
	 In	 an	 open	 letter	 to	 tribal	 members	 dated	
June	11,	2009,	United	Keetoowah	Band	of	Chero-
kee	 Indians	 in	 Oklahoma	 Chief	 George	 Wickliffe	
stated	that	last	week	the	United	States	Court	of	Ap-
peals	for	the	Tenth	Circuit	issued	its	ruling	that	the	
Department	 of	 	 Housing	 and	 Urban	 Development	
(HUD)	had	improperly	denied	the	UKB	tribe	fund-
ing	of	hundreds	of	thousands	of	dollars	in	housing	
grants	 under	 the	Native	American	Housing	Assis-
tance	 and	 Self-Determination	 Act	 of	 1986	 (NA-
HASDA).
	 This	decision	requires	HUD	to	adhere	to	the	
plain	 language	 of	 NAHASDA	 in	 awarding	 grants	
and	 constitutes	 a	 major	 victory	 for	 not	 only	 the	
Keetoowah	Cherokee	but	also	all	other	 tribes	 that	
do	not	presently	hold	land	in	trust.
	 The	Cherokee	Nation	of	Oklahoma	(CNO)	
promptly	 issued	 a	 press	 release	 claiming	 that	 the	
Tenth	 Circuit’s	 decision	 somehow	 buttressed	 its	
claim	to	be	the	legitimate	heir	to	the	historic	Cher-
okee	 Nation,	 a	 claim	 with	 which	 we	 (the	 UKB)	
wholeheartedly	disagree.		Moreover,	we	believe	that	
the	Tenth	Circuit’s	decision	has	little,	if	anything,	to	
do	with	sovereignty	issues	raised	by	the	CNO.
	 Rather	 than	 debate	 the	 issues	 through	 the	
media,	 the	 UKB	Administration	 chose	 to	 	 post	 a	
copy	of	the	decision	on	the	UKB	website	at	www.
unitedkeetoowahband.org	so	that	you	may	read	the	
actual	language	and	draw	your	own	conclusions.
	 “We	have	won	the	appeal	and	the	issue	has	
been	sent	back	to	the	10th	Circuit	Court	in	Musk-
ogee	to	issue	a	decision.		As	soon	as	that	decision	is	
made,	we	will	let	UKB	tribal	members	know	about	
the	 details	 and	 how	 much	 funding	 we	 will	 be	 re-
ceiving.  In the meantime, tribal members may fill 
out	applications	to	apply	for	rehabilitation	or	hous-
ing funding.  If your file has not been updated in 

the past year, you will be required to fill out a new 
application,”	 said	 UKB	 Tribal	Administrator	 Tim	
Good	Voice.		
 The UKB Housing office is located at 16315 
Scenic	Highway	10.		For	more	information,	call	the	
Housing office at (918) 431-1808. 

Secretary of the Interior Ken Salazar, Assistant Secretary Larry EchoHawk and other members of 
the secretary’s staff participated in a Friendship Dance with members of the Shoshone-Bannock 
Tribe. Salazar administered the oath of office to EchoHawk June 26. The former Idaho state attor-
ney general and Brigham Young law professor is the department’s 11th individual to hold the posi-
tion. EchoHawk is an enrolled member of the Pawnee Nation of Oklahoma. Photo courtesy Tami A. 
Heilemann/Department of Interior
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Court of Appeals rules for UKB in HUD Dispute

UNITED KEETOOWAH Band of Cherokee Indians Chief George Wickliffe, left, congratulates the new-
ly sworn-in Assistant Secretary of Indian Affairs Larry Echo Hawk during Echo Hawk’s official swearn-
ing-in ceremony June 26, in Washington, D.C. Keetoowah Cherokee Assistant Chief Charles Locust, 
center, also congratulated Mr. Echo Hawk.

N O T I C E
UKB Tribal members should 
make it a point to change reg-
istration for tribal member-
ship at all Indian hospitals and 
clinics to the full title of United 
Keetoowah Band of Cherokee 
Indians in Oklahoma.

	 If	your	mailing	address	has	changed	in	the	
last	six	(6)	months,	please	come	to	the	UKB	En-
rollment Office and update your mailing address 
so	you	will	receive	a	ballot	for	voting	in	a	special	
election.
	 In	 preparation	 for	 an	 upcoming	 special	
election	to	amend	the	UKB	Tribal	Constitution,		it	
is	important	to	have	current	addresses	for	all	UKB	

members.
	 This	will	be	a	Federal	Election	completely	
conducted	by	the	United	States	Government	using	
their	election	guidelines.	All	eligible	UKB	Voters	
including	those	who	are	18	years	of	age	or	older	
or	will	be	18	on/by	the	date	of	this	election,	will	be	
allowed	to	vote.
	 Voting	 will	 be	 by	 absentee	 ballot.	 Your	

current	 address	 is	 necessary	 in	 order	 for	 you	 to	
receive	a	ballot	from	the	B.I.A.	Along	with	your	
ballot	 you	will	 receive	 a	 self-addressed	 stamped	
envelop	 for	 mailing	your	 vote	 to	 the	 B.I.A.	The	
date	of	this	election	is	unknown	at	this	time.
	 Please	update	your	mailing	address	no	lat-
er than August 31.  For more information, contact 
the UKB Enrollment Office at (918) 453-9375.

Attention Tribal Members:  Update your Mailing Address to Vote in Special Election



Dear	Tribal	Members,

 Back five years ago,  when my administra-
tion	 was	 elected	 it	 was	 our	 goal	 to	 achieve	 a	 land	
base, catch up on four audits, and fix problems at the 
UKB.		With	this	Successor	in	Interest	decision	hand-
ed down to the UKB on June 24, 2009, it accom-
plishes	 that	milestone	for	 the	Keetoowah	Cherokee	
Nation…We	 can	 now	 establish	 programs	 that	 will	
benefit our tribe for our people’s future.
	 Successor	 in	Interest	means	we	are	heirs	 to	
the	old	Cherokee	Nation	and	equal	with	the	Cherokee	
Nation	of	Oklahoma	(CNO)	in	all	phases	of	Chero-
kee	people’s	activities.		We	have	achieved	what	our	
elders	planned	for	us	through	their	guidance,	and	our	
belief	in	God…our	people	will	now	be	cared	for	just	
like	other	Native	Americans,	 and	we	will	 train	our	
people	to	earn	the	best	 living	they	can	and	provide	
them	with	the	best	health	care	possible.		We	will	nev-
er	forget	our	elders	and	children,	as	well	as	all	of	our	
people.		We	will	always	never	forget	that	everything	
we do benefits all people in some way.  Let’s let the 
Great	Creator	continue	to	guide	our	way.		Also,	let’s	
give our most sincere thank you to the officials in 
Washington	and	our	lawyers,	plus	all	who	worked	so	
hard	to	accomplish	the	greatest	achievement	ever	for	
the	United	Keetoowah	Band	of	Cherokee	Indians	in	
Oklahoma.		Read	the	total	text	of	this	decision	which	
now	follows:
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United	States	Department	of	
the	Interior
OFFICE	OF	THE	SECRE-
TARY
WASHINGTON,	D.C.	
20240

United	Keetoowah	Band	of	Cherokee	Indians
v.
Director,	Eastern	Oklahoma	Region,	Bureau	of	In-
dian	Affairs.

Decision

Background
 Congress recognized the Keetoowah In-
dians	of	the	Cherokee	Nation	(UKB	or	Band)	as	
a band of Cherokee Indians eligible to organize 
under	the	Oklahoma	Indian	Welfare	Act	(OIWA)	
in 1946. In 1950 the UKB completed the organiza-
tion	process	under	 the	Oklahoma	Indian	Welfare	
Act, 25 U.S.c. § 501 et seq. While the UKB owns 
fee	land,	it	does	not	have	any	trust	land	over	which	
it	can	exercise	governmental	jurisdiction.
	 The	UKB	applied	 to	 the	Regional	Direc-
tor, Eastern Oklahoma Region, to have a 76-acre 
Community	Services	Parcel	taken	into	trust	in	June	
2004. On April 7, 2006, the Regional Director de-
nied	the	application,	citing	perceived	jurisdictional	
conflicts with the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma 
(CNO),	 the	 inability	 of	 the	 Bureau	 ofIndian	Af-
fairs	(BIA)	to	discharge	additional	responsibilities	
resulting	from	the	acquisition	of	the	land	in	trust	
status,	and	the	need	for	additional	environmental	
documentation.	The	UKB	appealed	the	decision	to	
the	Interior	Board	ofIndian	Appeals	(IBIA)	in	July	
2006.
 On April 5, 2008, the Assistant Secretary 
-	Indian	Affairs	(ASIA)	directed	the	Regional	Di-
rector	 to	request	a	 remand	from	the	IBIA	and	 to	
reconsider	her	decision,	to	infonn	the	UKB	of	the	
required	additional	environmental	evaluation,	and	
to	substantiate	the	basis	of	her	denial	or	arrive	at	a	
different	conclusion	based	on	the	evidence	before	
her.	The	ASIA	instructed	the	Regional	Director	to	

pay	particular	regard	to	the	provisions	of	the	UKB	
charter	which	contemplate	the	UKB	holding	land	
and	the	grounds	for	concluding	the	BIA	lacks	suf-
ficient resources to supervise the proposed trust 
acquisition.
	 The	 Regional	 Director	 issued	 her	 recon-
sidered	decision	on	August	8,	2008,	and	again	de-
nied	the	UKB’s	application	due	to	perceived	juris-
dictional conflicts with the CNG and the inability 
of	 the	 BIA	 to	 discharge	 the	 responsibilities	 that	
would	accompany	taking	the	land	into	trust.	In	ad-
dition,	 the	 Regional	 Director	 concluded	 that	 the	
UKB’s	Community	Services	Parcel	did	not	qual-
ify	for	a	categorical	exclusion	under	the	National	
Environmental	Policy	Act	(NEPA).	The	Regional	
Director	determined	the	documents	submitted	by	
the	UKB	did	not	 satisfy	NEPA	 requirements	 for	
the	proposed	fee-to-trust	acquisition.
	 The	 UKB	 appealed	 this	 decision	 to	 the	
IBIA. On September 4, 2008, the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary	for	Policy	and	Economic	Development	
informed	the	IBIA	that	he	was	taking	jurisdiction	
of the appeal pursuant to 25 C.F.R. § 2.20(c). The 
UKB,	 the	Regional	Director,	 and	 the	CNO	have	
briefed	the	issues.	In	addition,	the	parties	and	the	
CNO	have	briefed	the	effect	of	the	United	States	
Supreme Court’s decision in Carcieri v. Salazar, 
2009 LEXIS 1633,555 U.S.
(February 24,2009), on the UKB’s application.
The	UKB	application	raises	an	issue	that	was	not	
presented	 to	or	 addressed	by	 the	Carcieri	Court.	
The	Carcieri	Court	had	to	decide	whether	the	Sec-
retary	 could	 take	 land	 into	 trust	 today	 for	mem-
bers of a tribe that was in existence in 1934, and 
still	is,	but	that	was	not	under	federal	jurisdiction	
in 1934. The UKB application raises the question 
whether	the	Secretary	can	take	land	into	trust	to-
day	 for	 members	 ofa	 tribe	 that	 was	 not	 in	 exis-
tence in 1934 if that tribe is a successor in interest 
to	a	tribe	that	was	in	existence	and	under	federal	
jurisdiction in 1934. This question requires further 
consideration.
	 In	 the	 meantime,	 however,	 I	 reverse	 the	
Regional	 Director’s	 decision	 as	 to	 the	 perceived	
jurisdictional conflicts with the CNO, the BIA’s 
inability	to	administer	the	trust	parcel,	and	the	fail-
ure	ofthe	proposed	fee-to-trust	acquisition	to	qual-
ify	 for	a	categorical	exclusion.	But,	 at	 this	 time,	
I cannot determine my authority under Section 5 
ofthe Indian Reorganization Act because this ap-
peal	raises	issues	with	national	implications	which	
the	Department	needs	to	study	further.	I	therefore	
remand	 the	 application	 to	 the	 Regional	 Director	
to	apply	the	categorical	exception	checklist.	If	the	
Regional Director finds that the proposed fee-to-
trust acquisition satisfies the checklist, she will 
hold	the	application	pending	resolution	of	my	au-
thority	to	take	the	land	into	trust.

Decision
Standard	of	Review
	 Because	 the	 authority	 to	 take	 land	 into	
trust	 is	an	authority	delegated	 to	 the	ASIA,	 I	 re-
view	the
Regional	Director’s	decision	de	novo.

Echo Hawk Decision
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Analysis Under 25 C.F.R. Part 151
1. § 151.3 -Land acquisition policy
	 While	the	Deputy	Assistant	Secretary	was	
considering	the	Regional	Director’s	decision,	the	
Supreme	 Court	 issued	 its	 decision	 in	 Carcieri	 v.	
Salazar, 2009 LEXIS 1633,555 U.S. __ (Febru-
ary 24, 2009). In Carcieri, the Court considered 
whether	 the	 Secretary	 could	 take	 land	 into	 trust	
for	a	tribe	that	was	not	under	Federal	jurisdiction	
in 1934. The Court determined that section 19 of 
the Indian Reorganization Act (IRA), 25 U.S.C. § 
479, “limits the Secretary’s authority [under sec-
tion 5 of the IRA] to taking land into trust for the 
purpose	of	providing	 land	 to	members	of	a	 tribe	
that	was	under	federal	jurisdiction	when	the	IRA	
was enacted in June 1934.” Slip Op. at 2. The CNO 
and	the	Regional	Director	argue	that	because	the	
UKB did not exist in 1934, it was not under Fed-
eral	jurisdiction	and	the	Secretary	cannot	take	land	
into	trust	for	its	members.
 This argument oversimplifies the issue. 
The	 historical	 Cherokee	 Nation	 (historical	 CN)	
as it existed in 1934 no longer exists as a distinct 
political entity. Congress closed its rolls in 1907. 
Act of April 26, 1906,34 Stat. 137. After 103 
years,	 few,	 if	 any,	or	 its	members	 are	 still	 alive.	
Even	 though	 the	 historical	 CN	 no	 longer	 exists,	
its	sovereignty	continues	in	the	descendents	of	its	
members who have reorganized as the UKB and 
the	 CNO.	 They	 are	 successors	 in	 interest	 to	 the	
historical	CN.	The	question	here	is	different	from	
the	question	in	Carcieri.	The	question	is	whether	
a	 successor	 in	 interest	 stands	 in	 the	 place	 of	 its	
predecessor for the purposes of Section   5. 1

	 A	 successor	 in	 interest	 is	 a	 tribe	 whose	
members	 descend	 from	 members	 of	 a	 historical	
tribe	and	that	has	maintained	a	governmental	or-
ganization. United States v. Washington, 520 F.2d 
676, 693 (9th Cir. 1975), cert. denied, 423 U.S. 
1086 (1976). Both the UKB and the CNO descend 
from the historical CN. See Buzzard v. Oklahoma 
Tax Comm ‘n, 1992 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 22864 at 3 
(N.D.	Okla.	1992)	(“Another	descendant	of	the	old	
Cherokee tribe [other than the UKB] is the Cher-
okee	 Nation.”)	 And	 both	 have	 maintained	 their	
governmental organizations since they formed 
-the UKB in 1950 and the CNO in 1975. Accord-
ingly,	both	the	UKB	and	the	CNO	are	successors	
in	interest	to	the	historical	CN?
	 I	There	 is	no	doubt	 that	provisions	of	 the	
IRA	applied	to	the	historical	CN,	its	members,	and	
members of other tribes affiliated with it, except 
as specifically excluded by section 13. 25 U.S.c. 
§ 473. The express terms of section 13 of the IRA 
make	 certain	 sections	 of	 that	 act	 inapplicable	 to	
named	tribes	in	Oklahoma,	including	the	histori-
cal CN. Section 5 is not among the excluded sec-
tions.	Thus,	the	clear	implication	is	that	Congress	
intended	the	authority	to	acquire	lands	in	trust	un-
der section 5 to extend to the historical CN, and 
that	Congress	considered	the	Cherokee	located	in	
Oklahoma to meet the definition section of the IRA 
as a tribe under Federal jurisdiction in 1934. The 
historical	 CN	 was	 under	 Federal	 jurisdiction	 in	
1934 because the Secretary appointed the Chiefs 
and	 the	 President	 had	 to	 approve	 all	 legislative	
enactments.	Accordingly,	the	Secretary	could	take	
land	into	trust	for	the	historical	CN.
	 2	 The	 CNO	 has	 long	 maintained	 there	
is	no	distinction	between	 it	 and	 the	historic	CN.	
By closing the rolls in 1907, Congress effective-
ly	 imposed	a	sunset	provision	on	its	relationship	
with	 the	 historical	 CN.	The	 Federal	 relationship	
would	exist	so	long	as	its	members	survived.	This	
is	consistent	with	Congress’s	expectation	that	the	
government	of	the	historical	CN,	like	the	govern-
ments of the other Five Civilized Tribes, would 
not	be	permanent.	See.	e.g.,	Act	of	April	26,	1906,	
34 Stat. 137, § II. Moreover, there are significant 
political differences in governmental organization 
between	 this	 historical	 CN	 and	 the	 CNO	 which	
render the CNO a new political organization. The 
Secretary	 of	 the	 Interior	 appointed	 the	 Chief	 of	
the	 historic	 CN	 to	 perform	 ministerial	 acts.	The	
Secretary	 could	 remove	 the	 Chief	 for	 failure	 to	
perform his duties. Act of April 26, 1906, 34 Stat. 
137, § 6. Tribal voters elect the Principal Chief of 
the	CNO	to	perform	all	executive	functions.	The	

