions.
 Still said any type of wood 
works for the tool.
 After splitting the wood, 
the students whittled down the in-
side of the prongs and spread the 
prongs out to make it possible to 
place a marble in the tool. They 
wrapped sinew around the bottom 
of the prongs to keep the wood 
from splitting anymore than want-
ed.
 With the easy part out of 
the way, Still gave each student two 
lumps of limestone and showed 
them how to chip away the rough 
edges until the rock was in a basic 
sphere shape.
 Still warned the class earlier 
that they would likely be unable to 
finish a marble during the time al-
lotted, and his warning came true. 
The constant pounding of rock 
against rock soon began taking its 
toll on the students.
 “It’s a lot of work,” said Ol-
ivia McIntosh, Eufaula. “I’m going 
to have to take some Advil when I 
get home.”
 One student—Nancy Rob-
inson, Muskogee—managed to 
prepare her rock for the grinding 
stage in the short time the class 
met.
 Still showed her, and the 
class, how to chip a small inden-
tion into a large piece of sandstone. 
She placed the limestone into the 
three-pronged wooden tool and 
began rubbing it back and forth in 
the sandstone, stopping occasion-
ally to pour water into the sand-
stone indention to wash away any 
debris that was building up.
 At the end of the day, Still 
took the students to his secret gath-
ering spot to look for more rocks 
and taught them how to identify 
what they would need to make 
more marbles.
 Still said he had shown 
the students everything he knows 
about marble making and was con-
fident they could finish what they 
started.

Nancy Robinson from Muskogee grinds her stone onto sandstone 
smoothing out the ridges as she makes a stone marble. The marble 
making class was hosted by John Hair Cultural Center and Mu-
seum.

M. Thomas Jordan/GCN

 She almost wanted to quit. 
Her nerves were on end. For nine-
year-old Raynee Nofire, Keetoowah 
member, the competition was 
strenuous. However, remember-
ing all her free throw shooting 
practices and what her basketball 
coach taught her, Raynee was able 
to come out in third place overall 
in her age division, 8 to 9 year olds, 
in the Elks National “Hoop Shoot” 
contest. 
 Raynee, a fourth grader, was 
the first student from Wickliffe El-
ementary School to make it to the 
Regional competition of the Elks 
National “Hoop Shoot” contest. 
In her age division, she won the 
school competition, made it to dis-
tricts and then to state in Sapulpa, 
and finally to the regional competi-
tion in Dallas, Texas.
 Her school honored her 
during a Rise and Shine assembly 
April 1, giving her recognition for 
her hard work as a student athlete. 
 “She worked really hard,” 
said Mindy Butcher, Raynee’s bas-
ketball coach. “She practiced ev-
eryday as long as it wasn’t too cold 
outside. But she tried really hard 
and I’m looking forward to next 
year of going farther.”

Wickliffe player 
places third in 
“Hoop Shoot” 

By Lindsey Bark
      GCN Reporter

Marie Junaluska, Eastern Band Cherokee member, speaks to the Chero-
kee Language Consortium during their consortium meeting hosted by 
the United Keetoowah Band. 

Lindsey Bark/GCN

Raynee Nofire         Lindsey Bark/GCN
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41st Annual Symposium of the American Indian

United Keetoowah Band Chief George Wickliffe shares the tribe’s 
history during NSU’s 41st Symposium on the American Indian.

Dr. Phyllis Fife, Muscogee Creek, American Indian Heritage Com-
mittee chair, officially opened the 41st Annual Indian Symposium.

During Cherokee Language Student Activity, a game of Cherokee 
Uno was played by the Advanced Cherokee students.

UKB Honor Guard presented the colors during opening ceremonies 
as the singers of the drum sung the Flag Song at the Symposium.

Lacing the webbing on a stickball stick is an art within itself as Na-
thanWolfe demonstrates at the Symposium of the American Indian.

Nathan Wolfe puts the finishing touches to his handmade hickory 
stickball stick before appling sinew for the webbing.

Brandi Ross, director of UKB Environmental, hands out flash drives 
as students visit the Environmental booth at NSU.

Thomas Jordan/GCN Thomas Jordan/GCN

Thomas Jordan/GCN Thomas Jordan/GCN

Thomas Jordan/GCN Thomas Jordan/GCN

Thomas Jordan/GCN Thomas Jordan/GCN

Thomas Jordan/GCN Thomas Jordan/GCN

Deputy director of the UKB John Hair Museum, Barbara Girty, dis-
plays artifacts and historic information during NSU Symposium.

Traditional Cherokee hymns were sung by the Kenwood Commu-
nity Children’s Choir during opening ceremonies.

NASA members play a friendly game of stickball at Beta Field dur-
ing the 41st Annual Symposium of the American Indian.
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Northeastern’s 41st Annual Symposium Powwow

Phyllis Fife and Delores Sumner along with Travis Wolfe enter the 
arena during NSU Symposium powwow grand entry.

Jacob Littledave, UKB Veteran’s Administator, and other veterans 
are honored during the NSU Symposium Powwow.

Colorful regalia and beadwork adorned the arena Friday and Sat-
urday night during the NSU Symposium powwow.

The crowd stands in honor of the many dancers who dance into the 
arena during grand entry Saturday night.

Tribal royalty enter the arena at the 41st Annual Symposium on the 
American Indian powwow.

Thomas Jordan/GCN Lindsey Bark/GCN

Lindsey Bark/GCNThomas Jordan/GCN

Thomas Jordan/GCN

Norman “Hominy” Littledave and Jacob Littledave, UKB tribal 
members and veterans, dance into the arena during grand entry.

Lindsey Bark/GCN

Thomas Jordan/GCN Lindsey Bark/GCN

Thomas Jordan/GCN Lindsey Bark/GCN

Many tribes were represented at this year’s NSU Symposium of the 
American Indian powwow.

Dancers in their colorful regalia stand as they honor the flag song 
during the Symposium powwow Saturday night.

Women dancers enter the arena Satuday night during grand entry 
at the NSU powwow.

Miss Keetoowah Cherokee Trista Vaughn and Junior Miss Keetoo-
wah Cherokee Elaine Hays participate at the NSU powwow.
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Sequoyah Indian Caisen Green shows good sportsmanship as he 
helps his opponent back to his feet during a game.

Robert Whitekiller/GCN Contributor

B. J. Leach makes a run toward his goal as his teammate blocks 
their opponent from stealing the ball.

A Lady Indian takes a layup shot scoring two-points for her team as 
two opposing defenders watch.

Robert Whitekiller/GCN Contributor Robert Whitekiller/GCN Contributor

Rhanda Walker, No. 4 for the Lady Indians, defends her goal against 
an opposing player.

Robert Whitekiller/GCN Contributor

Head coach for the Sequoyah Indians, Jay Herrin, goes over plays 
during a time out from their game.

Sequoyah Lady Indians’ coach, Larry Shade, shows his displeasure 
of a court violation during a game.

Number 22 goes up for a three point shot against the ladys Jay Bull-
dogs at the 2013 Tri-State Classic.

Sequoyah Indians B. J. Leach goes up for an easy layup at the 2013 
Tri-State Classic.

Sequoyah Indians Ryan Helsley jumps between Keys defenders 
scoring points for his team.

Loren Young prepares to score a point from the foul line during their 
game against Beggs.

Robert Whitekiller/GCN ContributorRobert Whitekiller/GCN Contributor

Robert Whitekiller/GCN ContributorRobert Whitekiller/GCN Contributor

Robert Whitekiller/GCN Contributor Robert Whitekiller/GCN Contributor

Sequoyah Indians 2013 Basketball Season
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UKB Regular Monthly Council Meeting at the UKB Community Services Building
March 02, 2013 10:03. a.m. – 1:07 p.m.

I. Call to order by Chief 
George Wickliffe

II. Invocation: Tom Duncan

III. Roll Call: 11 + Chief an-
swered Roll Call; Smoke absent at 
roll call

-Chief Wickliffe: (Prior to busi-
ness) Since the sequester goes into 
effect and if its going to hurt as 
they are predicting it will affect our 
people on our federal programs. 
We will continue but cut-off other 
things what we’re doing because 
there will not be enough funding 
from the casino.

-I would have never done what 
they did. To me when they did that 
they are picking on Native Ameri-
cans. They came to live with US; 
we were here when they came. Yes 
we have successor in interest it was 
called when we got our Land in 
Trust where the casino is located. 
The government placed that for 
us, CNO appealed what was a final 
decision from the United States. 
All things that revolve around that 
they have to defend because it was 
them who placed it into Trust for 
the UKB and we talk about the suc-
cessor in interest. We have another 
76 acres to be successor in interest. 
CNO appealed that too.

-We have been sued 3 times by our 
own people. I do not understand 
how anyone could do that. The 
elders, I have it all packaged here 
in front of me, wrote it up in the 
Constitution that we don’t oper-
ate off just the 1950 Constitution. 
We also operate what our elders 
wrote when they were organizing 
our government. The second page 
of the constitution is written “The 
United Keetoowah Society,” and 
it was sitting here. They said be-
cause of what has happened when 
they were organizing we have 
to do whatever is necessary. We 
will make sure they Trail of Tears 
doesn’t happen and we don’t lose 
land ever again. During the presi-
dential election they were dem-
onstrating Wall Street greed that’s 
what we have right now, today, is 
greed. They are going to do every-
thing they can to take out of pock-
ets every penny we have. They just 
don’t care.

-Again, we didn’t set up the court 
system to make a mockery out of 
it. They said right here (referring 
to constitution laying in front of 
him) if anyone tells what these 
people were doing when they had 
their sacred meeting, they would 
be banished. They meant business. 
We play with the book, if the peo-
ple could return who have already 
gone on the majority were UKB. 
They would sit down all night long 
and talk about the Old Cherokee. 
I swear our lawyers have asked for 
things on exactly how to defend 
these lawsuits. We are not going to 
do anything different until we see 
the results of these suits. I did say 
we were going to reorganize; we 
are in process at this time. Today 
they people in this world are walk-
ing into schools killing children 
and other people. We are securing 
the buildings on the properties. 
Lawyer work is a cost and takes 
lots of money. It’s just disappoint-

ing. We get where we are today and 
now some want to tear it down, 
why? It took years to get where we 
are now. You will find in the 1828 
treaty it was signed and it does say 
treaty between U.S. and the West-
ern Cherokee Nation and that was 
us. There was even a legal descrip-
tion of the land we came to. It was 
about 7 million acres in the treaty. 
I will uphold the treaty to defend 
our elders. I went to school to be a 
historian. It’s not a game. The only 
official minutes are being recorded 
and recording what we are saying 
right now. I will defend the consti-
tutions of 1859, 1889 and 1950 and 
our corporate charter.

LENGTHY DISCUSSION 
CONT’D

-Discussion of a lawsuit based on 
an enrollment issue due to pending 
nature it is stated at this time as an 
operation of law.

-This issue has been ongoing since 
Liz Littledave was Tribal Secretary 
and continues today.

-Our government was designed to 
do business for our people. The new 
directors of the B.I.A. will be here 
to meet with me on Tuesday and 
he’s going to see this packet. There 
is too much happening among 
some people who were in violation 
of the previous election the elders 
would have put a stop to it all and 
called a special meeting and kicked 
out some of the candidates; almost 
to the point of banishment.

-Dora Grayson, a tribal member, 
can probably remember all the 
meetings from then to know and 
speaking on witnessing the chang-
es in the tribe and how it was run 
years ago. If it is in their heart to 
give up on the UKB then they are 
free to go elsewhere.

-We are putting things off until 
April due to the lawsuits and should 
be finished by the April meetings 
date. We vowed to hold hands and 
stay together as united until we fall 
dead, protecting our culture, fam-
ily and language, we have had peo-
ple turn loose of hands and break 
the circle.