historic	 CN	 did	 not	 have	 a	 functioning	 legisla-
ture,	and	if	it	had,	its	enactments	would	have	been	
subject	to	presidential	approval.	The	CNO	has	an	
elected	Tribal	Council	which	is	free	of	presidential	
oversight.	The	courts	of	the	historic	CN	had	been	
outlawed	by	Congress	in	the	Curtis	Act.	The	CNO	
has	a	functioning	court	system.	The	CNO	is	a	new	
political organization, therefore, because the his-
torical	CN	no	longer	exists	and	the	CNO	govern-
ment	is	a	new	government.
	 It	is	well	settled	that	a	successor	in	interest	
enjoys	the	rights	ofthe	historical	tribe.	See	United	
States v. Washington, 520 F.2d 676 (successors in 
interest	enjoy	treaty	rights	of	predecessor	tribes.)	
It	is	not	clear	whether	a	successor	in	interest	steps	
into	the	place	ofthe	historical	tribe	for	the	purpos-
es ofSection 5.
 This issue is not confined to the UKB and 
CNO.	It	implicates	many	tribes.	The	Department	
is in the process ofanalyzing this and other issues 
raised by Carcieri. I must defer final decision on 
whether	I	have	authority	to	take	this	land	into	trust	
for	the	lJKB	until	the	Department	has	developed	
a	more	comprehensive	understanding	of	Carcieri	
and	its	impact	on	tribes	throughout	the	country.
2. § 151.4 -Acquisitions in Trust ofLands Owned 
in	Fee	by	an	Indian
	 This	 section	 is	 not	 applicable	 to	 this	 re-
quest	because	the	proposed	acquisition	is	for	prop-
erty	owned	by	the	Tribe.
3. § 151.5 -Trust Acquisitions in Oklahoma under 
Section 5 ofthe LR.A.
	 As	 explained	 above,	 I	 have	 authority	 to	
take land into trust pursuant to Section 5 of the 
IRA.
4. § 151.6 -Exchanges
	 This	section	is	not	applicable	to	the	UKB’s	
request	because	the	UKB	is	the	sole	owner	ofthe	
property	to	be	taken	in	trust.
5. § 151.7 -Acquisitions of Fractional Interests
	 This	section	is	not	applicable	to	the	UKB’s	
request	because	the	UKB	is	the	sole	owner	of	the	
property	to	be	taken	in	trust.
6. § 151.8 -Tribal Consent for Non-Member Ac-
quisitions
	 This	section	provides	 that	an	Indian	 tribe	
“may	acquire	land	in	trust	status	on	a	reservation	
other	than	its	own	only	when	the	governing	body	
ofthe	 Tribe	 having	 jurisdiction	 over	 such	 reser-
vation consents in writing to the acquisition.” 25 
C.F.R. § l5l.2(f). The regulations define a reserva-
tion in Oklahoma as “that area ofland constituting 
the former reservation ofthe Tribe as defined by 
the	 Secretary.”	The	 Department	 consistently	 has	
found the former treaty lands ofthe Five Civilized 
Tribes	 to	 be	 “former	 reservations.”	 The	 UKB’s	
property	is	located	within	the	last	treaty	boundar-
ies of the Cherokee Nation as defined by the terms 
of the Treaty of New Echota, 7 Stat. 478 (Decem-
ber 29, 1835), and the 1866 treaty between the 
Cherokee Nation and the United States, 14 Stat. 
799 (July 19, 1866). Congress overrode this regu-
latory	requirement	with	respect	to	lands	within	the	
boundaries	of	the	former	Cherokee	reservation	by	
including	in	the	Interior	and	Related	Agencies	Ap-
propriations	Act	of	1999	the	following	language:	
“until	 such	 time	 as	 legislation	 is	 enacted	 to	 the	
contrary,	no	funds	shall	be	used	to	take	land	into	
trust	within	the	boundaries	of	the	original	Chero-
kee	 territory	 in	 Oklahoma	 without	 consultation	
with the Cherokee Nation.” 112 Stat. 2681-246. 
CNO	does	not	need	to	consent	to	the	acquisition	
in	trust	of	the	UKB’s	land.	It	is	only	necessary	that	
the	 Department	 consult	 with	 the	 CNO.	The	 De-
partment satisfied this requirement when it solic-
ited	comments	from	the	CNO?
7. § 151.9 -Request for Approval of Acquisitions
The UKB satisfied this requirement by submitting 
a	written	request	and	supporting	materials	on	June	
9,2004, to have the 76-acre Community Services 
Parcel	taken	into	trust.
8. §§ 151.10 & 151.11 -On and Off Reservation 
Acquisitions
	 The	 UKB	 submitted	 this	 application	 as	
one	 for	an	on-reservation	acquisition.	 I	need	not	
decide	whether	this	is	an	on-or	off-reservation	ac-
quisition	because	the	result	is	the	same	under	both	
analyses.
(a)	 The	 existence	 of	 statutory	 authority	 for	 the	
acquisition	and	any	limitations	contained	in	such	
authority.
	 I	have	statutory	authority	to	take	land	into	
trust for the UKB pursuant to Section 5 ofthe 

IRA.
(b)	The	need	ofthe	Tribe	for	additional	land.
	 The	 UKB	 has	 no	 land	 in	 held	 in	 trust.	 I	
therefore find that the UKB has a need for this 
land	to	be	taken	in	trust.
(c)	The	purposes	for	which	the	land	will	be	used.
UKB	intends	 to	use	 the	property	 to	operate	pro-
grams	 which	 provide	 services	 to	 its	 members.	
This purpose does not conflict with existing zon-
ing	and	use	patterns	or	with	state	or	Federal	law.	I	
find the purposes for which the land will be used 
are	permissible.
(d)	The	amount	of	trust	land	owned	by	an	individ-
ual	Indian	and	the	need	for	assistance	in	handling	
affairs.
	 This	 section	 does	 not	 apply	 because	 the	
application	is	for	tribally	owned	land.
(e)	If	the	land	to	be	acquired	is	in	unrestricted	fee	
status,	the	impact	on	the	state	and	its	political	sub-
division	 resulting	 from	 the	 removal	 of	 the	 land	
from	the	tax	rolls.
	 The	 record	 contains	 nothing	 to	 indicate	
that	 the	 state	 or	 any	 of	 its	 political	 subdivisions	
submitted	comments	on	the	UKB’s	fee	to	trust	ap-
plication.	 In	 her	 decision,	 the	 Regional	 Director	
stated	that	“No	negative	impacts	from	the	loss	of	
the property tax revenue were identified by” the 
Cherokee	County	Commissioners	or	the	Cherokee	
County	Treasurer.
3 Letter from Jeanette Hanna to Chadwick Smith, 
Principal	 Chief,	 Cherokee	 Nation	 of	 Oklahoma,	
February 28, 2005.
(f) Jurisdictional problems and potential conflicts 
of	land	use	which	may	arise.
	 The	 Regional	 Director’s	 conclusion	 that	
there would be problematic conflicts ofjurisdiction 
between	the	CNO	and	the	UKB	if	this	land	were	
taken	 into	 trust	 for	 the	 UKB	 is	 premised	 on	 the	
conclusion	 that	 the	 CNO	 has	 exclusive	 jurisdic-
tion	over	its	former	reservation.	This	conclusion,	
in	tum,	is	premised	on	a	narrow	reading	that	 the	
1946 Act authorizing the Keetoowahs to organize 
as	a	band	under	the	OIWA	withheld	from	the	tribe	
any	 territorial	 jurisdiction.	This	 reading	 is	 incor-
rect.
 The 1946 Act is silent as to the authori-
ties	that	the	Band	would	have.	It	provides:	“That	
the	Keetoowah	Indians	of	the	Cherokee	Nation	of	
Oklahoma shall be recognized as a band of Indi-
ans	residing	in	Oklahoma	within	 the	meaning	of	
section 3 of the [OIWA].” 60 Stat. 976 (August 10, 
1946). This Act authorized the Keetoowah Chero-
kees to organize as a band under the OIWA. On its 
face,	it	 imposes	no	limitations	on	the	Band’s	au-
thority. It merely recognizes the Band’s sovereign 
authority. That authority extends “over both [its] 
members and [its] territory.” United States v. Ma-
zurie, 419 U.S. 544,557 (l975). There is no reason, 
on	the	face	of	the	Act,	that	the	Keetoowah	Band	
would	have	less	authority	than	any	other	band	or	
tribe.
Section 476(f) of the IRA mandates this conclu-
sion.	That	section	provides:
	 Departments	 or	 agencies	 of	 the	 United	
States	shall	not	...	make	any	decision	or	determi-
nation pursuant to the [IRA], or any other Act of 
Congress, with respect to a federally recognized 
Indian tribe that classifies, enhances, or diminish-
es	 the	privileges	and	immunities	available	 to	 the	
Indian tribe relative to other federally recognized 
tribes	by	virtue	of	their	status	as	Indian	tribes.
25 U.S.C. § 476(f). This section, therefore, pro-
hibits the Department from finding that the UKB 
lacks	territorial	jurisdiction	while	other	tribes	have	
territorial	jurisdiction.	UKB,	like	CNO,	possesses	
the	 authority	 to	 exercise	 territorial	 jurisdiction	
over	its	tribal	lands.
	 The	 Regional	 Director	 relies	 on	 letters	
from an Acting Assistant Secretary, the Office 
of Law Enforcement Services, and two Regional 
Directors	to	state	that	“The	Secretary	has	consis-
tently opined that the [CNO] exercises exclusive 
jurisdiction	over	trust	and	restricted	lands	within	
the	former	Cherokee	treaty	boundaries.”	The	letter	
from	the	Acting	Assistant	Secretary	was	written	in	
1987, before Congress prohibited the Department 
from	making	distinctions	as	to	the	privileges	and	
immunities oftribes. The Law Enforcement Ser-
vices and Regional Director letters4 are not bind-
ing	 on	 me.	 Moreover,	 their	 conclusions	 are	 sus-
pect	because	they	do	not	reveal	their	analysis	and	
basis, and fail to address Section 476(f). The Re-
gional	Director	maintains	 that	 the	Federal	courts	
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have “confirmed” the view that the CNO exercises 
exclusive	 jurisdiction	 over	 the	 former	 Cherokee	
reservation.	 But	 the	 decisions	 she	 cites,	 United	
Keetoowah	Band	v.	Secretary,	No.	90C-
608-B (N.D. Okla.) Order May 31, 1991, and Unit-
ed Keetoowah Band v. Mankiller, No. 92-C585-
B (N.D. Okla.) Order January 27,1993, afJ’d 2 
F.3d 1161 (loth Cir. 1993), were both decided be-
fore Congress passed section 476(f) and are based 
on	the	Department’s	position	at	that	time	that	CNO	
had	exclusive	jurisdiction.
4 The letters are dated September 22, 2003, Octo-
ber 31, 2002, and September 26, 2003.
	 The	conclusion	that	the	CNO	does	not	en-
joy	exclusive	jurisdiction	over	the	former	Chero-
kee	reservation	is	consistent	with	the	1998	appro-
priations	rider	which	provided	that	no	appropriated	
funds	 shall	 be	 used	 to	 acquire	 land	 into	 trust	
within	 the	 former	 Cherokee	 reservation	 without	
consulting	with	 the	CNO.	If	CNO	had	exclusive	
jurisdiction	over	the	former	Cherokee	reservation,	
Congress	would	have	required	consent	ofCNO,	as	
the Department’s land acquisition regulations, 25 
c.P.R. Part 151, provide.
	 The	fact	that	the	UKB’s	charter,	approved	
by the Assistant Secretary in 1950, authorizes the 
UKB	to	hold	land	for	tribal	purposes	weighs	heav-
ily in favor of finding that the UKB can have land 
taken	into	trust.	Section	l(b)	ofthe	charter	identi-
fies “the acquisition ofland” as one of the corpora-
tion’s	purposes.	The	Regional	Director	comment-
ed	the	UKB’s	corporate	charter	“does	not	override	
the	longstanding	position	ofthe	Bureau	or	the	cited	
court	rulings	...	that	affect	this	request	in	relation	
to	the	historical,	former	boundaries	of	the	Chero-
kee	 Nation.”	The	 Regional	 Director	 has	 misper-
ceived the relative significance of the charter ap-
proval	 and	 the	more	 recent	 statements	by	acting	
and subordinate officials. It is beyond dispute that 
when the UKB organized in 1950, the Band and 
the	Assistant	Secretary,	 in	approving	 the	charter,	
anticipated	 that	 the	UKB	would	hold	 tribal	 trust	
property.	It	is	the	statements	of	the	acting	and	sub-
ordinate officials that can’t be given weight over 
the	approval	of	the	corporate	charter.	Indeed,	the	
approval	statement	signed	by	the	Assistant	Secre-
tary on May 8, 1950, states in pertinent part:
 Upon ratification of this Charter all rules 
and	regulations	heretofore	promulgated	by	the	In-
terior	Department	or	by	the	Bureau	of	Indian	Af-
fairs,	so	far	as	they	may	be	incompatible	with	any	
of	the	provisions	of	the	said	Charter	and	the	Con-
stitution	 and	Bylaws	will	 be	 inapplicable	 to	 this	
Band from and after the date of their ratification 
thereof [October 3, 1950].
 All officers and employees of the Interior 
Department	are	ordered	to	abide	by	the	provisions	
of	the	said	Constitution	and	Bylaws,	and	the	Char-
ter.
	 Moreover,	 as	 demonstrated	 above,	 the	
Bureau’s	 position	 that	 the	 CNO	 had	 exclusive	
jurisdiction	within	 the	 former	Cherokee	 reserva-
tion	and	the	court	decisions	the	Regional	Director	
relies	upon	do	not	account	 for	 the	congressional	
mandate	to	the	Department	not	to	distinguish	be-
tween	 the	privileges	 and	 immunities	of	different	
tribes.	 This	 fact	 further	 supports	 the	 conclusion	
that	the	CNO	does	not	have	exclusive	jurisdiction	
within	the	former	Cherokee	reservation.
	 Both	 the	UKB	and	CNO	 intend	 to	 assert	
jurisdiction	over	the	UKB’	s	trust	land.	I	conclude,	
however,	that	this	situation	would	not	preclude	me	
from	taking	the	land	into	trust	for	the	UKB.	The	
UKB	would	have	exclusive	jurisdiction	over	land	
that	the	United	States	holds	in	trust	for	the	Band.	
Moreover,	even	if	the	UKB	had	to	share	jurisdic-
tion	with	the	CNO,	such	shared	jurisdiction	would	
not	 preclude	 me	 from	 taking	 the	 land	 into	 trust.	
Shared	 jurisdiction	 is	 unusual;	 but	 it	 is	 not	 un-
heard	of.	Indeed,	the	Department	anticipated	that	
there	would	be	situations	in	which	two	tribes	must	
share jurisdiction. Solicitor’s Opinion, M-27796 
(November 7, 1934). 1 Gp. Sol. on Indian Affairs 
478 (U.S.D.l. 1979). The Regional Director re-
ported	in	a	memorandum	dated	April	12,2009	that	
several	 tribes	 within	 the	 Eastern	 Oklahoma	 Re-
gion share jurisdiction over parcels held in trust. 5 
The	Eastern	Shawnee	Tribe	of	Oklahoma,	the	Mi-
ami	Tribe	of	Oklahoma,	the	Modoc	Tribe	of	Okla-
homa,	the	Ottawa	Tribe	of	Oklahoma,	the	Peoria	
Tribe	of	Indians	of	Oklahoma,	the	Quapaw	Tribe	
of	Indians	of	Oklahoma,	the	Seneca-Cayuga	Tribe	
of	Oklahoma,	and	the	Wyandotte	Nation	all	share	

a 40.5 acre trust parcel. Those same tribes, except 
for the Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma, share a 114 
acre	parcel	also.	In	a	situation	directly	analogous	
the	UKB,	Thlopthlocco	Creek	Tribal	Town	has	19	
parcels	of	trust	land	within	the	former	Creek	res-
ervation.	Outside	 the	Eastern	Oklahoma	Region,	
the	Caddo	Tribe	of	Oklahoma,	the	Delaware	Tribe	
of	Western	Oklahoma,	and	the	Wichita	Band	share	
2,306.08 acres of land held in trust. The Coman-
che,	Kiowa,	and	Apache	Tribes	of	Oklahoma	also	
share	 jurisdiction.	 The	 Shoshone	 and	 Arapaho	
Tribes	manage	their	shared	reservation	through	a	
Joint	Business	Council.	The	UKB	and	 the	CNO	
should	be	able,	as	these	other	tribes	have	done,	to
find a workable solution to shared jurisdiction.
(g)	 If	 the	 land	 to	 be	 acquired	 is	 in	 fee	 status,	
whether	 the	Bureau	ofIndian	Affairs	 is	equipped	
to	discharge	the	additional	responsibilities	result-
ing	from	the	acquisition	in	trust	status.	
	 In	his	directions	to	the	Regional	Director,	
the	Assistant	Secretary	stated	that	the	duties	asso-
ciated	with	this	trust	acquisition	would	not	be	sig-
nificant and that she should either substantiate her 
decision	or	conclude	that	the	BIA	could	discharge	
its	duties.	The	Regional	Director	maintains	that	the	
BIA	is	not	equipped	to	discharge	the	additional	re-
sponsibilities	resulting	from	this	trust	acquisition	
because	 the	duties	of	 the	Talequah	Agency	have	
been contracted to CNO and the office has been 
shuttered.	She	wrote	 that	 there	are	no	additional	
funds	for	providing	services	to	this	trust	acquisi-
tion.
	 The	 Regional	 Director	 has	 failed	 to	 sub-
stantiate her decision. She fails to identify specific 
duties	 that	 the	BIA	will	 incur.	As	a	general	mat-
ter,	the	Regional	Director	wrote,	“Responsibilities	
range	from	a	multitude	of	areas	beyond	oversight	
ofthe	 trust	 property	 to	 such	 areas	 as	 trespass	 is-
sues	to	agricultural	issues	to	wildlife	management	
to	lease	compliance.”	She	fails	to	substantiate	that	
those	issues	will	arise	with	this	trust	parcel,	or	that	
they	cannot	be	effectively	administered	by	the	Re-
gion	or	contracted	to	lJKB.	Because	the	Assistant	
Secretary	found	the	BIA	could	discharge	the	duties	
associated	with	this	trust	acquisition	and	because	
the	Regional	Director	has	not	substantiated	her	de-
cision, the Assistant Secretary’s finding stands.
(h)	The	extent	to	which	the	applicant	has	provided	
information	 that	 allows	 the	 Secretary	 to	 comply	
with 516 DM 6, appendix 4, National Environ-
mental	Policy	Act	Revised	 Implementing	Proce-
dures, and 602 DM 2, Land Acquisition: Hazard-
ous	Substances	Determinations.
	 In	 her	August	 6,	 2008,	 decision,	 the	 Re-
gional	 Director	 found	 that	 the	 proposed	 fee-to-
trust	acquisition	does	not	qualify	for	a	categorical	
exclusion	under	the	National	Environmental	Pol-
icy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.c. § 4371 et seq., and the 
Bureau’s	categorical	exclusions	for	land	convey-
ances found in the Departmental Manual at 516 
DM 10.5(1).
5 Memorandum re: “Carcieri v. Salazar, “ to Act-
ing	 Deputy	 Assistant	 Secretary	 for	 Policy	 and	
Economic	Development,	Director,	BIA,	and	Dep-
uty	 Bureau	 Director,	 Field	 Operations	 from	 Re-
gional	Director,	Eastern	Oklahoma	Region,	April	
12,	2009.
	 Categorical	 exclusions	 are	 categories	 of	
actions	which	do	not	individually	or	cumulatively	
have a significant effect on the human environ-
ment,	and	for	which	neither	an	environmental	as-
sessment	 nor	 environmental	 impact	 statement	 is	
required.	 See	 Regulations	 for	 Implementing	 the	
National Environmental Policy Act, 40 C.F.R. § 
1508.4. The categorical exclusion applicable to 
the	Band’s	application	is	listed	in	the	Departmen-
tal Manual at 516 DM 10.5(1):
Land Conveyance and Other Transfers. Approv-
als	 or	 grants	 of	 conveyances	 and	 other	 transfers	
of	interests	in	land	where	no	change	in	land	use	is	
planned.
	 If	 the	 Band	 plans	 no	 change	 in	 land	 use	
resulting	from	the	acceptance	of	 the	Community	
Services	Parcel	in	trust,	this	categorical	exclusion	
may	be	used,	and	neither	an	environmental	assess-
ment	 nor	 an	 environmental	 impact	 statement	 is	
required. Because I find that there is no change in 
use	planned,	I	conclude	the	proposed	fee-to-trust	
acquisition qualifies for a categorical exclusion, 
reverse	 the	 Regional	 Director’s	 decision	 on	 this	
factor,	and	remand	the	application	to	her	to	apply	
the	categorical	exclusion	checklist.
In	her	August	6,	20008,	decision,	the	Regional	Di-

rector	concluded:
The	 proposed	 fee-to-trust	 acquisition	 does	 not	
qualify	 for	 a	 categorical	 exclusion	 because	 the	
UKB	 plans	 to	 develop	 the	 subject	 property.	The	
UKB	has	well	established	plans	for	the	future	de-
velopment	of	the	property	that	precludes	taking	it	
into	trust	without	NEPA	review.
	 In	her	decision,	the	Regional	Director	ap-
pears	 to	 identify	 two	categories	of	development:	
1)	the	Civil	Service	Defense	Center	and	a	Cultural	
Resource	 Center	 and	 Museum	 that	 are	 currently	
under	construction,	and	2)	possible	development	
of the entire 76 acres.
 With regard to the first category, the con-
struction	of	these	two	facilities	predates	the	federal	
action	of	acquiring	the	land	in	trust	which	triggers	
NEPA	review.	The	acquisition	of	land	in	trust	is	a	
major federal action requiring NEPA analysis. 25 
C.F.R. § l51.l0(h). Because these two construction 
projects were begun before the final decision has 
been	 made	 on	 whether	 the	 Community	 Services	
Parcel	is	to	be	acquired	in	trust,	they	fall	outside	
ofthe	scope	ofthe	NEPA	review	for	the	UKB	fee-
to-trust	application.	The	construction	of	the	Civil	
Services	 Defense	 Center	 and	 Cultural	 Resource	
Center	and	Museum,	 therefore,	need	not	be	ana-
lyzed under NEPA for this fee-to-trust applica-
tion.
	 With	 regard	 to	 the	 second	 category,	 the	
possible development for the entire 76 acres, the
Regional	 Director	 notes	 that	 the	 Environmental	
Site	Assessment	 (ESA)	 shows	 planned	 develop-
ment for the entire 76-acre site. The Regional Di-
rector	relied	on	the	site	map	of	the	Band’s	Com-
munity	Services	Master	Plan	contained	in	the	July	
30,2008, ESA for the Civil Services Defense Cen-
ter	and	Cultural	Resource	Center	and	Museum	to	
conclude	 that	 “plans	 for	 the	 development	 of	 the	
property by the UKB are sufficiently established 
to	require	NEPA	review.”	The	Regional	Director’s	
determination	is	 likely	based	on	a	prior	determi-
nation	contained	in	a	memorandum	dated	Decem-
ber 22, 2005, from the Division Chief, Division 
of	Environmental,	Safety	and	Cultural	Resources,	
which	 concluded	 that	 the	 Community	 Services	
Parcel	does	not	qualify	for	a	categorical	exclusion.	
See	Memorandum	from	Division	Chief,	Division	
of	Environmental,	Safety	and	Cultural	Resources	
to Realty Officer, Division of Real Estate Servic-
es, Admin. Rec. No. 43. In the memorandum, the 
Division Chief stated that the June 2004 Environ-
mental	Site	Assessments	“indicated	there	will	be	
future development on the 76-acre parcel, so the 
current	land	use	will	not	remain	unchanged.”	Id.
The LTKB’s application of June 9, 2004, states 
that	 the	 acquisition	 of	 the	 Community	 Services	
Parcel qualifies for a categorical exclusion because 
the	“current	use	of	the	land	for	tribal	government	
programs and services [) will not change.” See 
Application	 at	 16,	Admin.	Rec.	No.1.	The	Band	
confirmed its lack ofplans for future development 
in a letter dated November 4, 2005, in which the 
Band’s	General	Counsel	reiterated	that	the	Band’s	
application states that “the Band has no specific 
plans	to	use	the	land	for	any	purpose	other	than	its	
current use.” See Letter from Dianne Baker Har-
rold,	 UKB	 General	 Counsel	 to	 Jeanette	 Hanna,	
Area Director [sic] at 24, Admin. Rec. No. 39.
	 The	 Regional	 Director’s	 conclusion	 is	 at	
odds	with	the	Band’s	statements	that	no	change	in	
land	use	will	occur.	 I	must,	 therefore,	determine	
whether there is sufficient evidence in the record to 
conclude whether the Band’s plans are sufficiently 
well	established	and	whether	a	categorical	exclu-
sion	is	available.	Upon	review	of	the	administra-
tive	 record,	 I	 conclude	 that	 the	Band’s	plans	 for	
future	 development	 of	 the	 Community	 Services	
Parcel are not sufficiently well established and do 
not	exclude	them	from	a	categorical	exclusion.
	 The	 only	 evidence	 in	 the	 record	 of	 pos-
sible	development	 for	 the	Parcel	 are	 two	 single-
page	site	plans	contained	in	the	ESA	of	the	Civil	
Service	Defense	Center	and	a	Cultural	Resource	
Center	 and	 Museum	 submitted	 by	 the	 Band	 on	
July 30, 2008. See Environmental Site Assess-
ment, Admin. Rec. No. 77. While these site plans 
show	the	location	ofpossible	future	development,	
there	is	no	other	indication	in	the	record	that	these	
plans	have	advanced	further,	or	that	there	will	be	
a	change	of	land	use	resulting	from	the	acquisition	
in	trust.
	 The	Department	stated	in	the	preamble	to	
the	Final	Notice	of	Revised	Procedures,	61	Fed.	



Reg. 67,845 (December 24, 1996), that the possi-
bility	of	future	plans	does	not	preclude	the	use	of	
a	categorical	exclusion:
Comment:	Question	as	to	whether	the	categorical	
exclusion	of	 land	conveyances	where	no	change	
in	land	use	is	planned	might	still	allow	for	some	
degree	of	planned	development	or	physical	altera-
tion	of	the	land	without	triggering	NEPA	review.
Response:	It	is	unrealistic	to	expect	land	to	be	con-
veyed	with	no	plan	whatsoever	for	its	future	use.	
Whether	or	not	the	conveyance	is	categorically	ex-
cluded is a matter ofjudgment by the BIA official 
responsible	for	NEPA	compliance	as	to	how	well	
the	plan	is	established.	The	categorical	exclusion	
does	not,	however,	allow	for	any	development	or	
physical	alteration	to	actually	take	place.
	 The	Band’s	site	plans	reveal	the	possibility	
of	future	development	plans,	but	 these	site	plans	
alone do not provide sufficient evidence of a well-
established	plan	by	 the	Band	 to	change	 the	 land	
use	of	the	Parcel	following	acquisition	in	trust.
 Estate Services, Admin. Rec. No. 43. In 
the	memorandum,	 the	Division	Chief	 stated	 that	
the June 2004 Environmental Site Assessments 
“indicated	there	will	be	future	development	on	the	
76-acre parcel, so the current land use will not re-
main	unchanged.”	Id.
 The UKB’s application of June 9, 2004, 
states	that	the	acquisition	of	the	Community	Ser-
vices Parcel qualifies for a categorical exclusion 
because	 the	 “current	 use	 of	 the	 land	 for	 tribal	
government programs and services [] will not 
change.”	See	Application	at	16,	Admin.	Rec.	No.1.	
The Band confirmed its lack of plans for future de-
velopment in a letter dated November 4, 2005, in 
which	the	Band’s	General	Counsel	reiterated	that	
the	 Band’s	 application	 states	 that	 “the	 Band	 has	
no specific plans to use the land for any purpose 
other than its current use.” See Letter from Dianne 
Baker	Harrold,	UKB	General	Counsel	to	Jeanette	
Hanna, Area Director [sic] at 24, Admin. Rec. No. 
39.
	 The	 Regional	 Director’s	 conclusion	 is	 at	
odds	with	the	Band’s	statements	that	no	change	in	
land	use	will	occur.	 I	must,	 therefore,	determine	
whether there is sufficient evidence in the record to 
conclude whether the Band’s plans are sufficiently 
well	established	and	whether	a	categorical	exclu-
sion	 is	 available.	Upon	 review	ofthe	 administra-
tive	 record,	 I	 conclude	 that	 the	Band’s	plans	 for	
future	 development	 of	 the	 Community	 Services	
Parcel are not sufficiently well established and do 
not	exclude	them	from	a	categorical	exclusion.
	 The	 only	 evidence	 in	 the	 record	 of	 pos-
sible	development	 for	 the	Parcel	 are	 two	 single-
page	site	plans	contained	in	the	ESA	of	the	Civil	
Service	Defense	Center	and	a	Cultural	Resource	
Center	 and	 Museum	 submitted	 by	 the	 Band	 on	
July 30, 2008. See Environmental Site Assess-
ment, Admin. Rec. No. 77. While these site plans 
show	the	location	of	possible	future	development,	
there	is	no	other	indication	in	the	record	that	these	
plans	have	advanced	further,	or	that	there	will	be	
a	change	of	land	use	resulting	from	the	acquisition	
in	trust.
	 The	Department	stated	in	the	preamble	to	
the	Final	Notice	of	Revised	Procedures,	61	Fed.	
Reg. 67,845 (December 24, 1996), that the possi-
bility	of	future	plans	does	not	preclude	the	use	of	
a	categorical	exclusion:
Comment:	Question	as	to	whether	the	categorical	
exclusion	of	land	conveyances	where	no
change	in	land	use	is	planned	might	still	allow	for	
some	degree	of	planned	development	or
physical	alteration	of	 the	 land	without	 triggering	
NEPA	review.
Response:	It	is	unrealistic	to	expect	land	to	be	con-
veyed	with	no	plan	whatsoever	for	its	future	use.	
Whether	or	not	the	conveyance	is	categorically	ex-
cluded is a matter ofjudgment by the BIA official 
responsible	for	NEPA	compliance	as	to	how	well	
the	plan	is	established.	The	categorical	exclusion	
does	not,	however,	allow	for	any	development	or	
physical	alteration	to	actually	take	place.
	 The	Band’s	site	plans	reveal	the	possibility	
of	future	development	plans,	but	these	site	plans
alone do not provide sufficient evidence of a well-
established	plan	by	 the	Band	 to	change	 the	 land	
use	ofthe	Parcel	following	acquisition	in	trust.
	 With	regard	 to	 future	development	plans,	
in	a	letter	dated	May	9,2008,	counsel	for	the	Band	
explained	that	the	Band	has	thus	far	used	federal	
funding	from	the	Department	of	Housing	and	Ur-

ban	Development	(HUD)	to	develop	its	facilities	
on	 the	 Community	 Services	 Parcel.	 The	 Band’s	
counsel	 also	 stated	 that	 there	 are	 no	 additional	
plans	to	construct	new	facilities	because	the	Band	
does	not	have,	and	has	not	applied	for	H1JD	fund-
ing	to	further	develop	the	Parcel.	See	May	9,2008,	
Letter from Michael Rossetti to Jeanette Hanna 
at 2, Admin. Rec. No. 63. There is nothing in the 
record	 that	 contradicts	 these	 statements	 and	 the	
statements	made	in	the	Band’s	application.6
Given	the	lack	of	evidence	in	the	record	of	well-
established	development	plans,	I	conclude	that	the	
categorical exclusion found at 516 DM 10.5(1) is 
available	 to	 the	Band	 for	 the	acquisition	 in	 trust	
of	the	Community	Services	Parcels.	In	accordance	
with BIA procedures found at 59 lAM 3-H 32. (A), 
the	Regional	Director	must	complete	the	categori-
cal	exclusion	checklist.

Conclusion
	 After	 considering	 all	 the	 factors	 in	 Part	
151, I conclude that the perceived jurisdictional 
conflicts between the UKB and the CNO are not 

so significant that I should deny the UKB’s ap-
plication	and	that	the	Regional	Director	failed	to	
substantiate	 her	 opinion	 that	 the	 BIA	 could	 not	
administer	the	subject	 land	if	 it	 is	 in	trust	status.	
Finally,	I	conclude	that	the	Regional	Director	was	
mistaken	and	that	the	Community	Services	Parcel	
qualifies for a categorical exclusion because the 
UKB	 does	 not	 have	 developed	 plans	 to	 change	
the	use	of	the	land.	Accordingly,	I	remand	the	ap-
plication	back	 to	 the	Regional	Director	 to	 apply	
the	categorical	exclusion	checklist	and	direct	her	
to	hold	 the	application,	unless	 the	proposed	 fee-
to-trust	acquisition	does	not	satisfy	the	checklist,	
pending	resolution	of	my	authority	to	take	the	land	
into	trust.

Date: June 24, 2009

Larry Echo Hawk
Assistant	Secretary	-Indian	Affairs
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AUDITOR, CRAIG Legner and Tribal Attornery(s) gave an outstanding review for the United 
Keetoowah Band’s Audit for FY2008 during the June 6, 2009 tribal council meeting. Auditor Legner 
told the tribal representatives and administration that the tribe has done an outstanding job keeping 
records of Federal and Tribal spending and should be commended for a job well done. Picture in the 
foreground is Keetoowah Cherokee Tahlequah District Representative Betty Holcomb and Sequoyah 
District Representative Barry Dotson with Legner seated at the table.

The Keetoowah Cherokee Language, History 
and Culture Department is looking for traditional 
Keetoowah Cherokee people who would like to 
share their skills with youth.  Whether it is basket-
making,  stickball, 
marbles, bow-making, 
traditional cooking or 
any other skill, we 
need you! 
Please contact 
Cindy Hair, Cultural 
Coordinator at: 
918-431-9998

Are you a 
Keetoowah Cherokee 
with traditional skills?

Tribe get outstanding audit
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Keetoowah Tag Agency, p. O. Box 746, Tahlequah, OK 74464
ATTENTION:

Renew	your	tag	or	Register	your	vehicle	by	mail.	If	you	would	like	further	
information you may contact the UKB Tag Agency at (918) 456-3235.

Office Hours: Monday - Friday  8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
1st and 3rd Saturdays of the month 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

	 “I’m	Joe	T.,	and	I’m	an	addict…”	can	now	
be	heard	in	yet	another	venue	in	Oklahoma.		Joe	
Jenkins,	 Clinical	 Supervisor,	 Keetoowah	 Chero-
kee	Treatment	Services	(KCTS),	says,	“We	have	
brought to Oklahoma the first Methadone Anony-
mous	meetings.”	
	 The	 national	 	 Methadone	 Anonymous	
(MA)	 website,	 	 methadone-anonymous.org	 ,	 de-
scribes the organization as “…a fellowship of men 
and	 women	 who	 are	 current	 and	 former	 metha-
done	patients.	Together	we	have	formed	a	12-step	
recovery organization to help each other recover 
from	addiction…	“
	 MA	 believes	 that	 “methadone	 is	 a	 thera-
peutic	tool	of	recovery	...”		They	also	believe	that	
“continued	 abstinence	 from	 opiates	 and	 other	
chemicals,	including	alcohol,	is	the	foremost	goal	
of	recovery.	It	is	the	purpose	of	this	fellowship	to	
learn	 to	 develop	 a	 positive	 lifestyle,	 live	 in	 har-
mony	with	ourselves	and	the	rest	of	the	world,	and	
to	help	those	of	us	who	still	suffer	from	chemical	
dependency	of	any	kind	to	achieve	and	maintain	
sobriety.”
	 Jenkins	noted	the	motivation	for	bringing	
MA	 to	 Oklahoma	 was	 twofold,	 “First,	 we	 spe-
cialize in the treatment of opiate addictions, like 
prescription	painkillers	and	heroin.	Secondly,	our	

Opioid	Treatment	Program	is	seeing	more	growth	
than	any	other	aspect	of	our	substance	abuse	treat-
ment.”	 	 Jenkins	 was	 referring	 to	 KCTS’s	 outpa-
tient	 substance	 abuse	 treatment	 services	 for	 all	
adults,	kctxs.com.		
	 In	March,	2008,	the	Substance	Abuse	and	
Mental	 Health	 Services	Administration	 (SAMH-
SA)	 announced	 that	 Oklahoma	 leads	 the	 nation	
in painkiller addiction, estimating some 6.7% 
of	Oklahomans	12	years	 and	over	use	painkiller	
medications	for	non-medical	purposes.		SAMHSA	
has also identified evidence the based best practice 
Medication	Assisted	Treatment	 demonstrates	 the	
best	 outcomes	 for	 opiate	 addiction.	 	 Often,	 opi-
ate	addicts	can	go	directly	to	outpatient	treatment	
skipping	inpatient	detox.
	 “Of	 the	 medications	 used,	 methadone	 is	
the	most	studied,	is	safe	and	highly	effective	in	the	
treatment	of	opiate	addiction,”	Jenkins	said,	also	
noting,	“Methadone	is	far	less	expensive	than	oth-
er	medications,	which	are	most	often	not	covered	
by	insurance	like	Medicaid.		If	you	are	a	Medicaid	
beneficiary, there is no out of pocket expense.”  
	 Jenkins	 noted	 that	 MA	 provides	 a	 much	
needed	support	system	to	maintain	abstinence	and	
recovery,	“and		supplements	our	treatment	well.”		
He	hastens	to	ad,	“You	do	not	have	to	be	a	client	

of	KCTS	 to	attend	MA	meetings,”	 says	 Jenkins,	
“They	are	free	and	open	to	all	opiate	addicts	who	
want	recovery.”
	 The	 MA	 meetings	 are	 at	 2:00	 PM	 and	
at 4:00 PM on Tuesdays and Thursdays, at 
Keetoowah Cherokee Treatment Services,  2727 E 
Admiral Place in Tulsa, 918-835-3017.  MA meet-
ings	are	also	coming	to	Oklahoma	City	at	Quapaw	
Counseling Services, 1301 SE 59th Street, 405-
672-3033, qcs-okc.com.