-We are in a technological era 
and it is rapidly growing but we 
as a tribe are still strong on teach-
ing the history to our children yet 
advancing education for them in 
assistance. Also the celebration 
should be held the second week in 
September, that’s the way it is writ-
ten in our by-laws and to add an-
other great day to celebrate, is our 
Land in Trust date. Today our ca-
sino remains open with 200 years 
of strength and a lot of prayers. I 
am calling it like I see it. I am not 
going to have what we have es-
tablished these last 8 years for the 
tribe be made a mockery of. Many 
projects and programs are estab-
lished to help the people. I hope 
we can come to complete the circle 
and hold hands and continue for-
ward progress for our people. Now 
we have business to discuss so lets 
continue the meeting at this time 
and proceed to item IV on the 
agenda.

Charles Smoke arrived at 10:07 am

IV. Executive Session - Busi-
ness

MOTION by Jerry Hanson to en-
ter into Executive Session with 
legal present; TIME – 10:40 AM; 
SECONDED by Charles Smoke; 
VOTE: 9 Yes, 2 No (Dotson, Wor-
ley), 1 Abstentions (Holcomb).

MOTION by Willie Christie to exit 
from Executive Session and return 
to regular session; TIME – 12:14 
PM; SECONDED by Eddie Sacks; 
VOTE: 12 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions.

V. Approval of the minutes for 
the month of January 2013

MOTION by Eddie Sacks to ap-
prove the minutes for the month 
of February 2013; SECONDED by 
Cliff Wofford; VOTE: 12 Yes, 0 No, 
0 Abstentions.

VI. Reports to Council

1. Enrollment: Joyce Hawk

MOTION by Eddie Sacks to accept 
and approve 11 new applicants for 
UKB tribal enrollment; SECOND-
ED by Willie Christie; VOTE: 12 
Yes, 0 No, 0.

MOTION by Eddie Sacks to ac-
knowledge and honor 8 member-
ship relinquishments from UKB 
tribal enrollment; SECONDED by 
Willie Christie; VOTE: 12 Yes, 0 
No, 0 Abstentions.

VII. Unfinished Business – Draft 
of Policies and Procedures

-Tabled and will be placed on April 
Council meeting agenda due to re-
organization in process and pend-
ing legal action.

VIII. New Business

1. MOTION by Charles Lo-
cust to approve the submission of 
a grant application to the United 
States Department of Justice Coor-
dinated Tribal Assistance Solicita-
tion (CTAS); SECONDED by Ella 
Mae Worley; VOTE: 12 Yes, 0 No, 
0 Abstentions.

-Amount is $450,000.00 with no 
inkind

-Deadline is March 18, 2013

-Re-apply with cut and numerous 
tribes applying for funding cannot 
receive every year.

2. MOTION by Ella Mae 
Worley to approve the submission 
of a grant application to the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development Indian Commu-
nity Development Block Grant FY 
2013 (ICDBG) in the amount of 
$800,000.00 for a Public Facilities 
Project – Recreation Park; SEC-
ONDED by Jerry Hansen; VOTE: 
12 Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions.

3. MOTION by Charles Lo-
cust to approve the Occupancy 
Policy; SECONDED by Charles 
Smoke; VOTE: 12 Yes, 0 No, 0 Ab-
stentions.

-Locust: asked why the terminol-
ogy changes in the policy.
-Pat Reese: residency is of a renter 

and to state in policy a homebuyer. 
We are able to help buy approxi-
mately 4 homes a year depending 
on availability of funds.

4. MOTION by Charles Lo-
cust to approve to support the Lan-
guage Consortium to be held April 
11-12, 2013; SECONDED by Wil-
lie Christie; VOTE: 12 Yes, 0 No, 0 
Abstentions.

-Financial support

-Tri-Council resolution between 
UKB/CNO/EBCI

-To be held at Tahlequah, Armory

5. MOTION by Eddie Sacks to 
approve to host the 2013 Shoot of 
the Nations bow shoot; SECOND-
ED by Charles Locust; VOTE: 12 
Yes, 0 No, 0 Abstentions.

-Financial support

-Date set for October 19, 2013

-We will get team trophies and in-
dividual trophies.

-The trophies are placed with win-
ner until the next shoot takes place.

-Locust: asked Council for support 
but also if financial support could 
come from the casino also.

-Albert Shade: asked the Chief and 
Assistant Chief to present the tro-
phy to the winner.

-Sacks: recommends asking for 
donation request and presenting to 
the KGEA Board, contingent upon 
all estimate of cost.

-Albert Shade: would it be possible 
for a fire pit to be build/used to 
help with the warmth for the peo-
ple and parking on the grounds.

-Locust: contact Tim GoodVoice 
and ask to consider the parking 
and set up of barrels for the fire pit.

X. Announcements – 

-Holcomb: we will have a ben-
efit breakfast/lunch at the Tahle-
quah Community Building for my 
grandson who needs a new wheel-
chair

-Tahlequah District meeting will 
be April 19, 2013 at Keener Baptist 
Church at 6:00 PM and May 10, 
2013 at the Jim Proctor Nutrition 
Center at 6:00 PM.
-Goingsnake/Flint District meet-
ing will be March 13, 2013 at Stil-
well Sub-office at 6:00 PM
-Goingsnake District meeting TBA
-Illinois District meeting will be 
March 14, 2013 and April 18, 2013 
at the Vian Sub-office at 6:30 PM.
-Saline District meeting will be 
March 12, 2013at the Kenwood 
Gym at 6:30 PM
-Delaware District meeting will be 
March 14, 2013 at Pryor 1st Baptist 
at 5:00 PM