Contact:
Dan	Cross
Regional Director, Marketing & PR
Mobile:	918-260-1096
Native Health Systems,: 3 locations serving Na-
tive & Non-Native People
Outpatient substance abuse treatment specializing 
in opioid & methamphetamine treatment
dcross@cox.net	

Quapaw	Counseling	Services
Miami, OK 918-542-1786
Oklahoma City 405-672-3033

Keetoowah	Cherokee	Treatment	Services
Tulsa 918-835-3017

Methadone Anonymous Comes  to Oklahoma

UNITED KEETOOWAH BAND OF 
CHEROKEE INDIANS IN OKLAHOMA
PHONE	DIRECTORY

ACCOUNTING      (918) 453-9162
ADMINISTRATION     (918) 431-1818  
CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER   (918) 431-9998
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (918) 431-1818
EDUCATION      (918) 456-8698
ELECTION BOARD     (918) 456-8421 
ENROLLMENT      (918) 453-9375 
ENVIRONMENTAL     (918) 453-2823 
FAMILY SERVICES     (918) 456-9200  
FEDERAL PROGRAMS    (918) 456-8698 
GAMING ADMINISTRATION   (918) 456-9350 
GAMING COMMISIONER    (918) 458-4714
GRANTS      (918) 456-8698
HEALTH SERVICES     (918) 772-4386 
HOUSING      (918) 431-1808 
HUMAN RESOURCES    (918) 456-8698 
HUMAN SERVICES     (918) 456-8698
INDIAN CHILD WELFARE    (918) 456-9200 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY   (918) 456-8698 
KEETOOWAH CHEROKEE CASINO   (918) 456-6131
KEETOOWAH CHEROKEE GIFT SHOP  (918) 431-0025
KEETOOWAH CHEROKEE NEWS    (918) 456-6533 
KEETOOWAH TECHNOLOGY CENTER    (918) 456-8698 
LANGUAGE, HISTORY, & CULTURE  (918) 456-8698 
LAW AND JUSTICE -     (918) 458-4714 
LIGHTHORSE SECURITY    (918) 453-9961  
MAINTENANCE     (918) 456-8698
MEDIA/PUBLIC RELATIONS   (918) 456-6533 
NAGPRA       (918) 456-8698
REALTY      (918) 458-4714 
ROADS/CONSTRUCTION    (918) 456-8698 
TAG OFFICE      (918) 456-3235 
TITLE VI NUTRITION     (918) 772-4392
TRIBAL COMMUNITY COORDINATOR   (918) 431-1818 
TRIBAL VICTIM’S ASSISTANCE   (918) 456-9200

SATELLITE OFFICES
FT. SMITH OPEN M-TH    (479)782-9912
KANSAS OPEN W TH    (918) 868-2656
STILWELL OPEN M T F    (918) 696-7672

	 Warm	 weather	 means	 activities	
and	fun	under	 the	sun!	Whether	you	 love	
putting	on	shorts	and	feeling	the	warm	out-
doors, or find it hot and sticky, everyone 
must	be	careful	not	to	let	a	heat-related	ill-
ness	spoil	the	day.	
	 Normally,	 the	 body	 has	 ways	
of	 keeping	 itself	 cool,	 by	 letting	 heat	 es-
cape	through	the	skin,	and	by	evaporating	
sweat	 (perspiration).	 If	 the	body	does	not	
cool	properly	or	does	not	cool	enough,	the	
victim	 may	 suffer	 a	 heat-related	 illness.	
Anyone	 can	 be	 susceptible	 although	 the	
very	young	and	very	old	are	at	greater	risk.	
Heat-related	 illnesses	can	become	serious	
or	even	deadly	if	unattended.	
preventing Heat-Related Illness
•	 Dress	 for	 the	 heat.	 Wear	 lightweight,	
light-colored clothing. Light colors will 
reflect away some of the sun’s energy. It is 
also	a	good	idea	to	wear	hats	or	to	use	an	
umbrella.	
•	 Drink	 water.	 Carry	 water	 or	 juice	 with	
you	and	drink	continuously	even	if	you	do	
not	feel	thirsty.	Avoid	alcohol	and	caffeine,	
which	dehydrate	the	body.	
•	 Eat	 small	 meals	 and	 eat	 more	 often.	
Avoid	foods	that	are	high	in	protein	which	
increase	metabolic	heat.	
•	Avoid	using	salt	tablets	unless	directed	to	
do	so	by	a	physician.	
•	Slow	down.	Avoid	 strenuous	activity.	 If	
you	must	do	strenuous	activity,	do	it	during	
the	coolest	part	of	the	day,	which	is	usually	
in the morning between 4:00 a.m. and 7:00 
a.m.	
•	Stay	indoors	when	possible.	
•	 Take	 regular	 breaks	 when	 engaged	 in	
physical	activity	on	warm	days.	Take	time	
out to find a cool place. If you recognize 
that	you,	or	someone	else,	 is	showing	the	
signals	of	a	heat-related	illness,	stop	activ-
ity and find a cool place. Remember, have 
fun,	but	stay	cool!
Know What These Heat-Related Terms 
Mean
• Heat Wave: More than 48 hours of high 
heat	 (90oF	 or	 higher)	 and	 high	 humidity	
(80	 percent	 relative	 humidity	 or	 higher)	
are	expected.	
•	 Heat	 Index:	A	 number	 in	 degrees	 Fahr-
enheit	that	tells	how	hot	it	really	feels	with	
the	heat	and	humidity.	Exposure	to	full	sun-
shine can increase the heat index by 15o F. 
•	 Heat	 cramps:	 Heat	 cramps	 are	 muscu-
lar	 pains	 and	 spasms	 due	 to	 heavy	 exer-
tion.	They	 usually	 involve	 the	 abdominal	
muscles	or	the	legs.	It	is	generally	thought	
that	the	loss	of	water	and	salt	from	heavy	
sweating	causes	the	cramps.	
•	Heat	Exhaustion:	Heat	exhaustion	is	less	
dangerous	than	heat	stroke.	It	typically	oc-
curs	when	people	exercise	heavily	or	work	
in a warm, humid place where body fluids 
are	lost	through	heavy	sweating.	Fluid	loss	
causes blood flow to decrease in the vital 
organs,	resulting	in	a	form	of	shock.	With	
heat	exhaustion,	sweat	does	not	evaporate	
as	it	should,	possibly	because	of	high	hu-
midity	or	too	many	layers	of	clothing.	As	a	
result,	the	body	is	not	cooled	properly.	Sig-
nals include cool, moist, pale, flushed or 
red	 skin;	 heavy	 sweating;	 headache;	 nau-
sea or vomiting; dizziness; and exhaustion. 
Body	temperature	will	be	near	normal.	
•	 Heat	 Stroke:	Also	 known	 as	 sunstroke,	
heat	stroke	is	life-threatening.	The	victim’s	
temperature	control	system,	which	produc-
es	sweating	to	cool	the	body,	stops	work-
ing.	The	body	temperature	can	rise	so	high	

that	brain	damage	and	death	may	result	if	
the	body	is	not	cooled	quickly.	Signals	in-
clude	hot,	red	and	dry	skin;	changes	in	con-
sciousness;	 rapid,	 weak	 pulse;	 and	 rapid,	
shallow	 breathing.	 Body	 temperature	 can	
be very high--sometimes as high as 105oF. 
Stages of Heat-Related Illness
Heat-related	illness	usually	comes	in	stages.	
The signal of the first stage is heat cramps 
in	muscles.	These	cramps	can	be	very	pain-
ful.	If	you	are	caring	for	a	person	who	has	
heat	cramps,	have	him	or	her	stop	activity	
and	 rest.	 If	 the	person	 is	 fully	awake	and	
alert,	have	him	or	her	drink	small	amounts	
of	cool	water	or	a	commercial	sports	drink.	
Gently	 stretch	 the	 cramped	 muscle	 and	
hold	the	stretch	for	about	20	seconds,	then	
gently	 massage	 the	 muscle.	 Repeat	 these	
steps	if	necessary.	If	the	victim	has	no	oth-
er	signals	of	heat-related	illness,	the	person	
may	resume	activity	after	the	cramps	stop.	
	 The	signals	of	 the	next,	more	se-
rious	stage	of	a	heat-related	 illness	 (often	
called	heat	exhaustion)	include:

•	Cool,	moist,	pale	 skin	 (the	skin	may	be	
red	right	after	physical	activity).	
•	Headache.	
• Dizziness and weakness or exhaustion. 
•	Nausea.	
•	The	skin	may	or	may	not	feel	hot.
The	signals	of	 the	 late	stage	of	a	heat-re-
lated	 illness	 (often	 called	 heat	 stroke)	 in-
clude--	
•	Vomiting.	
•	 Decreased	 alertness	 level	 or	 complete	
loss	of	consciousness.	
•	 High	 body	 temperature	 (sometimes	 as	
high as 105oF). 
•	Skin	may	still	be	moist	or	the	victim	may	
stop	sweating	and	the	skin	may	be	red,	hot	
and	dry.	
•	Rapid,	weak	pulse.	
•	Rapid,	shallow	breathing.	
This	 late	 stage	of	 a	heat-related	 illness	 is	
life	 threatening.	 Call	 9-1-1	 or	 the	 local	
emergency	number.	
General	Care	for	Heat	Emergencies
1.	 Cool	the	Body	
2.	 Give	Fluids	
3. Minimize Shock 
For	 heat	 cramps	 or	 heat	 exhaustion:	 Get	
the	person	to	a	cooler	place	and	have	him	
or	her	rest	in	a	comfortable	position.	If	the	
person	is	fully	awake	and	alert,	give	a	half	
glass of cool water every 15 minutes. Do 
not	 let	 him	 or	 her	 drink	 too	 quickly.	 Do	
not	give	liquids	with	alcohol	or	caffeine	in	
them,	as	they	can	make	conditions	worse.	
Remove	 or	 loosen	 tight	 clothing	 and	 ap-
ply	cool,	wet	cloths	such	as	towels	or	wet	
sheets.	Call	9-1-1	or	 the	 local	 emergency	
number	if	the	person	refuses	water,	vomits	
or	loses	consciousness.	
For	heat	stroke:	Heat	stroke	is	a	life-threat-
ening	 situation!	 Help	 is	 needed	 fast.	 Call	
9-1-1	 or	 your	 local	 EMS	 number.	 Move	
the	person	to	a	cooler	place.	Quickly	cool	
the	body.	Wrap	wet	sheets	around	the	body	
and	 fan	 it.	 If	 you	 have	 ice	 packs	 or	 cold	
packs,	wrap	them	in	a	cloth	and	place	them	
on	each	of	the	victim’s	wrists	and	ankles,	
in	the	armpits	and	on	the	neck	to	cool	the	
large	blood	vessels.	(Do	not	use	rubbing	al-
cohol	because	it	closes	the	skin’s	pores	and	
prevents	 heat	 loss.)	 Watch	 for	 signals	 of	
breathing	problems	and	make	sure	the	air-
way	is	clear.	Keep	the	person	lying	down.	
Source	-		www.redcross.org

Be Cool this Summer; Avoiding Heat Stroke
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July 11 UKB Regular Council Meeting,	10	a.m.
	 	 Jim	Proctor	Elder	Center,	Tahlequah

July 9  Sequoyah District Meeting, 5:30 p.m.
  Old Gaming Office in Sallisaw

July 9  Illinois District Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
  Vian UKB Satellite Office

July 14  Delaware District Meeting, 6:30 p.m.
	 	 Jay	Community	Center
			(Potluck	dinner	–	please	bring	a	covered	dish)

July 14  Saline District Meeting, 7 p.m.
	 	 Kenwood	Community	Center

July 17  Tahlequah District Meeting,	6	p.m.
	 	 Keener	Baptist	Church

July 23      Cooweescoowee District   6	p.m.				
	 	 First	Christian	Church,	Pryor

July 24  Tahlequah District Meeting,	6	p.m.
	 	 UKB	Elder	Center

July 25  Flint and Goingsnake District Meeting
  Stilwell Satellite Office 2-5 p.m.
*no	other	meeting	dates	available	at	press	time

UKB July ‘09 Calendar of Council, 
District & Special Meetings

	 The	United	Keetoowah	Band	of	Cherokee	
Indians	in	Oklahoma	is	accepting	applications	for	
the	Miss,	and	Jr.	Miss	Keetoowah	Cherokee.		The	
application	deadline	is	Friday,	August	28th.		The	
pageant	 will	 be	 held	 on	 Friday,	 September	 18,	
2009	at	the	Tahlequah	Armory	Municipal	Center,	
100	North	Water	Street,	Tahlequah,	OK.		
	 Miss	 and	 Jr.	 Miss	 Keetoowah	 Cherokee	
will	represent	the	tribe	as	good-will	ambassadors	
during	their	reign.		Scholarships	will	be	awarded	
to the winner, first and second runner ups of $1000, 

$500, and $250 for Miss Keetoowah Cherokee and 
$300, $200, and $100 for Junior Miss Keetoowah 
Cherokee.
 The theme for the 59th Annual United 
Keetoowah	Band	Celebration	will	be	“Keetoowah	
Cherokee Traditions – 1859-2009 – And Still the 
Sacred	Fire	Burns.		Participants	must	be	between	
the age of 13 and 17 years old before September 
12,	 2009	 to	 compete	 for	 Jr.	 Miss,	 and	 18	 to	 21	
before	September	12,	 2009	 to	 compete	 for	Miss	
Keetoowah	Cherokee.	Contestants	must	be	an	ex-

clusive	UKB	Tribal	Member	and	present	a	copy	
of	Tribal	enrollment,	show	proof	of	school	enroll-
ment,	must	not	have	been	married	or	cohabitated,	
no	children,	and	never	convicted	of	a	felony.
	 Pageant	applications	may	be	downloaded	
from	 the	 UKB	 Tribal	 website	 at	 www.united-
keetoowahband.org.	 	 For	 any	 questions	 on	 the	
competition,	categories	or	if	assistance	is	needed	
please call Georgia Dick at (918) 456-8698 or 1-
800-259-0093.  

Deadline Approaching for  Miss & Jr. Miss Keetoowah Cherokee pageant

Crank It To Eleven Youth Rally
 There will be a youth rally on Saturday, July 18 at 7 p.m. at the Cherokee Assembly Grounds.  
There	will	be	 live	music	by	Visionary,	New	Creations,	Glory	Bound,	Kenny	Glass,	New	Child	and	
more.  The Cherokee Assembly Grounds are located six miles east of Tahlequah on Highway 51.  For 
more information, call Doug at (918) 232-0835 or Paul at (918) 851-9235.

	 The	United	Keetoowah	Band	Department	
Human	 Services	 is	 pleased	 to	 announce	 that	 the	
tribe	will	once	again	be	assisting	school	age	chil-
dren	with	vouchers	for	school	supplies	and	cloth-
ing.		This	is	the	seventh	consecutive	year	for	the	
program	that	provides	assistance	for	eligible	youth	
of	the	Keetoowah	Cherokee	Tribe.
	 To	be	eligible	for	assistance,	the	household	
must	meet	income	guidelines.		UKB	income	guide-
lines are comprised of 150% of federal guidelines. 
For	example,	for	a	family	of	four,	the	income	can-
not exceed $2,650 per month.  Children must be 
exclusive	members	of	the	UKB	no	later	than	July	
1, 2007 to qualify.  
	 “The	UKB’s	commitment	to	education	and	
our	 children	 runs	 deep.	 	 The	 school	 supply	 and	
clothing	 program	 is	 just	 one	 more	 way	 that	 the	
UKB	is	looking	out	for	our	members.		We	invest	
in	our	children	in	an	effort	to	make	a	better	life	for	
all	Keetoowah	people.		We	are	happy	to	continue	
this tradition by offering this program in its fifth 
year.”	said	Bryan	Shade,	Federal	Programs	Direc-
tor	for	the	United	Keetoowah	Band.
 Children in grades K-8 will receive $75. 
Wal-Mart	vouchers	for	school	supplies	and	cloth-
ing	while	high	school	students	in	grades	9-12	will	
receive	$100.	Wal-Mart	vouchers	just	as	they	have	
in	previous	years.
	 Because	this	is	funded	by	the	Keetoowah	
Cherokee	Casino	and	not	the	JOM	program,	chil-
dren	 who	 are	 assisted	 by	 the	 UKB	 are	 encour-
aged	 to	also	apply	for	 the	JOM	program	at	 their	
school.
	 For	 additional	 information,	 contact	 Mary	
Girty, DHS Director at 918-456-8698 or toll-free 

at 1-800-259-0093.  Applications can be down-
loaded	 from	 the	 tribe’s	 website	 at	 www.united-
keetoowahband.org.

Distribution dates and locations are as follows:

Monday,	July	20,	2009
Sequoyah and Illinois Districts
 UKB Satellite Office, Sallisaw

11:00	am	until	6:00	pm	

Tuesday,	July	21,	2009
Flint and Goingsnake Districts 

UKB Satellite Office, Stilwell 
10:00	am	until	6:00	pm	

Wednesday,	July	22,	2009	
Saline, Delaware, Cooweescoowee Districts 

Kenwood School Library
10:00	am	until	6:00	pm	

Thursday, July 23, 2009
Tahlequah	District	

UKB Community Services Building, Tahlequah 
10:00	am	to	6:00	pm									

Friday, July 24, 2009 
For those who missed their district distribution

All	districts		
UKB	Community	Services	Building	

10:00	am	to	6:00	pm		

Saturday,  July 25, 2009 
Canadian District

TO	BE	ANNOUNCED

Keetoowahs Announce 7th Annual 
Clothing & School Supply program

UNITED KEETOOWAH Band is host to the Volunteers In Service to America 
(VISTA), Summer Association tribal program, a pilot project sponsored by 
the National Society for American Indian Elderly NSAIE. The participants, 
ranging 18 to 24 years of age, provide direct service to the elderly, help-
ing with yard work, house work, planting an elderly community garden and 
working with the UKB Title VI program. This project is a 10-week program 
which began July 7 and ends on Aug. 10, 2009. It is a voluntary program 
with the participants being paid a stipend for their participation. Pictured 
are, left to right, Caroline Buffalomeat, Ashley Adair, Pawnee Crabtree, 
Lawrence Scraper, Lindsay Bark, Chris Boucher, Nathan Gilley and Mat-
thew Stapleton.

KEETOOWAH CHEROKEE Casino General Manager, Rod Fourkiller, pre-
sented Hamid Vahdatipour, President of the Illinois River Balloon Festival, 
with a check for $15,000 as a major contributor to this year’s Balloon Fes-
tival. “This is a great opportunity to continue the festival. Without the help 
of the United Keetoowah Band we could not have made this year’s event 
possible for the people,” stated Vahdatipour. “We enjoy contributing our re-
sources to our tribal members, but we also contribute to the city of Tahlequah 
and surrounding communities,” said Fourkiller. 

Check out our website at: 
www.ukb-nsn.gov  or  

www.unitedkeetoowahband.org
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EmployEE HigHligHt

	 Jessica	Marie	Cooper	has	been	employed	with	the	
United	 Keetoowah	 Band	 for	 six	 years.	 Her	 current	 po-
sition	 is	Tribal	Secretary	Assistant,	working	with	Tribal	
Secretary Liz Littledave.  Cooper began as an assistant 
cook with the Title VI Program. “When Liz Littledave was 
elected into office as Tribal Secretary, the tribe advertised 
for	a	Tribal	Secretary	Assistant	position,	I	applied	and	was	
selected	for	the	job,”	said	Cooper.
	 Jessica’s	 duties	 require	 her	 to	 prepare	 council	
packets,	 record	 council	 meetings,	 type	 council	 minutes	
and	 hand	 out	 reports	 or	 any	 written	 information	 to	 the	
council	 representatives	 before	 and	 during	 council	 meet-
ings.	“I	also	direct	members	who	are	seeking	information	
to the right departments, help the elders to fill out applica-
tions	and	help	with	enrollment	at	times	when	the	enroll-
ment	staffs	are	out	on	 lunch	or	away	from	their	desks,”	
stated	Cooper.	“I	used	to	process	the	discretionary	funds	
for	emergency	assistance	for	the	tribal	representatives	as	
well,”	she	added.
	 Cooper	is	a	full	time	employee	with	the	tribe	and	
attends	Northeastern	State	University	majoring	in	Health	
Care Administration, Gerontology Option (the scientific 
study	of	aging	and	its	effects).	She	plans	on	graduating	in	
May	2010.
	 Jessica	has	two	siblings,	a	brother	and	sister;	and	
she	has	a	daughter.	She	resides	in	the	Briggs	Community	
just	east	of	Tahlequah	where	she	has	lived	since	she	was	
five-years-old.
	 “I’m	just	happy	to	see	the	growth	and	progress	of	
the	tribe.	I’m	more	proud	everyday	to	see	the	things	the	
tribe	is	building	upon.	I	look	forward	to	the	future,	watch-
ing	the	tribe	grow	stronger,”	stated	Cooper.

UKB Employee 
Jessica 
Cooper 

Enjoys Helping 
Others

JESSICA COOPER United Keetoowah Band Tribal 
Secretary Assistant

EmployEE HigHligHt

	 The	 United	 Keetoowah	 Band	 welcomes	 the	 new	
Gaming	Commission	 Internal	Auditor,	Cheryl	Williams.	
Williams	 is	 employed	 with	 the	 UKB	 Gaming	 Commis-
sion,	her	duties	are	to	audit	gaming	procedures,	rules	and	
regulations	 from	 the	 National	 Indian	 Gaming	 Commis-
sion.
	 She	is	a	graduate	of	Northeastern	State	University	
in	Business	in	Administration.	Williams	worked	for	Cher-
okee	Nation	of	Oklahoma	 for	 three	years	 as	 an	 auditor.	
Prior	to	working	for	CNO	she	worked	for	Cherokee	Na-
tion	Enterprise	in	the	gaming	area	with	Business	Develop-
ment.
	 “I	feel	I	have	a	lot	to	contribute	and	looking	for-
ward	 to	helping	 to	 improve	 things	 in	 the	gaming	area.	 I	
feel	comfortable	working	here	at	 the	United	Keetoowah	
Band.	I	know	most	of	the	employees	and	they	make	me	
feel	welcomed,”	said	Williams.
	 “She	 is	a	new	employee,	she’s	a	new	addition	 to	
the	United	Keetoowah	Band	Gaming	Commission	and	her	
expertise,	knowledge,	 skills	and	abilities	will	be	a	great	
asset	to	not	only	the	commission,	but	to	the	tribe	as	well,”	
stated	Joe	Bunch,	UKB	Gaming	Commissioner.	“As	part	
of	the	gaming	commission	it	is	charged	with	the	over	site	
in	terms	of	reviewing	operations	with	respect	to	tribal	and	
federal	laws,	Williams’	job	is	to	make	sure	that	we	are	fol-
lowing	the	rules	and	regulations	that	are	required	from	the	
National	 Indian	 Gaming	 Commission,”	 added	 Commis-
sioner	Bunch.
	 Williams	has	three	children,	two	daughters	and	one	
son	and	resides	in	Tahlequah.

UKB Employee 
Cheryl

Williams
 Enjoys Helping 

Others

UKB Welcomes New Gaming Commission Internal Auditor 
CHERYL WILLIAMS

	 The	 United	 Keetoowah	 Band	 Mentor-
ing Emerging Leaders Destiny (MELD) program 
funded	 through	 the	 Social	 Economic	 Develop-
ment	 Strategies	 Program,	 trains	 tribal	 members	
in	business	learning	opportunities	through	on-the-
job	training,	leadership	workshops,	and	business/
computer	classes.	During	the	six	months	training	
the MELD participants also perform community 
services	 for	 the	 tribe	and	community.	They	hold	
several fund raising events to help finance their 
community project. The goal for the MELD group 
is	to	raise	enough	funding	to	erect	an	entrance	sign	
made	out	of	rock	foundation	with	the	UKB	seal,	
welcoming	visitors	to	the	United	Keetoowah	Band	
of	Cherokees	complex.
	 One	such	fund	raising	event	held	recently	
was	a	Duck	Soup	tournament	at	the	Sequoyah	Rec-
reational	Fields	just	south	of	Tahlequah	sponsored	
by the MELD program. The Duck Soup tourna-
ment	 is	 a	 softball	 tournament	 with	 fun	 wacky	
rules. The tournament rules required the first in-
ning	 be	 played	 as	 a	 regular	 softball	 tournament,	
from	that	point	on	it	is	made	up	rules	such	as	run-
ning	bases	in	the	opposite	direction	for	one	inning,	
batting	with	the	opposite	hand	in	another	inning,	
etc.	It	is	a	fun	tournament	where	everyone	has	fun	
and	raise	money	for	a	good	cause.
	 “It	 came	 about	 because	 a	 friend	 of	 mine	
came	 to	one	of	 our	 fund	 raisers	 and	 asked	what	
we	were	raising	funds	for,	I	told	her	and	she	men-
tioned	 about	 the	 Duck	 Soup	 tournament	 she	 re-
cently	 participated	 in	 that	 had	 some	 fun	 wacky	
rules	and	suggested	that	it	would	be	a	good	fund	
raiser,” said Bethany Vance, MELD participant. 
“I presented the idea to our MELD Team Leader 
Wynona Johnson and to the MELD group, they all 
agreed	that	it	would	be	a	good	fund	raiser,”	added	
Vance.
	 There	were	 ten	 teams	 that	participated	 in	
the	tournament,	teams	from	Tulsa,	Claremore,	Sal-
lisaw,	and	local	teams	from	around	the	Tahlequah	
area using three fields. Approximately 200 specta-
tors	braved	the	heat	to	watch	the	tournament	with	

games beginning 8 a.m. and the final game ending 
9:30 p.m. The event raised over $1,500 which will 
be	added	to	the	amount	from	previous	fund	rais-
ers.
	 Winners	 for	 the	 Duck	 Soup	 tournament	
were, first place; KP team, with players from Salli-
saw,	Stilwell	and	Kansas;	second	place	team;	Next,	
from	Tahlequah.	“It	was	a	very	successful	event;	
we	 had	 a	 couple	 discrepancies	 that	 we	 worked	
through. As a team, the MELD group worked 
well,	everyone	did	their	part	to	make	this	tourna-
ment	a	success.	We	would	like	to	thank	Rick	Pan-
ther,	who	volunteered	his	time	and	his	service,	the	
spectators	braving	the	hot	weather	and	the	teams	
that	made	this	possible,”	stated	Vance.	

MELD Duck Soup Tournament Deemed A Success

	 The	 United	 Keetoowah	 Band	 is	 pleased	
to	 announce	 the	 second	 phase	 of	 a	 new	 project	
known as, Mentoring Emerging Leaders Destiny, 
“MELD”, which is scheduled to begin in October 
2009.		
	 The	 project	 goal	 is	 to	 train	 prospective	
candidates	 in	 tribal/business	 learning	 opportu-
nities	 through	 on-the-job	 training,	 leadership	
workshops,	 and	 business/computer	 classes.	 	The	
objective	 of	 the	 project	 is	 to	 foster	 the	 potential	
leadership	 of	 our	 members	 into	 becoming	 more	
productive citizens through government/business 
learning	opportunities.
	 The	project	is	designed	to	take	candidates	
with	leadership	potential	and	enroll	them	in	mod-
ules	designed	by	the	program.				The	nine	month	
project	will	direct	the	group	through	a	series	of	6	
training modules designed to fit their leadership 
potential	and	skill	building.	Modules	will	include	
tribal	departments	and	community	partners.		Par-
ticipants	could	be	placed	in	the	community	with	a	
business/organization that fits their need as one of 
their	modules.	
	 The	 client	 will	 come	 out	 of	 the	 program	
with	experiences	he/she	can	take	with	them	to	the	
next	level	whether	it	be	gainful	employment	or	to	
continue	their	education.
	 Applications	will	be	available	in	July	at	the	
Federal	Programs	Building.		Interviews	will	take	
place	 between	August	 and	 September.	 	 Selected	
candidates	will	begin	in	October	2009.	 	Interest-
ed candidates may call 918-456-8698 and ask for 
Gwen	Goingsnake,	Georgia	Dick	or	Bryan	Shade	
for	 information	on	the	application	process.	 	This	
project	is	funded	by	a	grant	from	the	Department	
of	Health	and	Human	Services,	Administration	for	
Children	and	Families,	Administration	for	Native	
Americans.

UKB MELD program 
taking applications

TAHLEQUAH TEAM  Next” took second place at 
the Duck Soup Softball tournament sponsored by 
the UKB MELD program.

TEAM “KP” was crowned Champions at the Duck Soup 
Softball tournament held recently at the Sequoyah Rec-
reational Fields. The event was sponsored by the UKB 
MELD program.
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	 After	 reading	 a	 book	 titled	
“Jack	Dempsey,	Champion”,	a	young	
Keetoowah	 Cherokee	 man	 attend-
ing middle school in Locust Grove, 
Oklahoma in the early 50s was in-
spired	 by	 this	 great	 champion.	 He	
read	in	the	book	that	Jack	Dempsey’s	
mother	was	part	Cherokee	and	his	fa-
ther	was	part	Choctaw.	Who	is	Jack	
Dempsey?	 He	 is	 considered	 one	 of	
the	best	to	ever	put	on	a	pair	of	box-
ing	gloves.
	 Charlie	Sacks,	a	full-blooded	
Keetoowah	Cherokee	born	in	March	
25, 1937, is one of six children born 
to Nelson Sack and Ollie Marie Levi. 
Charlie	played	all	sports	and	condi-
tioned	himself	which	took	about	2	½	
years	because	he	wanted	to	become	a	
boxer.
	 Monthly	boxing	tournaments	
were	held	at	Whitaker	Orphan	Home	
in Pryor where Charlie won his first 
bout.	 Charlie’s	 opponent	 failed	 to	
answer the bell after the first round. 
He won the Whiz Kid’s tournament 
the	next	month	with	three	wins	in	a	
row. This was 1953. During the next 
two years Charlie suffered his first 
loss after winning three fights and 
advancing	 to	 the	Muskogee	Golden	
Gloves.	During	this	time	he	also	won	
the	 McAlester	 Boy’s	 Club	 Tourna-
ment, while fighting at 126 pounds. 

He finished the 1955 year with an 
impressive record of 17 wins, one 
loss	 which	 fourteen	 of	 them	 being	
KO’s.
 In 1956 while boxing at 135 
pounds,	he	won	the	Oklahoma	Gold-
en Gloves, and also in 1957 at 147 
pounds;	 this	 tournament	 being	 held	
at	 Muskogee	 City	 Hall.	 The	 year	
of 1958 at 139 pounds he won the 
Oklahoma	 A.A.U.	 Championship.	
While	 a	 student	 at	 Okmulgee	 Tech	
in 1959 Charlie once again won the 
139 pound A.A.U. Championship, 
advancing	to	the	A.A.U.	Finals	held	
at	Toledo,	Ohio.
	 With	 the	 1960	 Olympic	
Games	being	the	next	advancement,	
Charlie	 was	 defeated	 in	 his	 third	
fight, this eliminating him from mak-
ing	it	to	the	Olympic	Trials.	After	this	
tournament	 he	 turned	 professional	
after	completing	a	amateur	status	of	
61 wins 4 losses with 45 KO’s. On 
August 15, 1959 he fought his first 
pro fight against Al “Tiger” Franklin 
in	 McAlester,	 OK.	 Charlie	 lost	 this	
bout	 but	 later	 on	 defeated	 Franklin	
twice	in	his	career.
 Through 1972 after thir-
teen	 years	 as	 a	 pro	 boxer,	 Charlie	
had	compiled	a	record	of	69	wins,	8	
losses and 4 draws. One of the most 
exciting fights was held at the Hous-

ton Coliseum before 25,000 people 
where	he	lost	a	ten	round	bout	against	
Severo	Balboa.
	 On	 June	 8,	 1968,	 Charlie	
won	 the	Pro	Oklahoma	160	pounds	
Championship held at Springfield, 
MO.	The	next	month	Charlie	signed	
with	 Cal	 Eaton	 Promoters	 who	 ran	
the	 Olympic	 Auditorium	 Boxing	
Club out of Los Angles, Calif. He 
was	 based	 out	 of	 Anaheim,	 Calif.	
and	trained	by	another	boxing	great	
named	Roy	Thornton.	One	of	Thorn-
ton	brothers	now	living	in	Muskogee	
Charlie	 only	 stayed	 one	 year	 and	
came	 back	 and	 signed	 on	 with	 Pat	
O’Grady	 Promotions	 out	 of	 Okla-
homa	City.
 In 1971 Charlie fought the 
under	card	and	won	a	six	round	bout	
against	Ricky	Young.	The	main	event	
was	fought	by	George	Foreman.
	 Some	of	the	well	known	box-
ers	that	Charlie	fought	were	Refugio	
Bervera	and	Ray	Christian.	One	be-
ing	Mexico’s	Welterweight	Champi-
on	and	the	other	being	the	Canadian	
Champion	at	this	time.
	 Charlie	 decided	 to	 hang	 up	
his	gloves	after	beating	Paul	Knight	
on 1972. Charlie was once ranked 
#31 in Ring Magazine. Two of the 
most	 famous	 boxers	 he	 met	 were		
Ali	and	Foreman.	He	says	one	of	the	

most	heart	breaking	bouts	was	when	
he failed to make the 140 pounds 
weight	 in	 New	 Orleans	 in	 the	 60s	
and was disqualified. After retiring 
he	wanted	to	train	other	people	who	
had	dreams	of	boxing.
	 Today	 Charlie	 said,	 “life	 is	
great	 and	 God	 has	 blessed	 my	 life	
and	 my	 family”.	 He	 is	 an	 ordained	
minister	 with	 the	 Oklahoma	 Indian	
Mission	Conference	and	has	pastored	
and	ministered	for	the	past	26	years.
	 He	 has	 taught	 the	 Cherokee	
language	 and	 has	 completed	 four	
years	 at	 Southern	 Methodist	 Uni-
versity	 and	 three	 years	 at	 St.	 Pauls	
Seminary	in	Kansas	City,	MO.	He	is	
the	father	of	Eddie	Sacks	who	is	the	
Canadian	 District	 Representative.	
Eddie	also	won	six	state	boxing	titles	
and had 15 pro fights Charlie and his 
wife	Sharon	reside	in	Muskogee	and	
have five daughters and six sons and 
17 grandchildren.
	 It’s	 been	 a	 long	 road	 since	
1955 and what a great boxing legacy 
by	Charlie	Sacks.	I	personally	tip	my	
hat	 to	you	for	being	one	of	 the	out-
standing	 Keetoowah	 Cherokees	 of	
July	2009.

The	Fathom

Keetoowah Cherokee Golden Glove Champion

	 United	 Keetoowah	 Band	 Cooweescoowee	 District	 Representative	
and	Tribal	Councilman	Cliff	Wofford	was	 recently	 appointed	 to	 serve	his	
third	 term	on	 the	United	States	Department	of	Agriculture’s	County	State	
Farm Service Agency Committee.  Wofford was the first full blood Native 
American	to	be	appointed	to	a	USDA	committee.		Councilman	Wofford	rep-
resents	parts	of	seven	counties	–	Tulsa,	Washington,	Nowata,	Rogers,	Mayes,	
Craig,	and	Wagoner.
	 As	a	member	of	the	FSA	Committee,	Wofford	serves	as	a	vital	link	
in	 the	outreach	of	effective	administration	of	 farm	programs	 in	area	com-
munities.	“I	am	here	to	serve	everyone	in	these	communities,	but	my	focus	
will	be	to	serve	Native	Americans,	other	minorities,	and	beginning	and	dis-
advantaged	farmers	and	ranchers,”	said	Wofford.		Some	of	the	services	he	
provides will be to help find loans or grants available to farmers and ranchers 
and to help them fill out the applications.  During weather disasters such as  
ice	storms,	committee	members	help	identify	farmers	who	need	relief	funds.		
Two	other	programs	are	the	Agricultural	Management	Assistance	Program	
and	the	Wildlife	Habitat	Incentives	Program.
	 “It	is	an	honor	to	serve	on	this	committee,”	said	Wofford.	“My	dad	
and	grandfather	both	had	farms	and	gardens,	and	my	grandfather	had	horses	
and	livestock.		It’s	good	to	get	back	to	the	land,	and	to	be	involved	in	pro-
grams	that	help	our	neighbors.
	 I	encourage	all	Keetoowah	brothers	and	sisters	to	contact	me	if	more	
USDA	 information	 is	 needed,”	 said	Wofford.	 	Wofford	 can	 be	 reached	 at	
(918) 822-1953.

UKB Councilman Cliff Wofford 
Appointed to Third Term on the 

USDA Farm Service Agency
	 The	 Daughters	
of	the	American	Revo-
lution	 National	 Medal	
of	Honor	 is	 given	 to	 a	
veteran	who	has	shown	
outstanding	leadership,	
exceptional	 trustwor-
thiness,	 American	 pa-
triotism	 and	 excellent	
service.
	 In	 a	 ceremony	
on	Armed	Forces	Day,	
Saturday,	 May	 16,	
at Fairfield Commu-
nity	 Building,	 Talking	
Leaves chapter of DAR 
presented	 Johnny	 Go-
odrich	with	the	Nation-
al	DAR	Medal	of	Hon-
or.	 Representing	 the	
Talking Leaves chapter 
of	 DAR	 were	 Jeannie	
Neely,	 Pat	 Rogers	 and	
Saundra	Williams.
	 In	service	to	his	
country,	Goodrich	vol-
unteered	for	duty	in	the	
Army. His enlistment date is November 1949 until February 1952, when he 
was	honorably	discharged.	He	took	his	basic	training	at	Fort	Riley,	KS;	he	
served with the Far East Command and Korea – the 25th Division, 90th Field 
Artillery.
	 He	served	during	the	Korean	War	and	was	trained	as	cannon	ire,	a	
difficult task that he willingly undertook. Goodrich is very proud of his time 
in	service	and	often	recalls	some	of	the	heartbreaking	experiences,	including	
the	extremely	cold	weather	he	and	his	fellow	servicemen	had	to	face.
 Goodrich is the recipient of several medals including the Bronze Star, 
Good	Conduct	Medal,	Army	of	Occupation	with	Japan	Clasp,	National	De-
fense Service Medal, Korean Service Medal with Four Bronze Service Stars, 
U.N.	 Service	 Medal	 and	 is	 entitled	 to	 the	 Republic	 of	 Korea	 Presidential	
Citation	Badge.
 Goodrich was trained as a barber in 1958 and ordained into the min-
istry	in	1962.	He	has	served	as	a	bi-vocational	minister	since	his	ordination.	
He	is	also	a	graduate	of	the	Southwestern	Baptist	Theological	Seminary	in	
Fort	Worth,	Texas,	where	he	received	his	associates	of	divinity	degree.
 Deputy Chief Charles Locust of the United Keetoowah Band of 
Cherokee Indians attended the special recognition ceremony. Locust spoke 
and	presented	the	National	DAR	Medal	of	Honor	Award	to	Goodrich.	Rev.	
John	Blackwood,	also	a	Korean	veteran,	gave	the	invocation.	
	 Rev.	Goodrich	was	surrounded	by	his	family	and	friends	at	the	cer-
emony.

Article reprinted by permission of the Tahlequah Daily Press

Goodrich receives national award

	 We	would	like	to	thank	everyone	who	has	sent	their	prayers	and	do-
nations	during	our	time	of	need.	To	my	sisters,	sisters-in-law,	to	all	the	family	
and	from	our	friends.
 I would like to send a special thanks to Lois Fuller, UKB TVA/ICW 
Advocate,	she	has	been	very	instrumental	and	an	awesome	person.
	 Stephanie	and	I	also	appreciates	the	United	Keetoowah	Band	for	all	
the	help	they	have	provided	for	our	family.	
	 I’m	so	appreciative	and	proud	to	be	Keetoowah	Cherokee.	
	 Stephanie	and	I	say	thank	you!

Stephanie and Mary Girty

THANK YOU

ASSISTANT CHIEF of the United Keetoowah 
Band, Charles Locust presented John Goodrich 
with the “DAR Medal of Honor” during a cer-
emony by the Talking Leaves Chapter Daughters 
of the American Revolution, May 16 at Fairfield 
Community Building, Stilwell, OK.