XII. Benediction: Jerry Hansen

XIII. Adjourn:

MOTION by Willie Christie; SEC-
ONDED by Charles Smoke; Ap-
prove by affirmation: 1:07 PM
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 The Turtle Island Liars 
Club gathered at the NSU Jazz 
Lab March 26 courtesy of the John 
Hair Culture Center and Museum 
to honor its late founding member 
in the ancient art of storytelling for 
the fourth time since his death.
 Ten storytellers—not all 
were members of the Turtle Island 
Liars Club—spent a little more 
than three hours captivating their 
audience with supposedly true 
tales dating from pre-European 
contact to the recent past. Some al-
lotted moral warnings woven into 
the tapestry of ancient times when 
animals still spoke to humans. Yet, 
others abased themselves with fan-
tastical tales of their own lives.
 But no matter the tale, most 
of the storytellers were some-
how influenced by the man some 
consider the last, true traditional 
Cherokee to hold an office at the 
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma, 
where he was deputy chief from 
1999 to 2003, Hastings Shade.
 “Hastings had stories that 
no one else had,” said Ryan Mack-
ey, Cherokee traditionalist. “Or, if 
it was a story that made the books, 
he always had a part that wasn’t in 
the book. He knew things no one 
else knew.”
 Mackey shared a story he 
learned from Shade where a pow-
erful group of ancient Cherokee 
grew greedy for power. The war-
riors rose up to challenge this 
group, but were unsuccessful in 
defeating the leader—a man who 
refused to die. After much prayer 
and fasting the warriors finally 
were able to behead the greedy 
leader and hang his head in a cedar 
tree. This is why, today, cedar wood 
appears to have blood stains on the 
inside.
 Lindsey Bark made her de-
but performance as the second sto-
ryteller of the night where she told 
stories of her life.

Liars gather at NSU to remember Shade
By M. Thomas Jordan
 GCN Special Writer

 The first involved an inci-
dent with a medicine man who 
did not like children. The second 
chronicled the adventures of a 
household cat named Spooky that 
learned to talk. 
 The audience laughed as 
Spooky interrupted a card game 
and called her father’s name, Rob-
ert, when he slammed the door in 
the cat’s face.
 Sammy Still followed Bark 
with two stories. The second of 
which, according to Still, was one 
of Shade’s favorites to hear from 
him. 
 The story starts with Still 
agreeing to cover a basket-making 
presentation for his coworkers. To 
the amusement of his mother, who 
tagged along for the day, and sever-
al tellers at a nearby bank, he asks a 
dummy for directions.
 Ed Fields worked in his 
signature style of telling stories in 
both Cherokee and English with 
an altercation between a woman 
and terrapin.
 Woody Hansen—the only 
snake handler of the group—re-
galed the audience with his story of 
the night he got hit by a car while 
trying to capture a copperhead. He 

then spun the story to how the cop-
perhead might have seen it with 
Hansen jumping in front of the car 
to save the snake’s life.
 Former Miss Cherokee 
Janelle Adair told a creation story 
about when animals still talked to 
humans. Sickness overtook Be-
loved Woman and took her to the 
brink of death. Geese stole the only 
tobacco plant in the forest, which 
was the only cure for her sickness. 
 After several animals tried 
to force their way through the lines 
of geese to get the plant back, and 
died trying, little hummingbird 
zipped into the plant, gathered 
leaves and seeds and zipped out 
without the geese noticing. The 
medicine man used the tobacco 
leaves to heal Beloved Woman. 
He then sent out his acolytes with 
seeds to plant tobacco in every 
direction so they would never de-
pend on just one plant again.
 The story moralized that 
size does not matter, only the abil-
ity of the individual to see a task 
through.
 Tonya Russell, another for-
mer Miss Cherokee and second-
generation liar, warned that cheat-
ers never win in the story of the 

crawdad and the fox.
 Her nine-year-old daugh-
ter, Emily Russell, followed in her 
footsteps in the telling of a game of 
stickball game between birds and 
other animals.
 Sequoyah Guess told three 
stories. He started with the fast-
paced “Foot Foot” tale before delv-
ing into the tale of him and Cousin 
Corny entering an abandoned 
house one dark night and mistak-
ing a pool table for a casket.
 For his final story, Guess re-
called a story his grandmother told 
him. He told the story to Shade 
while on the campaign trail with 
him in the late 90s.
 A group of animals finds a 
trap. Wolf claims that it is actually 
human shoes and puts his foot into 
it, where it promptly slams shut. 
Instead of admitting his mistake, 
Wolf allows Rabbit and the others 
to lead him to three more traps—
one for each foot. Through the 
intense pain, Wolf denies making 
a mistake and blames the pain on 
the “shoes” being too small. To this 
day, Wolf lives alone because of his 
pride.
 Choogie Kingfisher ended 
the night with his tale of terror 
when he failed to adhere to his 
grandmother’s warning to be home 
before dark. He suffered a five-mile 
walk in total darkness waiting for 
the booger man to get him. As his 
fears materialized in the form of a 
large, white apparition, he ran for 
his life only to trip over a rock. The 
booger man caught him and be-
gan to circle as Kingfisher lay on 
the ground playing dead. King-
fisher eventually screwed up his 
courage and opened his eyes to see 
another child who was wearing a 
large white T-shirt and riding a bi-
cycle—his booger man.
 No matter the tale, or the 
teller, all those who gathered re-
membered a great man through 
the art he mastered—the oral tra-
dition of storytelling.

Nine-year-old Emily Russell, tells the story of the “Birds and Ani-
mals playing stickball” as her little sister and mother listen. 

M. Thomas Jordan/GCN

 UKB Tribal member Mary 
McCarter was named “Employee 
of the Year,” at the Jack C. Mont-
gomery Veterans Administra-
tion Medical Center in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma.   McCarter is a medi-
cal records technician who does 
certified coding-physician based.  

She has been an employee of the 
VAMC for over eleven years.
 In addition to her assigned 
duties, Mary does a lot of vol-
unteering.  She has volunteered 
to help with the UKB Veterans 
luncheon for the past two years, 
for the Homeless Veterans Stand 
Downs held in Sapulpa for the past 
five years and has also volunteered 
to help out with the Veterans Stand 