Check out our website at: 
www.ukb-nsn.gov

N O T I C E
UKB Tribal members 
should make it a point to 
change registration for 
tribal membership at all 
Indian hospitals and clin-
ics to the full title of United 
Keetoowah Band of Chero-
kee Indians in Oklahoma.
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	 Roman	 Jay	 Ridge	 and	 Miranda	 Nicole	
Mares	are	pleased	to	announce	their	engagement.
	 Roman	has	recently	earned	an	Associates	
in	 Applied	 Science	 of	 Radiography	 at	 Bacone	
college.	 Miranda	 is	 starting	 the	 Practical	 Nurs-
ing	Program	at	Indian	Capital	Technology	Center	
in	August.	 They	 have	 three	 beautiful	 daughters,	
Jaya, Mina, and their newest addition is Layla.  
The	wedding	will	be	held	at	2	p.m.	on	 	July	18,	
2009,	at	the	Sequoyah	Chapel	in	Tahlequah

Ridge and Mares 
Engagement

	 Jan-Michael	 and	 Shannon	 GoingSnake	
would	like	to	announce	the	newest	addition	to	their	
family.	 	 Janeece	Michelle	GoingSnake	was	born	
on June 24, 2009 in Tahlequah, OK.  She weighed 
10lbs 1.7oz. and was 19 in. long.  Janeece was 
welcomed	by	her	parents	and	her	two	older	sisters	
Emerald	and	Athena	GoingSnake.	

Janeece Michelle GoingSnake

Joe “Woody” Snell
					UKB	Tribal	mem-
ber,	 Joe	 “Woody”	
Snell, 63, of Watts, 
Oklahoma	 passed	
away	 Saturday,	
July 4, 2009 at a 
Tahlequah	 hospital.		
He	 was	 born	 Sep-
tember 2, 1945 in 
Adair	County,	Okla-
homa.		He	was	raised	
in	and	around	Cherokee	and	Adair	Counties.		He	
worked	as	a	general	laborer	in	the	construction	
trade.  In his spare time, he enjoyed fishing and 
gigging,	 hunting,	 softball	 car	 racing,	 attending	
church and doing the Lord’s work.  He was a 
member	of	the	Illinois	Baptist	Church	near	where	
he lived.  He was married to Lucille Cochran.
	 He	was	preceded	in	death	by	his	parents,	
four	 brothers,	 and	 three	 sisters.	 	 Survivors	 in-
clude his wife Lucille of the home, his three sons, 
Charlie	Wayne	 Snail	 of	 McAlester,	 Oklahoma,	
Jimmy	Wayne	Snail	of	Helena,	Oklahoma,	Wil-
liam Deon Snail of Lexington, Oklahoma and 
one	daughter,	Regina	Snail	of	Watts,	Oklahoma.		
He	leaves	to	mourn	his	passing	one	sister,	Annie	
Bird	of	 Jay,	Oklahoma.	 	He	 leaves	a	 legacy	of	
four	grandchildren.

OBITUARY
Steven Floyd 

“Archie” Mouse
	 Steven	Floyd	
“Archie” Mouse, 57 
of	 Colcord,	 Okla-
homa,	 passed	 away	
Monday,	 July	 6,	
2009	in	Fayetteville,	
Arkansas.	 He	 was	
born April 26, 1952 
in	 Tahlequah,	 Okla-
homa	to	John	D.	and	
Rosie	(Fields)	Mouse.	He	was	raised	in	Chero-
kee	 and	 Delaware	 Counties.	 He	 was	 a	 proud	
veteran,	 having	 served	 in	 the	 United	 States	
Army.	He	worked	as	a	journeyman	welder.	He	
was	also	involved	with	law	enforcement,	serv-
ing	on	the	Ottawa	County	Sheriff’s	Dept.
	 Archie	 was	 very	 proud	 of	 his	 heritage	
and	 was	 a	 member	 of	 the	 United	 Keetoowah	
Band	 of	 Cherokee	 Indians	 in	 Oklahoma.	 	 He	
was	very	committed	to	his	tribe	and	served	as	
the	 Keetoowahs	 Assistant	 Chief	 	 from	 2001-
2005.   He also served on a number of commit-
tees	lobbying	for	the	rights	of	the	Native	Amer-
ican	people.	He	was	instrumental	in	helping	to	
get	 the	 Native	American	 Graves	 Repatriation	
Act	passed.	He	traveled	across	the	United	States	
on	behalf	of	this	cause	and	was	well	respected	
among	his	peers	and	colleagues.		
	 In	his	leisure	time,	Archie	enjoyed	golf-
ing, fishing, and NASCAR racing. He was 
known	as	a	“Superball”	Champ	and	was	a	very	
good	 marble	 player.	 He	 enjoyed	 being	 with	
his	 family.	With	quick	wit,	 a	broad	 smile	 and	
a	twinkle	in	his	eye,	Archie	was	a	truly	unique	
person	and	a	fun	person	to	be	around.		He	will	
be	missed	by	many	people	far	and	wide,	for	he	
touched	many	lives.
	 He	was	preceded	in	death	by	his	father,	
John	D.	Mouse,	 a	brother	 John	Eddie	Mouse,	
and a sister Roberta Leigh Soap.  He is survived 
by	his	mother,	Rosie	Mouse	of	Kansas,	Oklaho-
ma,	and	two	brothers,	Victor	and	Cletus	Mouse,		
both	of	Kansas,	Oklahoma.	He	leaves	to	mourn	
his	 passing	 three	 sisters,	 Bertha	 Whaler	 of	
Tahlequah,	Oklahoma,	Cleta		“Girlie”	Huntley	
and	husband	Steven	of	Tahlequah,	Oklahoma,	
and Rebecca Yahola and husband Tony of Leb-
anon,	TN,	and	a	host	of	nieces,	nephews,	and	
friends.		He	leaves	a	legacy	of	two	children	and	
three	grandchildren.

OBITUARY

“How Turtle Lost His Whistle”
 Years ago, Quail was walking in an open field 
and	 he	 heard	 the	 beautiful	 sound	 of	 a	 whistle.	 Quail	
thought	to	himself,	where	does	this	beautiful	sound	come	
from,	I	have	heard	all	of	the	sounds	that	all	of	the	animals	
and	 birds	 make,	 but	 I	 have	 never	 heard	 of	 this	 beauti-
ful sound. I must find this sound! So Quail listened very 
closely	to	the	beautiful	whistle	and	began	to	follow	the	
sound. He traveled through the field, over logs and flew 
over	the	streams	until	he	came	to	a	small	pond,	where	he	
brushed	the	bushes	to	the	side	only	to	see	Turtle	sitting	
on	a	log.	Quail	had	followed	the	beautiful	whistle	to	this	
spot	 and	 couldn’t	 believe	 that	 the	 sound	 could	 e	 com-
ing	 from	Turtle.	 Quail	 sat	 there	 for	 a	 while	 waiting	 to	
hear the whistle once again, but to his amazement he saw 
turtle	pop	his	head	out	of	his	shell	and	whistle	the	most	
beautiful	sound	Quail	had	ever	heard.
	 Quail	 confronted	 Turtle	 and	 asked	 Turtle,	
“Where	 did	 you	 get	 this	 beautiful	 sound?”	 Turtle	 re-
sponded	by	telling	Quail,	“I	received	this	beautiful	gift	
from	our	Creator.”	Quail	asked	Turtle	if	he	could	borrow	
Turtle’s	whistle,	Turtle	told	Quail,	“I	cannot	let	you	bor-
row	my	whistle;	it	is	a	gift	from	our	Creator.	I’m	never	
to	 let	 anyone	 borrow	 my	 gift.”	 But,	 Quail	 begs	 Turtle	
to	 let	him	borrow	Turtle’s	whistle,	“I	want	you	 to	hear	
this	beautiful	sound	so	you	can	appreciate	it	more,”	said	
Quail.	Turtle	said,	“Well,	I	don’t	know?”	Quail	tells	Tur-
tle	that	he	will	stand	right	next	to	Turtle	and	never	leave	
his side. Turtle finally gives in and lets Quail borrow his 
whistle.	“You	have	to	stand	right	next	to	me	and	return	
the	whistle	right	back	to	me	after	you	use	it,”	Turtle	told	
Quail.	 Quail	 agreed.	When	Turtle	 heard	 Quail	 whistle,	
Turtle	told	Quail	that	was	the	most	beautiful	sound	that	
he	 had	 ever	 heard.	 “Now	 give	 me	 back	 my	 whistle,”	
Turtle told Quail. But, Quail said, “Wait, when I first 
heard you I was standing much further than this. Let me 
take	a	 few	steps	 further	and	whistle,	 the	 sound	will	be	
much	more	beautiful,”	Quail	told	Turtle.	Turtle	said,	“I	
don’t	know,	you	better	give	my	whistle	back	to	me	now!”	
Again	Quail	 talked	Turtle	 into	 letting	Quail	 take	a	 few	
steps	 further	 and	 whistle,	 but	Turtle	 told	 Quail	 that	 he	
would	have	to	return	the	whistle	to	him	as	soon	as	he	had	
finished his whistle. Again Quail agreed. When Turtle 
heard	the	sound	again	he	agreed	that	the	sound	was	more	
beautiful.	“Okay,	now	give	me	my	whistle	back	to	me!”	
Turtle	 told	Quail.	Once	again	Quail	 told	Turtle,	 “Wait,	
when I first heard this beautiful sound, I didn’t even know 
where the sound came from or from whom. Let me go 
behind	the	brush	and	let	you	hear	the	sound	from	there.	
You	will	surely	appreciate	the	sound	even	more.”	Turtle	
said	 to	 Quail,	 “Give	 me	 my	 whistle	 back,	 I	 want	 you	
to	give	me	back	my	whistle:”	Quail	 told	Turtle,	“I	will	
give	you	back	your	whistle	as	soon	as	you	hear	it	from	
behind	the	brush,	I	promised	you.”	Turtle	told	Quail,	“I	
don’t	know,	I	 really	wish	you	would	return	 the	whistle	
back	to	me,”	but	Quail	begged	Turtle	and	told	him	that	
as soon as he finished the whistle he would return it back 
to	Turtle;	this	would	be	the	last	time	that	he	would	use	it.	
Turtle finally agreed. So as Quail went behind the brush 
and	 began	 to	 whistle,	Turtle	 said,	 “The	 sound	 is	 more	
beautiful	the	further	away	you	are.	Okay	Quail,	give	me	
back	my	whistle!”	This	time	Quail	did	not	answer	Turtle!	
“Quail!	Quail!	Where	is	my	whistle,	please	give	me	back	
my	whistle!”	Again	Quail	didn’t	answer.	Turtle	went	to	
the	other	 side	of	 the	brush	and	Quail	was	gone.	Turtle	
thought	to	himself,	“Oh,	what	have	I	done.	I	given	away	
my	cherished	gift	from	our	Creator	and	now	I	will	never	
have	that	sound	again.”	So	Turtle	listened	very	closely	to	
see	if	he	could	hear	Quail	whistle	 that	beautiful	sound.	
And	when	ever	you	hear	Quail’s	whistling	sound,	 look	
around	and	you	will	see	Turtle	heading	toward	the	sound	
trying	to	get	his	whistle	back	from	Quail.	This	is	how	the	
Turtle	lost	his	whistle.
	 The	moral	of	this	story	is	that	if	you	have	some-
thing	 that	 you	 value	 and	 cherish	 very	 much,	 never	 let	
anyone	 borrow	 it,	 because	 you	 will	 lose	 it	 forever.	At	
least	this	is	what	my	grandmother	told	me.
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UKB Regular May Council Meeting Minutes
UKB Regular Monthly Council Meeting
At the Jim proctor Elder Care Center

May 02, 2009
10:05 a.m. – 2:10 p.m. 

I. Call to order by Chief George Wickliffe

II. Invocation: Leroy Adair

III. Roll Call:	 10	 +	 Chief	 answered	 Roll	 Call	
(Fourkiller,	Sacks	absent)
	
IV. Chief’s Address
-	 (Initial	 presentation	 of	 address	 in	 Keetoowah-
Cherokee	language)
-	Janette	Hannah	has	received	the	UKB	request	for	
a	 Secretarial	 Election	 which	 was	 originally	 for-
warded to Kenneth Salazar, Secretary of Interior. 
This	 request	 was	 asking	 for	 a	 Secretarial	 Election	
wherein;	 the	 BIA	 and	 Secretary	 of	 Interior	 would	
be	by-passed	when	the	UKB	Council	approved	and	
passed	a	decision.

(Fourkiller	arrived,	10:09	AM)

 There is 90-120 days allowed for a re-
sponse	 for	 a	 Secretarial	 Election	 to	 be	 scheduled	
after	the	request	is	received	by	the	BIA.
 It appears there is no possible reason why 
Janette	Hannah	could	deny	the	requested	election.
 This election is not tribal but a federal 
election.	 This	 election	 will	 be	 conducted	 by	 the	
United	 States	 Government.	This	 election	 will	 rec-
ognize an 18 year old as being an eligible voter. 18 
year	old	people	would	be	allowed	to	vote	in	a	Secre-
tarial	Election.
 The UKB Secretary will furnish the 
names	of	 eligible	UKB	voters	 and	 those	members	
who	 are	 18	 years	 of	 age	 for	 this	 Secretarial	 Elec-
tion.
 This election question must pass by 30% 
of	 UKB	 eligible	 voters.	 Administration	 is	 not	 in	
control	of	this	election.	UKB	involvement	is	to	pro-
vide	information	for	this	election.
 This Secretarial Election will be by Ab-
sentee	vote.	The	votes	will	be	counted	by	the	des-
ignated	counters	and	then	UKB	will	be	informed	if	
election	question	passed	then	the	UKB	can	by-pass	
the	BIA	and	 the	Secretary	of	 the	 Interior	on	deci-
sions	by	Council.
 George Skibine, Assistant Secretary of 
the	Interior,	will	be	making	the	decisions	on	placing	
our 76 acres into trust. He has set a deadline for that 
decision to be on or before May 25, 2009.
 At last month’s meeting we were in-
formed	the	trust	review	was	being	conducted	by	the	
Interior	 Department	 and	 due	 to	 go	 to	 Mr.	 Skibine	
and	his	review	team	two	weeks	ago.	After	Skibine’s	
team	completes	their	review,	he	will	be	in	the	posi-
tion	 to	sign	our	 request	 for	 land	being	placed	 into	
trust. This situation will reflect on the Arkansas Riv-
erbed	Project	negotiations.
 There continues to be good positive rela-
tions with Washington officials.
 For the very first time, the UKB was 
given	the	opportunity	to	be	directly	involved	in	the	
symposium	at	NSU.	Chief’s	involvement	was	a	pan-
el	discussion	in	the	Keetoowah-Cherokee	language.	
There	were	a	couple	of	CNO	members	present	but	
it	 seemed	 CNO	 had	 “bowed	 down”	 because	 they	
had	 no	 Cherokee	 speaking	 representatives.	An	 in-
dividual	asked	if	there	was	an	easy	way	to	learn	the	
Cherokee Language. The response was “there is no 
easy	way”	that	the	way	to	learn	Keetoowah-Chero-
kee	is	be	continuously	in	the	company	of	Cherokee	
speakers.	 Saying	 “words”	 is	 not	 speaking	 Chero-
kee.	Chief	Wickliffe	did	present	this	person	with	a	
Cherokee	Syllabary	(later	it	was	told,	the	individual	
asking	the	question	was	the	son	of	Chad	Smith)
 The following day, Assistant Chief 
Charles Locust, presented information on UKB 
history.	Presentation	included;	The	Keetoowah	be-
lieves	 in	God,	 that	He	 is	 the	Creator	 and	we	give	
Him	credit	for	all	creation.
 If we are allowed, by the vote of 
Keetoowahs,	to	by-pass	the	BIA,	we	will	never	be	
required	to	get	approval	for	decisions	from	Janette	
Hannah	or	 the	Secretary	of	 the	 Interior.	Action	by	
our	Council	will	be	ours	 to	decide.	We	could	 then	
put	our	own	land	in	trust.	There	will	be	people	who	
say	“no”	 to	 a	 special	 election	because	“it	 changes	
what is written in our By-Laws.” Our elders wrote 
our By-Laws but they knew there would be a need 
for	change.
 What we have accomplished today is be-
cause	of	what	our	elders	did.	The	decision	for	“bin-
go”	was	by	our	elders	which	included	some	preach-
ers	and	this	must	have	been	a	hard	decision	to	make	
because	 this	was	“gambling.”	Gambling	 is	 spoken	
of in the bible at the time of the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ,	where	soldiers	laid	the	robe	of	Christ	on	the	
ground and gambled upon it. The elders realized 
bingo	would	allow	us	an	income	and	the	income	has	
increased	 to	 the	point	where	we	can	have	 lawyers	
and	we	are	where	we	are	today	because	of	decisions	
by	our	elders	many	years	ago.
 Our purpose has been a good one. We do 
not	hoard	money	but	money	is	necessary	to	conduct	
Keetoowah	business.
        Leadership of our Council is important.
      Chief was excited about what is to come.
 There were some resolutions presented 
after	the	agenda	was	made/mailed	out.	These	reso-
lutions	will	receive	attention	in	today’s	meeting.

V.  Approval of the minutes for the month of 
April 2009

1.	 MOTION	 by	 Woodrow	 Proctor	 to	 approve	 the	
Council	 minutes	 of	 March	 2009;	 SECONDED	 by	
Barbara	Girty;	VOTE:	11	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions	
(Sacks	absent).

VI. presentations - 

1.	Status	of	Emergency	Management	Program
 Explanation by Tim Good Voice RE: pre-
vious	 ice	 storm	 caused	 need	 for	 immediate	 action	
such	 as,	 need	 for	 propane,	 water,	 providing	 com-
pressors,	clearing	debris,	etc.

(Sacks arrived 10:35 AM)
 There is no actual committee for such 
emergency.
 It has been the immediate action by per-
sonnel	 to	 provide	 the	 manpower,	 equipment	 and	
other	services.
 Charles Locust: Mickey Spears has been 
contacted	by	the	Red	Cross	and	it	is	planned	Mickey	
will get certification and will then represent the Red 
Cross	in	such	emergency	situations.

 Lengthy Discussion Continued
MOTION	 by	 Woodrow	 Proctor	 to	 establish	 an	
Emergency	 Management	 Committee	 with	 Betty	
Holcomb	 designated	 as	 coordinator	 working	 in	
conjunction	 with	 Mickey	 Spears	 for	 naming	 com-
mittee	 members	 with	 names	 submitted	 to	 Council	
for	 approval	 at	 July	 2009	 Council	 meeting;	 SEC-
ONDED	by	Eddie	Sacks;	VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	
Abstentions.

2.	 Barry	 Dotson:	 RE:	 Marble	 City	 Community	
Building
 The people are not sure if they or CNO 
owns	the	building	or	if	there	is	a	lease	on	the	build-
ing.
 A lengthy letter was read by Mr. Dotson 
on specific details of services provided at this facil-
ity.
 The people state they have withdrawn 
from	the	CNO	program	but	now	there	are	some	con-
cerns	health	inspectors,	which	are	from	CNO,	will	
force	the	closing	of	the	nutrition	program.
 Program is working in different projects 
toward	purchase	of	needed	equipment.
 Mr. Dotson asked of the UKB might 
could	provide	manpower	 in	 installing	a	vent-hood	
for	this	Marble	City	Program.
 Nicut program is having similar problems 
as	Marble	City	Nutrition	Program.
 Chief Wickliffe directed Tim Good Voice 
to	follow	up	on	the	Marble	City	situation.	Chief	ex-
pressed	concern	for	UKB	intervention	because	CNO	
claims authority over Indian Land, if the structure is 
on Indian Land. If Keetoowahs can help we will. We 
can	provide	attorneys	to	check	into	the	legal	aspects	
of	this	situation.