Down held in Tulsa. 
 She also has  helped at the 
Tulsa Trinity Episcopal Church 
program for the homeless, “Iron 
Gate” by sacking up some grocer-
ies for those folks to take with them 
after they were served a hot lunch.  
She says they’re all great causes, 
but, the one she is most proud of 
is the luncheon held for the Ex-
POW/MIA’s.  “Those are some, re-
ally, special gentlemen.  I’ve volun-
teered for that one the last eight or 
nine years,” said McCarter.
     “Mary has demonstrat-
ed her dedication, service, and 
commitment to the Veterans we 
proudly serve and she promotes 
a professional and positive work 
environment.  She is always will-
ing to go the extra mile to deliver 
unmatched customer service,” said 
Mary’s supervisor, Wanda Logan, 
a Registered Health Information 
Technician. 
 Mrs. Logan also said that 
since her employment in the Health 
Information Management Depart-
ment in 2002, Mary has proven to 
be valued team player. 
 “She consistently takes the 
initiative to effectively commu-
nicate with her co-workers both 
at this facility as well as other VA 
employees in other states to ensure 

problematic issues are promptly 
addressed to prevent any adverse 
action. When issues are identified, 
Ms. McCarter provides one-on-
one in-service and coaches new 
staff and also makes herself avail-
able for questions from other co-
workers,” said Logan. 
  In addition to her many job 
responsibilities; Mary often takes 
time outside her regular tour of 
duty to get involved with Veteran 
and non-Veteran community ac-
tivities.  She welcomes the chance 
to provide services for our nation’s 
Heroes by participating in Stand-
Down activities and fundraisers 
for local organization to provide 
needed services and resources to 
the homeless and needy families.  
   Mary is the daughter of 
the late Liz Littledave and step 
dad Hominy Littledave and the 
late John H. McCarter and   step-
mom Jean McCarter. Her maternal 
grandmother was the late Hester 
(Chair) Guess and her brother is 
David McCarter. 
   She attends and is a mem-
ber of 29: Eleven Church, in Tahle-
quah.  She also enjoys hockey 
games & OKC Thunder basketball.  
Other hobbies include going with 
the girls on weekend shopping 
trips and going to flea markets. 

Mary McCarter named VA Employee of the Year

Mary McCarter is presented with a plaque honoring her as Em-
ployee of the Year by Jack C. Montgomery VAMC  Visual Informa-
tion Specialist Christopher Beshears.

Courtesy  photo

By Marilyn Craig
 UKB Media Specialist



Gaduwa Cherokee News - May  2013 -  Page 17   sOv Bf! w># a%CS( 2013 QnK~ s#jO

 The Henry Lee Double-
head Child Development Center’s 
3- and 4-year-old class took a few 
minutes out of its day March 26 to 
celebrate Oklahoma’s Arbor Week.
 Environmental Technician 
Summer King taught the children 
the importance of trees in the en-
vironment, including how trees 
provide clean air, homes for wild-
life such as birds and squirrels and 
shade away from the heat.
 King recycled water bottles 
for her lesson by cutting the bot-
toms out of the water bottles in-
stead of buying new cups.
 She gave each child a few 
inches of organic potting soil and 
an acorn. The children pushed 
their acorn into the dirt. 
 King told them to water the 
acorn when the children get home 
and to be patient as it takes a little 
time for the new oak tree to start 
growing.
 King also gave the children 
small cards to plant wildflowers 
with.
 The children applied glue to 

Daycare observes Arbor Week
By M. Thomas Jordan
 GCN Special Writer

the back side of the card and then 
dipped it into a bowl of bird and 
butterfly wildflower seeds.
 With their parents’ help, the 
children are supposed to plant the 
entire card in one inch of dirt when 
they get home and watch the wild-
flowers grow this spring.
  According to the Oklahoma 
Forestry Service website, although 
there were newspaper accounts of 
Arbor Day tree plantings in Okla-
homa Territory as early as 1890, 
Arbor Day was first observed offi-
cially in 1901. The Territorial Leg-
islature proclaimed that it would 
be the duty and responsibility of 
school children to celebrate Arbor 
Day in perpetuity. 
 In March 1982, Oklahoma 
declared a full Arbor Week to better 
recognize the value of tree plant-
ing as well as to avoid the harsh 
planting conditions of late winter. 
Oklahoma’s Arbor Week is the last 
full week in March. National Arbor 
Day is the last Friday in April. 
 J. Sterling Morton, Arbor 
Day founder, once said: "Other 
holidays repose upon the past. Ar-
bor Day proposes for the future.”

UKB Environmental Technician Summer King has daycare stu-
dents apply glue to the back of a card then dip it into a bowl of bird 
and butterfly wildflower seeds. 

Lindsey Bark/GCN

 Walking along the bank 
of Tahlequah Town Branch creek 
near Felts City Park, one can find 
newly planted trees and a restored 
water system designed to improve 
water quality and stabilize the 
creek bank.
 Brandi Ross, director of 
UKB natural resources, and Sum-
mer King, environmental techni-
cian, met with three members of 
NSU’s Fish and Wildlife club, Jahna 
Hill, Elizabeth Schumann and Ra-
chel Bennett April 5 and talked 
with them about the stream’s en-
hancement. 
 King said she and Ross at-
tended several workshops on the 
Illinois River Watershed Stream 
Bank Restoration last year, which 
was responsible for the improved 
sites. 
 King, herself, attended a 
riparian vegetation workshop in 
March and helped plant 10,000 
trees in the Illinois River water-
shed at six sites with two including 
Kauffman and Felts parks. 

UKB Natural Resources department 
meets with NSU’s Fish and Wildlife club

By Lindsey Bark
     GCN Reporter

 They relayed information to 
the club members about the resto-
ration project and the effects it has 
on the surrounding environment. 
 Ross and King walked the 
trio through the processes done 
to the stream, explaining the pur-
pose of the different natural ele-
ments used such as j-hooks, toe 
wood, cross vanes, rock step pools, 
log step pools and stream bank 
grading, all which help center the 
stream to prevent flooding over the 
banks and restore habitat for wild-
life to utilize. 
 “From a fisheries biologist 
point of view, this project is one 
key factor in protecting our water 
quality and therefore fish habitat,” 
said Hill. “We learned how and 
why natural materials were used as 
the structures for improvement.”
 This project includes the 
stream that passes through Felts 
City Park and the tributary flowing 
through Kauffman Park. It was a 
design project supervised by Okla-
homa State University and done 
by Jennings Environmental, North 
State Environmental and Stantec.

Summer King, UKB Environmental technician along with Brandi 
Ross, director of UKB natural resources informs NSU’s Fish and 
Wildlife club, Jahna Hill, Elizabeth Schumann and Rachel Bennett 
about the stream’s enhancement. 

Lindsey Bark/GCN

 United Keetoowah Band em-
ployees travelled to Tulsa April 16 to 
safely eliminate the tribe’s e-waste.
 Summer King, environmen-
tal technician, Ben Matthews, IT 
specialist, and Trevor Crouch, IT 
specialist loaded up laptops, power 
supplies, computer towers, monitors, 
printers and other assorted electronic 
waste to be recycled totaling 25 
pieces.
 The IT department removed 
all of the hard drives and reusable 
parts before trashing them. Every-
thing else was outdated, broken 
beyond repair or inoperable.
 Natural Resources and IT 

Tribe responsibly trashes old computers
By M. Thomas Jordan
 GCN Special Writer

team up every time the obsolete 
electronics begin to pile up to de-
liver the e-waste to the Goodwill on 
Southwest Boulevard in Tulsa, which 
is the only location that receives elec-
tronics. From there, Goodwill sends 
everything to Dell through the Dell 
Reconnect program. Dell also accepts 
other brands of computers as part of 
this program.
 According to Dell’s website, 
since 2004, the program has kept 
more than 250 million pounds of e-
waste out of landfills. 
 Some systems in working 
condition are refurbished and resold 
through Goodwill, creating green 
jobs to further support Goodwill's 
mission of helping people with dis-

abilities and disadvantages by provid-
ing education, training and career 
services. In addition, this program al-
lows Goodwill customers to purchase 
modern technology at an affordable 
cost.
 Whatever parts cannot be re-
used or refurbished are broken down 
securely and recycled responsibly, 
meeting Dell's extensive and strict 
Electronic Disposition Policy that 
ensures no environmentally sensi-
tive materials are sent to landfills and 
no items are exported to developing 
countries.
 This is the fourth trip the 
group has taken to Goodwill this year 
for a total of 182 pieces of electronic 
equipment recycled.

Environmental Technician Summer King hands an obsolete computer tower to IT Specialist Trevor 
Crouch. Natural Resources and IT team up with Goodwill to recycle or refurbish all of the tribes elec-
tronic waste.

M. Thomas Jordan/GCN

TAHLEQUAH, Okla. -- The Se-
quoyah Alumni Association Re-
union is set for May 3 and 4.  All 
former students, staff and their 
families are invited to attend.
 A Scholarships Benefit is 
May 3, at 5 p.m. in the Tsa La Gi 
Community Meeting room.  Ac-
tivities include an Indian Taco sale, 
three auctions, and a cake walk.  
 A four-man scramble is May 
4 at Cherokee Trails Golf Course.  
At least one of the team members 
must be an alumnus.  The entry fee 
is $200 per team.  Registration is 
from 8 to 8:45 a.m.  The shotgun 
start is at 9 a.m.   The entry dead-
line is April 27.  
 All benefit proceeds provide 
scholarships to three Sequoyah 
High School graduating seniors 
each year.
 The annual meeting and 
picnic is scheduled for 11 a.m. on 
Saturday, May 4, in the Recreation 
room at the Place Where They Play.  
The annual banquet will be held at 
5 p.m. Saturday evening at the caf-
eteria.  
 Tommy Wildcat is the fea-
tured entertainment. Inductees 
into the Sequoyah Alumni Hall of 
Fame will be announced during 
the banquet.  Doors open at 4:30 
p.m.
 For more information, call 
Jefferson Adair at 918-458-0878.

Sequoyah Alumni
 Reunion May 3 & 4 



Page 18- May  2013 - Gaduwa Cherokee NewsQnK~ 5fO a%CS( 2013  sOv Bf! w>#

M. Thomas Jordan/GCN
Keetoowah Cherokee tribe will be hosting the third “Day of Cham-
pions” on May 31 and June 1. 

 The United Keetoowah 
Band will offer the popular Day of 
Champions football camp for the 
third year on Friday, May 31 and 
Saturday, June 1. The camp is open 
to all area youth, ages 8 to 18 years 
of age, however, the camp will be 
limited to the first 150 youth that 
sign up.  The camp was offered in 
2010 and 2011, and was very well 
received and attended.  Due to 
scheduling problems, the UKB did 
not host the camp last year, but 
there were many requests to bring 
back the well-liked camp.  
 The Day of Champions 
football camp is led by Coach Ken 
Heupel and features special guest 
coach Josh Heupel, quarterback 
of the 2000 National Champion 
Sooners and offensive coordina-
tor at the University of Oklahoma; 
along with instruction from cur-
rent and former college and NFL 
coaches and players.
 The Day of Champions 
football camp experience is be-
yond just athletic skill enhance-
ment, it provides one-on-one men-
toring and coaching in athletics, 
health, fitness, life choices and the 
four principles of leadership - Dis-
cipline, Respect, Trust, and Hard 
Work. Character, Responsibility, 
Goal Setting, Dedication, and In-

tegrity are themes throughout the 
camp and serve to motivate each 
camp member to reach their full 
potential on and off the field.
 Each position is taught and 
supervised by the Day of Champi-
ons football staff, made up of some 
of the top Division II, III, and IV 
collegiate coaches in the country, 
along with past OU football play-
ers, and past and current NFL 
players.  
 Players from experienced 
athletes to youth just learning the 
game will enhance their skills and 
learn basic fundamentals geared to 
their age and skill level.  The camp 
is devoted to helping young people 
believe in themselves and live a 
healthy and active lifestyle.
 The second day along with 
the previous skill building activi-
ties, academics will be added to the 
camp.  Ken’s wife, Cindy Heupel 
has said the addition of academics 
gets the children to think critically 
about solving problems. The in-
structors teach the campers to use 
cooperation and teamwork to en-
hance their problem solving skills.
 The participants will be giv-
en water breaks every 30 minutes 
and lunch will be provided each 
day.  For more information, call 
918-456-6533.

UKB sponsors third Day of 
Champions Football Camp

A healthy picnic lunch was provided for the students and par-
ents by the HLDCDC during “The Week of the Young Child” 
annual event.

Lindsey Bark/GCN

M. Thomas Jordan/GCN
Henry Lee Doublehead Child Development Center students 
participated in “The Week of the Young Child” parade, an an-
nual celebration to focus on young children and their parents. 
The event was held at the HLDCDC childcare center.