DISCUSSION:
3. Betty Holcomb: On April 17th she had conducted 
her	 community/district	 meeting	 “here.”	 Rebecca	
Dreadfulwater	(Whiterock)	gave	her	the	key	to	the	
building.	When	she	arrived	and	within	seconds	the	
Lighthorse was behind her. She wished to commend 
Lighthorse for doing their duty. She stated she had 
not seen the Lighthorse when she was driving up 
but as soon as she stopped the Lighthorse was im-
mediately	behind	her.	She	wished	to	commend	the	
Lighthorse for their quick action. She inquired if the 
River	debris	at	the	River	City	Park	had	been	cleaned	
up	after	the	heavy	rains	and	wind	storm.	Response	
was	“yes”	some	delay	of	clean	up	was	due	to	wait-
ing	for	FEMA	and	their	assessment	of	damage	cost	
for	reimbursement	of	clean	up	cost.

4. Bryan Shade and Georgia Dick: Detailed explana-
tion	was	presented	for	approval	of	a	one	year	grant	
through	the	Department	of	Justice	Tribal	Assistance	
Program.

DISCUSSION & QUESTIONS
MOTION by Charles Locust to approve application 
for a one year grant in the amount of $139,143.00 
through	the	Department	of	Justice	Tribal	Assistance	
Program	 for	 Services	 to	 Tribal	 Members	 (TVA	
Grant);	 SECONDED	 by	 Eddie	 Sacks;	 VOTE:	 12	
Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.

5. Bryan Shade and Georgia Dick: detailed explana-
tion	was	presented	for	approval	 to	submit	applica-
tion	for	a	four	year	grant	to	the	U.S.	Department	of	
Justice in the amount of $396,599.00 (RE: example 
= Boys & Girls Club, etc.)

Lengthy Discussion:
MOTION by Charles Locust to approve the sub-
mission	 of	 a	 four	 year	 grant	 in	 the	 amount	 of	
$396,599.00 to the U.S. Department of Justice Of-
fice of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Preserva-
tion	FY	’09	Tribal	Youth	Program;	SECONDED	by	
Eddie	Sacks;	VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.

6.	Bryan	Shade	and	Georgia	Dick:	detailed	explana-
tion	was	presented	for	approval	to	make	application	
for a one year grant in the amount of $710,107.00 
to	the	Department	of	Transportation	(RE:	Stimulus	
Money)

Lengthy discussion
MOTION	 by	 Woodrow	 Proctor	 to	 approve	 the	
submission	 of	 a	 one	 year	 grant	 in	 the	 amount	 of	
$710,107.00 to the Department of Transportation 
American	Recovery	and	Reinvestment	Act	of	2009	
Public	Transportation	Apportionments,	Allocations	
and	Grant	Program	information	for	services	to	tribal	

members;	 SECONDED	 by	 Barbara	 Girty;	VOTE:	
12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.

(NOTE:	After	 this	Council	meeting,	Georgia	Dick	
asked	that	the	dollar	amount	entered	in	Item	#6	be	
deleted	from	this	request.	Chief	Wickliffe	did	grant	
her request, therefore: the final resolution does not 
reflect dollar amount.)

7. Betty Holcomb: inquired of status for “Emer-
gency	 Management	 Program,”	 she	 asked	 if	 such	
had	been	formed.
 Chief Wickliffe: stated this question 
should	receive	attention	in	May’s	Council	Meeting.

8. Don Ade: To approve to renew the existing P.L. 
93-638 “RE: Contract Proposal with I.H.S.”, not a 
grant.	 Detailed	 explanation	 was	 presented	 by	 Mr.	
Ade
 DISCUSSION:
MOTION	by	Woodrow	Proctor	to	approve	to	renew	
the existing P.L. 93-638 Indian Self Determination 
Contract, Resolution # 08-UKB-40, with I.H.S. for 
Behavioral	 Health,	 Alcohol	 and	 Substance	 Abuse	
for	 FY	 2009;	 SECONDED	 by	 Betty	 Holcomb;	
VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.

9. Liz Littledave: Elder Assistance Program
 Packet of data, RE: Calendar of taking 
applications,	 cover	 sheet	 explaining	 program	 and	
application	forms	are	available	to	each	District	Rep-
resentative	today.
Applicants will begin Monday, May 04, 2009.
Check issuance dates are noted on calendar.

VII. Reports to Council
	
1. Enrollment Report: Liz Littledave
MOTION by Eddie Sacks to approve/accept 17 new 
members	 into	 tribal	 membership	 and	 to	 acknowl-
edge 3 C.D.I.B. issued to a child between the ages 
of 0-3 years for a total of 20 new members; SEC-
ONDED	by	Charles	Smoke;	VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	
0	Abstentions.
MOTION	 by	 Eddie	 Sacks	 to	 acknowledge	 and	
honor	the	relinquishment	of	8	UKB	members	from	
UKB	Membership	Rolls;	SECONDED	by	Charles	
Smoke;	VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.

VIII. public Forum
	
1.	Chief	Wickliffe:	Committee	placements
 DISCUSSION:
Human Services Committee is separate from Emer-
gency	Assistance
Coordinate services between committees
 Human Services Committee is not a 
standing	 committee	 but	 available	 for	 explaining,	
writing or modification of policy.
MOTION by Charles Locust to accept Bryan Shade, 
Gwen	Goingsnake,	Cliff	Wofford,	Barry	Dotson	and	
Rick	Robinson	as	members	of	the	Human	Services	
Committee;	 SECONDED	 by	 Ella	 Mae	 Worley;	
VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.
MOTION by Charles Locust to accept Peggy Girty, 
Eddie	Sacks,	Joyce	Fourkiller-Hawk	and	Don	Ade	
as	members	of	the	Education	Committee	with	Ella	
Mae	 Worley	 serving	 as	 chairperson;	 SECONDED	
by	Ella	Mae	Worley;	VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Ab-
stentions.
MOTION by Charles Locust to accept Dora Gray-
son,	John	Hair,	Frank	Mink,	Betty	Holcomb	and	Ed-
die	Sacks	as	members	of	the	Elder	Committee	with	
Robert Whitekiller as first alternate and Jimmy Lee 
Sawney	 as	 second	 alternate;	 SECONDED	 by	 Ella	
Mae	Worley;	VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.
MOTION by Charles Locust to accept Bryan Shade, 
Gwen	 Goingsnake	 and	 Sonya	 Cochran	 OR	 Mary	
Girty	 as	 members	 of	 the	 Emergency	 Assistance	
Committee	 (NOTE:	This	 acceptance	 is	 considered	
a	part	of	their	job	responsibilities,	thus;	no	Council	
member	is	placed	on	this	committee);	SECONDED	
by	Ella	Mae	Worley;	VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Ab-
stentions.

IX. Unfinished Business - NONE

X. New Business

1.	MOTION	by	Woodrow	Proctor	to	approve	to	au-
thorize UKB Chief or his designee to prepare and 
submit	a	proposal	to	the	Indian	Health	Service	ex-
pressing intent to contract the office of Environmen-
tal	Health	and	Engineering	programs,	functions,	ser-
vices	and	activities;	SECONDED	by	Cliff	Wofford;	
VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.
 NOTE: Don Ade presented written infor-
mation	 relating	 to	Swine	Flu	and	stressed	concern	
for	this	health	concern.
 Don Ade: he is in contact with County 
Health	 Departments	 and	 is	 working	 with	 them	 in	
deciding	amount	of	vaccine	needed	for	this	area.	He	
uses	UKB	membership	numbers	in	this	determina-
tion

2.	 Discussion	 for	 approval/disapproval	 of	 revision	
of current Election Ordinance. Presentation by Le-
roy	Adair.
 Reported two voters books have not been 
returned to the Election Board. Letters of reminder 
has	 been	 mailed	 and	 telephone	 contact	 has	 been	
made	regarding	the	return	of	those	books.
 Legal action might be filed relating to 
these	books.
 LENGTHY DISCUSSION:

 Input by AG Ken Bellmard
MOTION	by	Eddie	Sacks	to	table	a	vote	for	approv-
al/disapproval	 of	 the	 current	 Election	 Ordinance;	
SECONDED by Charles Locust; VOTE: 12 Yes, 0 
No,	0	Abstentions.

3. Discussion to vote to approve/disapprove Child 
Support Enforcement Codes. Lengthy explanation 
of	details	of	this	code	by	AG	Ken	Bellmard,	lengthy	
discussion:
MOTION	 by	 Woodrow	 Proctor	 to	 approve	 Child	
Support	 Enforcement	 Code;	 SECONDED	 by	
Charles	 Smoke;	 VOTE:	 12	 Yes,	 0	 No,	 0	Absten-
tions.

4. Approval/disapproval acceptance of Revised 
Gaming	Ordinance.	Short	discussion:
MOTION by Charles Locust to approve accep-
tance	of	the	Revised	Gaming	Ordinance	as	revised	
05/02/2009; SECONDED by Woodrow Proctor; 
VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.

5. (Not an agenda item) To increase all committee’s 
stipends.	Short	discussion.
MOTION	by	Woodrow	Proctor	to	increase	all	com-
mittee meeting stipends from $50.00 to $75.00 per 
meeting;	SECONDED	by	Ella	Mae	Worley;	VOTE:	
12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.

6.	 To	 vote	 to	 approve/disapprove	 submitted	 By-
Laws for Enrollment Committee.
MOTION	by	Woodrow	Proctor	to	approve	and	ac-
cept Enrollment Committee By-Laws; SECONDED 
by	Ella	Mae	Worley;	VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Ab-
stentions.

7. Vote to approve/disapprove for closing account 
#_____8975 at BancFirst of Tahlequah.
MOTION	by	Woodrow	Proctor	to	approve	the	clos-
ing of UKB Housing Account #_____8975 at Banc-
First of Tahlequah; SECONDED by Charles Locust; 
VOTE:	12	Yes,	0	No,	0	Abstentions.

XI. Announcements

1.	 Chief	 Wickliffe:	 the	 housing	 investigation	 that	
has/is	ongoing	has	resulted	in	one	indictment.	This	
action	was	done	in	federal	court.	The	name	has	ap-
peared	in	the	newspaper	about	two	weeks	ago.	The	
person	indicted	was	Erb	Kimble,	previous	Executive	
Director	of	Housing.	No	part	of	this	subject	could	be	
discussed	before	now	because	the	investigation	was	
in	 process.	The	process	 is	 continuing.	Current	 ad-
ministration	 is	giving	attention	 to	situations	which	
occurred in 2002 but when we find a problem we 
give	immediate	attention	to	the	situation.	The	UKB	
is	 so	much	 improved	since	 four	years	ago	and	we	
continue	improving.

2. Charles Locust announced the Stilwell Straw-
berry	 Festival	 will	 be	 on	 Saturday,	 May	 9,	 2009.	
There will be a float for the Council and all Council 
is	invited	to	participate.	Parade	starts	at	10:00	AM.	
Charles	 also	 announced	 Henry	 Dreadfulwater	 is	
in	 extreme	 bad	 health.	 He	 encouraged	 prayers	 for	
Henry.

3. Joyce Fourkiller-Hawk announced funeral servic-
es	 for	 UKB	 member	 Betty	Hummingbird,	wife	 of	
Rider Hummingbird, will be Monday, May 4, 2009. 
She	asked	the	Hummingbird	family	be	remembered	
in	prayer.

4. Robert Whitekiller announced there will be a find 
raiser, taco dinner, at the Wellness Center, 4:00 PM 
today.	 Proceeds	 are	 for	 the	 daughter	 of	 UKB	 em-
ployee	Mary	Girty.

5. Saline District meeting scheduled for May 12, 
2009 at 6:30 PM at Kenwood Community Build-
ing.

6.	Woodrow	Proctor	complimented	Chief	Wickliffe	
and Assistant Chief Charles Locust for things they 
have	done	for	the	tribe.

7. Flint and Goingsnake District meetings scheduled 
for June 20, 2009 from 1:00-5:00 PM at the Stilwell 
Satellite Office.

8.	Delaware	District	meeting	scheduled	for	Tuesday,	
May 12, 2009 at 6:30 PM at the Jay Community 
Building.	 He	 invited	 Chief	 and/or	Assistant	 Chief	
Locust to attend if at all possible. Chief informed 
both he and Assistant Chief Locust would be unable 
to	attend	because	they	would	be	in	Washington	and	
then	he	would	go	directly	 to	North	Carolina	 from	
Washington.

9.	 Tahlequah	 District	 meetings	 are	 scheduled	 for	
June	 12,	 2009	 at	 Keener	 Church	 at	 6:00	 PM	 and	
June	19,	2009	at	 the	 Jim	Proctor	Building	at	6:00	
PM.

10.	 Canadian	 District	 meetings	 are	 scheduled	 for	
May 30, 2009 and June 27, 2009 on the Bacone 
College	Campus	at	1:00	PM.

XII. Benediction: Jerry Hansen
XIII. Adjourn:
MOTION by Charles Locust; SECONDED by Ed-
die Sacks; Approved by affirmation.
Time	-	2:10	PM
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EmployEE ApprEciAtion DAy

	 The	United	Keetoowah	Band	
Administration	provided	an	Employ-
ee	Appreciation	Day	for	all	tribal	and	
Keetoowah	Cherokee	Casino	staff	at	
Sequoyah	 State	 Park,	 Friday,	 June	
19.
	 The	 Administration	 honored	
the	 employees	 for	 their	 hard	 work	
and	 dedication	 to	 the	 tribe	 by	 pre-
senting	each	employee	with	a	UKB	
logo	 folding	 chair.	 Both	 tribe	 and	

casino	staffs	were	also	awarded	their	
service	awards	pins	for	their	years	of	
service	with	the	tribe,	along	with	rec-
ognition	of	“Employee	of	 the	Year”	
and	“Manager	of	the	Year”.
 Lunch was provided by Se-
quoyah State Park Lodge, drawings 
were held for door prizes, and sev-
eral	 employee	 events,	 such	 as	 tug-
a-war,	 three-legged	 race	 and	 bingo	
with prizes awarded to winners of 

each	event.	New	this	year	at	the	Em-
ployee	 Appreciation	 Day	 was	 the	
“Keetoowah	 Idol”	 where	 several	
groups	of	employees	performed	their	
talents	in	front	of	four	judges	to	win	
the top prize and bragging rights for 
their	talent.
	 This	 year’s	 “Employee	 of	
the	 Year”	 was	 presented	 to	 Della	
Wolfe,	 Education	 department;	 and	
Robbie	Johnson,	Keetoowah	Chero-

kee	 Casino.	 “Manager	 of	 the	Year”	
went	to	Jody	Ellis,	Tribe’s	Account-
ing department; and Ronald Frazier, 
Keetoowah	Cherokee	Casino.
	 “We	are	proud	of	all	the	em-
ployees	that	work	for	the	tribe.	Your	
hard	 work	 and	 dedication	 is	 very	
much	 appreciated,”	 stated	 Chief	
Wickliffe.

UKB Appreciates Employees

LAVERNA STAPLETON, Bill Peters, Marilyn Craig, Lois Fuller, and Fran-
cine Rozell, Tribal employees; 6 years of  service.

LINDA BUCKHORN, Cindy Hair, Albert Ross, Raymond Wickson, and Rick 
Quary, Tribal employees; 7 years of  service.     

PRESTON Walema, Sephen McDaniel, Charlie Deadfulwater, Melinda Cook-
son, and Cody Quetone, Keetoowah Cherokee Casino; 5 years of  service.

SUE GAYTEN, Felicia Hadley, Amanda Stopp, Jessica Cooper, and Joe 
Bunch, Tribal employee; 5 years of  service.

ROBBIE JOHNSON, Keetoowah Cherokee Ca-
sino; Casino “Employee of the Year”. Presenting 
the award is Rod Fourkiller, Keetoowah Chero-
kee Casino General Manager.

CLETA HUNTLEY, Keetoowah Cherokee Casino; 
7 years of  service.

DAVID O’FIELD, Keetoowah Cherokee Casino; 
8 years of  service.

SHEILA BLUEBIRD, Tribal Tag Agency; 10 
years of  service.

TERRY KINDELL, Tribal Housing; 7 years of 
service.
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2009 UKB Graduates
	 Arturo	 KeJuan	
Alan	 Rueda	 from	 Stil-
well,	 Oklahoma	 grad-
uated	 from	 Peavine	
School	 Pre-K.	 	 His	
parents	 are	Arturo	 and	
Vickie	 Rueda.	 	 His	
siblings	 are	 Vernon,	
Vernice	 and	 Kaleesha	
Gann.	 	 His	 grandpar-
ents are Leo and Bren-
da	Bird	and	Andres	and	
Concepcion	Rueda	of	Zacatacas,	Mexico.
	 Arturo	plans	to	play	soccer	and	football.

Arturo KeJuan Alan Rueda

	 Athena	 Going-
Snake	 	 graduated	 Kin-
dergarten	 from	 Grand-
View	 Elementary	 on	
May	 19,	 2009.	 	 She	
just	 turned	 six	 years	
old on May 27, 2009.   
Her	parents’	names	are	
Shannon	 and	 Jan-Mi-
chael	 GoingSnake	 of	
Tahlequah.		Athena	has	
an	 older	 sister,	 Emer-
ald	GoingSnake.		Athena’s	grandparents	are	Wil-
liam and Joann Shade, Nancy Proctor and LeDon 
Rock,	 and	Gwendolyn	 and	 the	 late	Clifford	Go-
ingSnake.		
												Athena	is	looking	forward	to	starting	the	
first grade; she loves to sing and has even written 
a	song.		She	likes	to	play	the	guitar	like	her	dad.		
Athena	placed	1st	in	the	Kindergarten	spelling	bee	
this	year.	 	She	is	also	very	excited	about	 the	ex-
pected	birth	of	her	baby	sister.		Swimming	is	her	
main	hobby	for	the	summer.								

Athena GoingSnake

	 Zane	 Carr	 is	
five years old from Sal-
lisaw,	 Oklahoma.	 	 He	
graduated	 from	 Kin-
dergarten at Liberty 
Elementary	 in	 May	
2009.	 	 His	 parents	 are	
Scott	 and	 Sandra	 Carr	
of	Sallisaw	and	he	has	
a	three	year	old	brother	
Gabriel	Carr.		He	is	the	
grandson	 of	 Patricia	
Dunn	 and	 the	 late	 Richard	 Sanders	 of	 Sallisaw,	
Oklahoma	,	Sharon	Shannon	of	Evansville,	Arkan-
sas,	and	Debbie	and	Chief	Adair	of	Prairie	Grove,	
Arkansas.  Zane would like to be a police officer 
when	he	grows	up.	Mom	and	Dad	said,	“We	love	
you	Baby	Zane!”