Week of the Young Child

M. Thomas Jordan/GCN
UKB Lighthorse Sgt. Dustin Davis and Officer Rollin Buckner 
inspect damages to a water culvert caused by heavy flooding near 
Kenwood, Okla. 

UKB Housing Authority Spon-
sors Safety Poster Contest

Fire Safety Tips
• Install smoke alarms on each 

level of your home and outside 
of sleeping areas and test them 
monthly. 

• Make sure there are two clear 
exits from each room and that 
everyone knows these escape 
routes and has practiced using 
them. 

• Never smoke when drowsy or 
when you’re in bed. 

• Use sturdy, non-tip ashtrays 
and check for smoldering ciga-
rette butts in furniture – espe-
cially after parties. Douse butts 
and ashes with water before 
discarding them. 

 The United Keetoowah 
Band Housing Department will 
sponsor a Safety Poster Contest.  
Native American children in kin-
dergarten through the 8th grade 
during the 2012-2013 school year 
are eligible to participate (only one 
entry per child).   We still highly 
encourages/promote Fire Safety 
posters to be submitted but we also 
want to promote other home safety 
issues
 There will be three catego-
ries including, Grades (K – 3) / (4 
– 6) / (7 - 8).  All entries must be 
original and created by the child 
using crayons, markers, colored 
pencils or paint. 
 Please do not use lead pen-
cils.  Posters must be drawn hori-
zontally on 8.5” x 11” paper. The 
deadline to enter is Friday, May 17.  
Entries should be mailed to: UKB 
Housing Department, PO Box 746, 
Tahlequah, OK 74464.
 The event is a three tiered 
contest, with a local event held 
by the UKB Housing Authority, 
in conjunction with the Amerind 
Risk Management Corporation.  
The winners of the UKB contest in 
each age group will win a gift card 
to Wal-Mart and  Amerind will 

award a special gift for each child 
who submits a poster at the local 
level.
 The UKB contest winners’ 
art will be entered in the regional 
Amerind Contest.  There are nine 
regions.  The winning art work 
from each region will be sent to the 
National office for the final contest.  
Each winners of the national con-
test will be awarded a $2,000 sav-
ings bond. For more information, 
contact the Housing Department  
at 918-431-1808.
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 Will I go to Heaven?” is a 
common question from veterans 
who are well into treatment. The 
question emerges quietly, and with 
great heaviness. I am always sad-
dened, knowing that most soldiers 
take great pride in their service, 
yet memories and feelings about 
their service can show up later in 
the form of sadness and regret. The 
question of Heaven isn’t really so 
much a question of religion as it is 
a realization of a changed identity 
and a retrospective perception of 
self after many years. (For some it 
is a fear based on religious teach-
ings.) 
 A warrior is trained to 
kill. The purpose is to defend and 
protect, based on the actions and 
missions ordered. The vocabulary 
used in training is aimed at desen-
sitization, with phrases like “elimi-
nate the target” and “complete the 
mission.” Desensitization during 
war-time missions is essential to 
keep fellow soldiers safe, and to 
maintain clear focus. Unfortunate-
ly, there is no post-war training for 
those who have in some way expe-
rienced the deaths of soldiers or ci-
vilians during combat.

A moral injury

 John* often spoke of his 
unit with great pride. He was proud 
that he had never witnessed any 
“unnecessary killing,” and couldn’t 
understand why his thoughts and 
dreams were about “the ones who 
got past the wire.” He recalled rec-
ognizing one of their bodies in 
particular. It was someone he had 
thought was a friend during the 
day, working alongside him on oc-
casion. (No, it wasn’t the barber.) 
John found that he could never 
process the anger and betrayal he 
felt as he realized his Vietnamese 
“friend” by day had tried to kill 
him and his buddies during the 
night. John further suffered from 
wondering if it was his bullet that 
did the killing, and later hoped 
that it was his bullet. His con-
flicting feelings of anger, sadness, 
guilt, and betrayal often flooded 
him with confused emotions that 
were a challenge to himself and 
also impacted those around him. 
Now, years later, John is just begin-
ning to face what is currently be-
ing identified as a moral injury or a 
soul wound.
 In the December 12, 2012, 
issue of Newsweek, Tony Dakoupil 
writes: “Soldiers are supposed to 
be tough, cool, and ethically con-
fident. But what happens when 
they have seen and done things 
that haunt their consciences? New 
studies suggest that the pain of 
guilt may be the key factor in the 
rise of PTSD.”

WILL I GO TO HEAVEN?
 It’s a question 
many have asked 
when they’ve looked 
back on their lives and 
thought about things 
they’ve done. But for 
those who have par-
ticipated in a war, the 
question takes on a 
special significance.

By Mary Tendall  The first objection to this 
line of thinking might bring up a 
defensive statement such as, “But it 
was either me or them, and I did 
what I was trained and ordered to 
do. (True.) Or “I don’t feel guilt or 
remorse for any of them who were 
killed. If innocent people died, they 
were either in the way or there was 
no way to know.”

Placed into im-
possible situations

 Lamar reported that he was 
confronted with an impossible 
situation when a young girl who 
looked like she might be carry-
ing grenades approached him. His 
buddies behind him yelled at La-
mar when they saw what she was 
carrying. His first thoughts were to 
save his men and himself. As she 
came closer, Lamar fired. It turned 
out that she was, in fact, carrying 
explosives. The girl was about the 
same age as his daughter. Lamar’s 
moral dilemma is one that no one 
should have to face, yet it is not 
uncommon for soldiers to have, or 
know of, many similar experiences. 
Lamar knew that he had followed 
correct mili-
tary proto-
col. (Shoot-
ing first was 
not an issue 
in this case.) 
What sur-
faced later 
was Lamar’s 
constant ru-
m i n a t i o n 
that he had 
killed a girl 
his daugh-
ter’s age. His 
rage at those 
who had as-
signed her a 
deadly mis-
sion was 
o v e r s h a d -
owed by her 
death. In this case logic and moral 
injury become very separate. There 
is an ancient saying that refers to 
combat. “It is better to treat a stick 
like a snake than to treat a snake 
like a stick.” That is still true today.

No problem

 Five years ago Donny’s 
wife told me that her husband 
had been sobbing in his sleep for 
several years. Each time she men-
tioned it to him, he said that he 
had no memory of a bad dream, 
and couldn’t think of anything that 
could have triggered it. She knew 
otherwise.
 Donny had witnessed a vil-
lage burning. It is unnecessary to 
describe what his experience was, 
but Donny later told me that it was 
that incident that was a turning 
point for him when, “I no longer 
knew who I was, but I did know 
that I could never be the same.” 
After six months of intense treat-
ment, Donny began to see himself 
as a good man, and he now realizes 
that he had been fully unprepared 
to deal with many of his combat 
experiences upon his return home. 

And like most veterans, he wanted 
out of the service as soon as he ar-
rived back home, and never dis-
closed his emotional state.
 In fact, like so many others, 
he thought, “I don’t have a problem 
– everyone else at home is screwed 
up!” (Sound familiar?) I am happy 
to report that I see Donny often in 
my small community, and his wife 
always offers me a subtle “thumbs 
up” to let me know that things 
are going well. A few months ago 
Donny told me that because of all 
his work to bring resolution to his 
adjustment challenges, he wanted 
to be available to the young vet-
erans from Iraq and Afghanistan. 
And he has begun to hang out with 
them in the cafeteria of a nearby 
VA hospital.

The military leaves 
an important part of 
the journey undone

 Most military PTSD facili-
ties work to treat those who have 
been in a combat experience with 
an emphasis on the life-threatening 
environment and actions. Current 
military protocols for treatment 

are showing 
no better 
results than 
the results 
of the past. 
A c c o r d -
ing to the 
previously 
mentioned 
Ne w s we ek 
article, one 
in three sol-
diers has 
r e p o r t e d 
killing an 
enemy, one 
in five re-
ported kill-
ing a civilian 
by mistake, 
two in three 

handle or 
uncover bodies, and the same ratio 
saw sick and wounded people they 
were unable to help – including 
women and children.
 Nearly all combat soldiers 
I have worked with or interviewed 
have, in some way, had to deal with 
a fellow soldier killed – or have 
killed an enemy or a civilian, or 
have  handled dead bodies. Wheth-
er killing an enemy or a civilian, or 
handling or witnessing the dead, 
a soldier remains intimately con-
nected to a death experience. An-
ger, survivor guilt, numbness, or 
sorrow settle down in memories, 
only to erupt at unexpected times 
when triggered by a thought or 
other reminder.
 So how does a person recon-
cile military duty with the civilian 
culture we know as home? What 
happens when we confuse pride 
with regret, desire to isolate with 
loneliness, and anger with sorrow? 
It’s clear to me that an important 
part of the warrior’s journey has 
been left undone. The results are 
the sufferings of the thousands and 
thousands of veterans who have yet 
to bring closure to their combat ex-
periences. And it is a sense of loss 

and an examination of values that 
surface more often than fear when 
I listen to the veterans talk of their 
unresolved combat issues.
 The emotional defenses 
needed during war likely cloud the 
ability to clearly cope with losses 
that frequently erupt following 
combat. However, in most indig-
enous cultures there are powerful 
ceremonies that help the returning 
warriors cleanse from their unre-
solved experiences. Community 
participation and witnessing often 
are key elements for reintegration 
and healing for the soldiers and the 
community. These ancient practic-
es are based on the belief that a war-
rior’s journey is not complete until 
they have truly and completely 
returned home – mind, body, and 
spirit. We can only hope that fu-
ture military treatment will offer as 
much attention to the return home 
as is currently invested in prepara-
tion for combat. It is not just the 
soldiers who are impacted, but our 
families and citizens as well, caus-
ing what could easily be defined as 
a national moral dilemma.

What about heaven?

 A significant number of 
veterans have come to a place of 
peace when answering the ques-
tion about heaven (or a person’s 
concept of some equivalent). They 
understand that combat situations 
called for actions and thoughts 
that do not define them (or their 
values) before or after their war-
time experiences. So for those who 
wonder about going to  heaven, 
we can hope  that they will be able 
to understand that who they were 
during combat is not what should 
define them in civilian life – except 
for the values they choose to retain 
– qualities such as pride, courage, 
and forgiveness. H
 You are invited to contact 
Mary Tendall with comments and/
or questions regarding PTSD. Her 
e-mail address is maryten@jps.net. 

Article re-printed by permission of Vietnow magazine
*The names of the veterans mentioned in this article have been changed to protect their privacy.

GET SOME HELP
Some things to try

Seek spiritual guidance if you 
are part of a religious or spiritual 
group.

Find a trusted friend or part-
ner, and talk about some of the 
points raised in this article.

A Soldier’s Heart retreat might 
help. Get the details at soldiers-
heart.com.

Find a spiritual outlet, whether 
it is going to church or spending 
time in a beautiful, natural set-
ting.

Be of service to other veterans. 
By helping and understanding 
others you may find a way to un-
derstand and help yourself.

Recommended reading
War and the Soul: Healing Our 
Nation’s Veterans From Post-
Traumatic Stress Disorder, by 
Edward Tick. Available on Ama-
zon.com and other outlets. Print 
and audio CD versions available.The photo shown on this page is a photographic model, and it is unrelated to any topic covered here.

photographic model
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Henry Lee Doublehead Center’s Easter Egg Hunt

A man on a mission, this little man is on a mission to fill his bucket 
with lots of Easter eggs.

This little fellow is waving to the big Easter bunny, well at least to 
the camera man.

These tykes are falling head over heels trying to beat everyone to the 
Easter eggs.

Sammy Still/GCN Sammy Still/GCN

This OKC Thunder fan has another egg spotted as she picks up an 
egg to place in her Easter basket.

Sometimes a little assistance is needed when hunting Easter eggs 
as this young tyke celebrates Easter week.

Oh boy! It’s time to check out these eggs for some tasty treats. Hey 
how do you open these eggs?

Sammy Still/GCN Sammy Still/GCN

Sammy Still/GCN Sammy Still/GCN