Zane Carr

	 Rance	 Kyle	
Stopp	 is	 six	years	old	
from	Tahlequah,	Okla-
homa.	 	 He	 graduated	
from	 Kindergarten	 at	
Woodall	 School.	 	 His	
parents	 are	 Chris	 and	
Amanda	Stopp	and	his	
sister	 is	 Krista	 Stopp.		
His	 grandparents	 are	
Tim	Washington,	Clif-
ford	and	Brenda	Dou-
blehead	of	Tahlequah,	
and Luther and Karla 
Stopp	of	Stilwell.		His	
great	 grandparents	 are	 Mollie	Washington	 and	
Eugene	Eagle	of	Stilwell.		
	 His	 hobbies	 are	 playing	 T	 ball	 for	 the	
Stilwell Cardinals, basketball, playing his X-
box 360, playing catch with his sister Krista, 
fishing, camping, traveling, swimming, going to 
Sonny	Boy’s	and	spending	time	with	his	cous-
ins.		His	future	goal	is	to	become	a	professional	
basketball	player.	

Rance Kyle Stopp

	 Danielle	 Budds	
from	Salina,	Oklahoma	
graduated	Eighth	grade	
at	 Kenwood	 School.		
She	 was	 named	 the	
Most	 Valuable	 Player	
in	 basketball.	 	 She	 is	
the	 daughter	 of	 Den-
nis Budds and Louise 
Sanders.	 	 Her	 grand-
parents	are	the	late	Jack	
and	 Betty	 Budds,	 Ella	
M.	Christie	and	Dave	Sanders	of	Stilwell,	Okla-
homa.			

Danielle Budds

	 Sylver	 Price-
Collins	 of	 Stilwell,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
Eighth	 grade	 from	
Maryetta	Schools.		She	
had	 perfect	 attendance	
and	 was	 a	 member	 of	
the	 Honor	 Roll.	 	 Her	
parents	 are	 Carl	 and	
Sharon	 Collins.	 	 Her	
grandparents	 are	 the	
late	Sid	and	Osie	Price	
and the late Jo and Ken McMurrian and Leroy 
Martin.
	 Sylver	 plans	 to	 attend	 Sequoyah	 High	
School	and	play	fast	pitch		softball.

Sylver price-Collins

 Darwin Lee 
Jumper	from	Kenwood	
graduated	Eighth	grade	
from	 Kenwood	 Public	
School.	 	He	 is	 the	 son	
of	Brenda	and	 the	 late	
Jeffrey	 Jumper.	 	 His	
grandparents	 are	 Mary	
and	 Jess	 Jumper	 and	
the	 late	Sam	and	Nora	
Sapp.
	 Darwin	will	at-
tend	Kansas	High	School	in	the	fall.

Darwin Lee Jumper

	 Tori	 Mouse	
from	Tahlequah	gradu-
ated	 8th	 grade	 from	
Shady	 Grove	 School.		
She	 is	 the	 daughter	 of	
Belinda	 and	 Russell	
Hogshooter	 and	 J.B.	
Mouse	 of	 Spavinaw.		
Her	 grandparents	 are	
Geneva	 Chewie	 of	
Twin	Oaks	and	J.B.	Sr.	
and	 Arlene	 Mouse	 of	
Spavinaw.		Her	brothers	are	Marshall	Mouse	and	
Nathaniel	Jumper.		She	plans	to	attend	Sequoyah	
High	School	this	fall.

Tori Mouse

	 Nina	 Marie	
Yanez, 14, from Salina, 
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	 Salina	 Middle	
School.	 	 Her	 parents	
are	 Crystal	 and	 James	
Squirrell.		Her	siblings	
are	 Tevin	 and	 Tym-
berlee	 Squirrell.	 	 Her	
grandparents	 are	 Gary	
Keyes	 of	 Pryor,	 Okla-
homa	 and	 Hellen	 and	
Bob	Willis	of	Palm	Coast,	Florida	and	Jim	Squir-
rell.
	 Nina	is	a	member	of	the	Salina	High	School	
Band.		She	enjoys	going	to	school	and	loves	talk-
ing	and	hanging	out	with	her	friends,	playing	the	
clarinet	and	texting.	 	She	also	enjoys	taking	pic-
tures	of	everything	and	just	playing	around.		Her	
goal	is	to	become	a	famous	actress	or	singer	or	if	
that	doesn’t	work	out	a	journalist.

Nina Marie Yanez

	 David	 Adair	
from	Tahlequah,	 Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Sequoyah	High	School.		
He	is	the	son	of	David	
and	Mariah	Adair.		His	
grandparents	 are	 Nan-
cy	 Adair	 and	 Arnold	
Deckard, Lou Green-
wood-Boston	 and	 the	
late	Don	Boston.
	 He	 plans	 to	
work	and	go	to	college	in	Norman	or	Oklahoma	
City.

David Adair

	 Tamika	 Black	
from	 Jay,	 Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Jay	
High	School.		She	is	the	
daughter	of	Dustin	and	
Amanda	 Black.	 	 Her	
grandparents	are	Nancy	
Davis	 and	 Bob	 Hilder-
brand,	 Pat	 Black,	 and	 Merylan	 Richards	 of	 Jay,	
and the late Bessie and Quinton Davis and Effie 
and	John	Johns	,	all	of	the	Oak	Hill	Community.
	 Tamika	 is	 studying	 to	 become	 a	 medical	
assistant.

Tamika Black

	 Charlissa	 Buck-
horn	 from	 the	 Rocky	
Ford	community	gradu-
ated	 from	 Oaks	 Mis-
sion	High	School.	 	Her	
parents	 are	 James	 and	
Linda Buckhorn. Her 
grandparents	 are	 the	
late Lucille Buckhorn 
and	the	late	Garner	and	
Charlotte	Buckhorn.		Her	future	plans	include	at-
tending	vocational	school	and	 taking	care	of	her	
daughter.

Charlissa Buckhorn

	 Alexsa	 Rae	
Bush	from	Jay,	Oklaho-
ma	graduated	from	Kan-
sas	High	School.		She	is	
the	daughter	of	Stepha-
nie	 Mann	 and	 William	
Bush.		Her	grandmother	
is	 Dianna	 Humming-
bird.		She	has	a	one	year	
old	 daughter,	 Raedan.		
She	plans	to	get	a	job	as	
a	 pharmacy	 technician	
and	later	attend	college	to	become	a	pharmacist.

Alexsa Rae Bush

	 Sydnee	Christie	
from	 Oaks,	 Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Oaks	
Mission	 High	 School.		
She	 is	 the	 daughter	 of	
Mitch	and	Ducie	Chris-
tie.	 	 Her	 grandparents	
are	 Bill	 Watt	 of	 Oaks,	
and	 Jimmy	 and	 Elaine	
Reasor	 of	 Kansas,	
Oklahoma.

Sydnee Christie

	 Naomi	 Birdtail		
from	 Bunch,	 Oklaho-
ma	graduated	from	Se-
quoyah	 High	 School.		
She	won	 the	Cherokee	
Challenge	 Bowl	 two	
yeas	in	a	row.		Her	par-
ents	 are	 Nora	 Birdtail	
and Leon Birdtail.  Her 
grandmother	 is	 Rachel	
Birdtail.	 	 She	 plans	 to	
attend	 Bacone	 College	
studying	 Early	 Child	
Development.

Naomi Birdtail



	 Jamie	 Hawkins	
from	 Stilwell,	 Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Cave	 Springs	 High	
School. Ranked 3rd 
in	 her	 class,	 she	 was	
named	 the	 class	 histo-
rian.	 	 Her	 parents	 are	
Jimmy	 Hawkins	 and	
the late Linda Powers.  
Her	 grandparents	 are	
Jim Hawkins, Lana Hawkins and Richard Powers.  
She	plans	to	attend	Carl	Albert	State	College.

 Lydsay Girty 
from	 Vian,	 Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Vian	
High	School.	 	She	was	
a	 member	 of	 the	 Na-
tional	 Honor	 Society.		
She	 is	 the	 daughter	 of	
Kathy	 Girty	 and	 her	
grandparents	 are	 Ar-
chie and Lorene Girty.  
She	plans	to	attend	Bacone	College	and	major	in	
Sonography.
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2009 UKB Graduates
	 Trae	 Allen	
Clouse	 of	 Oaks	 Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Oaks	 Mission	 High	
School.	 	 He	 is	 the	 son	
of	 Cosondra	 Clouse.		
He	 is	 the	 grandson	 of	
Molly Nofire of Twin 
Oaks and the late James Nofire and Albert Clouse 
of	Bristow,	Oklahoma.		He	plans	to	attend	voca-
tional	school	and	raise	his	son,	Kaivin	Storm.

Trae Allen Clouse

	 James	 Corns-
hucker	from	Jay,	Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Jay	 High	 School.	 	 His	
mother	is	Patricia	Corn-
shucker.		His	grandpar-
ents	are	the	late	Agnes	
(Proctor)	 Cornshucker	
and the Late David 
Cornshucker	 of	 Jay,	
the	late	Doris	Geionety	
Edge	of	Anandarko	and	the	 late	Milton	Pewo	of	
Apache,	 Oklahoma.	 	 He	 plans	 to	 attend	 Haskell	
Indian	Nations	University.

James Cornshucker

       Natashe Chere’ Lynn 
Downing	from	Hulbert,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	 Tahlequah	 High	
School.	 	 She	 is	 the	
daughter	 of	 Michelle	
and	 Todd	 Downing.		
Her	 grandparents	 are	
Vanney	Downing	and	Rosella	Hooper.		She	plans	
to	attend	Connors	State	College	to	study	nursing.

Natashe Chere’ Lynn Downing

	 Shandi	 Duncan	
from	 Stilwell,	 Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Stilwell	 High	 School.		
She	was	named	Female	
Athlete	of	the	Year	and	
was	 a	 member	 of	 the	
All–State	 All	 Indian	
Basketball	 1st	 team.		
Her	parents	are	Carney	
and	Kim	Duncan.		
	 Shandi	has	signed	a	letter	of	intent	to	play	
college	basketball	at	Mid-America	Christian	Col-
lege	in	Oklahoma	City.

Shandi Duncan

Walter	Duncan	III	from	
Stilwell,	 Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Cave	
Springs	 High	 School.		
He	is	the	son	of	Walter	
Duncan Jr. and Suzanne 
Duncan.		His	grandpar-
ents	 are	 the	 late	 Char-
lotte	 Runabout	 and	
Walter and Lena Mae 
Duncan.	 	 He	 plans	 to	
attend	NSU	majoring	in	broadcasting.

Walter Duncan III

	 Shanea	 K.	 Dry-
water		from	the	Woodall	
Community	 graduated	
from	Keys	High	School.		
She	 was	 the	 slow	 pitch	
and	 fast	 pitch	 softball	
team’s	 manager	 as	 well	
as	 the	 basketball	 team	
manager.	 She	 is	 the	
daughter	 of	 David	 and	
Tammy	Stephens	and	the	
granddaughter of Kenneth and Lula Drywater, Phil-
lip	and	Norma	Drywater	and	Bill	and	Jan	Stephens.		
She	plans	to	attend	Connors	State	College	in	the	fall	
and	eventually	open	her	own	day	care	center.

Shanea K Drywater

 Lea Eike from 
Jay,	 Oklahoma	 gradu-
ated	 from	 Jay	 High	
School.	 	 She	 was	 an	
All	 State	 in	 softball,	 a	
qualifier in track and an 
All	 Conference	 Catch-
er.		She	is	the	daughter	
of	 Mary	 Bearpaw	 and	
Rod	 Eike.	 	 She	 is	 the	
granddaughter of Le-
wanna	Bearpaw	and	Richard	Bearpaw.
	 She	plans	on	attending	Haskell	Indian	Na-
tions	 University	 to	 play	 softball	 and	 to	 get	 her	
Associate’s Degree, then transferring to UCLA to 
obtain	a	degree	in	Criminal	Justice.

Leah Eike

 Vernice Lynn 
Gann	 (Nise)	 from	Stil-
well,	Oklahoma	gradu-
ated	from	Stilwell	High	
School.	 	 Her	 parents	
are	 Arturo	 and	 Vick-
ie	 (Gann)	 Rueda	 and	
Timothy	 Allen	 Gann.		
Her	 brothers	 are	 Ver-
non	 Gann	 and	 ReJuan	
Rueda	and	his	 sister	 is	
Kateesha	 Gann.	 	 Her	
grandparents are Leo 
and	 Brenda	 Bird	 and	
Johnny Vann and Linda Robinson and the late 
Louella Gann and Glenn Robinson.  
	 Vernice	plans	 to	attend	college	at	Haskell	
and	play	basketball	and	softball.

Vernice Lynn Gann (Nise)

 Kali Gonzales 
from	 Welling,	 Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Sequoyah	High	School.		
She	 was	 a	 member	 of	
the	academic	team,	the	
National	 Honor	 Soci-
ety,	and	A.I.S.E.S.		
	 She	is	the	daughter	of	Herbert	and	Shirlene	
Gonzales.  Her grandparents are Junior and Eda 
Scraper and John and Kathey Gonzales.  She plans 
to	attend	Northeastern	State	University.

Kali Gonzales

Lyndsay Girty			

Jamie Hawkins

	 	 Christian	 Hooper	
from	 Tahlequah,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	 Tahlequah	 High	
School.	 	 He	 ran	 cross	
country	 his	 junior	 and	
senior	years.		His	hob-
bies	 include	 running,	
skating,	 boxing,	 and	
lifting	weights.		
	 His	 grandfa-
ther,	Grover	 James	has	 looked	after	him	and	his	
siblings	their	whole	lives.		He	plans	on	attending	
Haskell	Indian	Nations	University	to	study	law	for	
two	years,	and	then	to	transfer	to	Kansas	Univer-
sity to finish his education.  When he completes 
his	education,	he	plans	to		come	back	to	Tahlequah	
and	practice	law.

Christian Hooper

	 Kaheya	 M.	
Hooper	 from	 the	
Greasy	 community	
graduated	 from	 Se-
quoyah	 High	 School.		
She	 was	 a	 member	 of	
the	National	Honor	So-
ciety	 and	 was	 named	
a	 Gates	 Millennium	
Scholar.	 	 Her	 parents	
are Michael and Linda 
(Amy)	 Hooper.	 	 Her	
grandparents	are	the	late	Katie	Marie	and	the	late	
Bill	Vann,	Rosella	(Wildcat)	Hooper	and	the	late	
Jesse Lee Hooper.
	 She	plans	to	attend	Carl	Albert	State	Col-
lege for basics, then to attend Arizona State Col-
lege	for	Accounting	and	Business	Administration.

Kaheya M. Hooper

	 The	 family	 of	
Matthew	Hooper	would	
like	 to	 announce	 his	
graduation	 from	 Se-
quoyah	 High	 School.	
Matthew	 is	 the	 son	 of	
Joe & Tina Hooper. 
Grandson	 of	 the	 late	
Rufus & the late Gene-
va	 Hooper	 and	 the	 late	
Deertrack Jones & the 
late	Peggy	Perry.	
	 Matthew	 is	 the	
brother of Teresia Jones, Joey Hooper & wife Whit-
ney, Ann Hooper & spouse William Deckard, Jodi 
Hooper,	 Bradley	 Hooper,	 and	 two	 nephews	 Jalen	
Hooper	and	Cameron	Deckard.		At	Sequoyah,	Mat-
thew	 was	 active	 in	 cross	 country	 and	 track,	 and	
Freshman	 year	 class	 president.	 His	 parents	 say,	
“Congratulations	Matthew!”

Matthew Hooper  

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Jessica	 Terrece	
Feeling	 from	 Salina,	
Oklahoma	 graduat-
ed	 from	 Salina	 High	
School.	 	 She	 is	 the	
daughter	of	 Jess	Feel-
ing.		She	plans	on	get-
ting	a	job.

Jessica Tereece Feeling

Bonnie	 Hawley	 from	
Spavinaw,	 Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Jay	
High	 School.	 She	 is	
an OHLAP Scholar-
ship	 recipient.	 	 She	 is	
the	 daughter	 of	 Cara	
Hawley.	 	 She	 is	 the	
granddaughter	of	Richard	and	Betty	Blackbear.	
She	 plans	 to	 attend	 Rogers	 State	 University	 to	
become	a	Registered	Nurse.

Bonnie Hawley

Earl Dean Ketcher		
	 Earl	 Dean	
Ketcher	 from	 Stilwell,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	 Cave	 Springs	
High	School.		He	is	the	
son	of	Charles	and	Viv-
ian	Ketcher.

2009 UKB Graduates



	 Cody	 Rob-
inson	 from	 Hulbert,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	 Tahlequah	 High	
School.		He	was	named	
Rotary	Club	Student	of	
the	 Month,	 President’s	
Excellence	Award,	 Ca-
det	of	the	Month	for	the	
JROTC,	 the	 JROTC	
Chaplain,	1st	place	in	the	Cherokee	Knowledge	
Bowl,	 F.I.R.E.	 Mentor	 Executive,	 Class	 Repre-
sentative,	and	Northside	Baptist	Youth	Minister.
	 Cody	is	the	son	of	Dessie	and	Dennis	Rob-
inson.		He	is	the	grandson	of	Andy	Oosahwee	and	
the	 late	 Becky	 Grasshopper,	 Jim	 Robinson	 and	
Barbara	 Joyce	Fields.	 	He	plans	 to	 attend	NSU	
and	plans	to	run	for	UKB	tribal	council	when	he	
turns	21.

Justin	 Ross	 from	 Stil-
well,	Oklahoma	gradu-
ated	from	Cave	Springs	
High	School.		He	is	the	
son	of	Arthur	and	Adri-
ane	 Ross.	 	 His	 grand-
parents	 are	 Frank	 and	
the	 late	 Emma	 Swim-
mer	and	Juanita	and	the	
late	Woodrow	Teehee.

	 Anthony	 Oli-
vares	 from	Ft.	Gibson,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	 Ft.	 Gibson	 High	
School.	 	 Her	 parents	
are	 Aaron	 and	 Jalene	
Olivares.	 	 His	 grand-
parents	 are	 Hank	 and	
Cindy	Olivares,	Joseph	and	Barbara	DiForio.		He	
plans	to	attend	Haskell	Indian	Nations	University	
to	play	football.		He	would	like	to	become	a	coach	
when	he	graduates.

	 Rob	 Mankiller	
from	 Stilwell,	 Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Stilwell	 High	 School.		
He	was	awarded	a	Na-
val	 Scholarship.	 	 His	
parents	are	William	and	
Annette	Mankiller.		His	
grandparents	 are	 Irene	
and	 Charlie	 Mankiller.		
He	 plans	 to	 enter	 into	
the	Navy.

	 S a m a n t h a	
Laconsello from Pry-
or,	 Oklahoma	 gradu-
ated	 from	 Salina	 High	
School.	 	 She	 is	 the	
daughter	 of	 Justin	 and	
Terrie	 Smith	 and	 her	
grandparents	 are	 San-
dra	Turner	and	Verlyn	Starr.		She	plans	to	attend	
college	at	UCO.
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	 Jacob	 Thomas	
Mink	 from	 Stilwell,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	Cave	Springs	High	
School.	 	 His	 parents	
are	 Alex	 and	 Melinda	
Mink.	 	 His	 grandpar-
ents	are	Melba	Collins,	
Vicki	Terrell,	Steve	and	
Peggy	Smith,	and	Dan-
ny	and	Teresa	Hoover.
	 He	 plans	 to	 at-
tend	college	this	fall	at	Carl	Albert	State	College	in	
Poteau	and	major	in	physical	therapy.

Jacob Thomas Mink

	 Shawn	 Panther	
from	 Kansas,	 Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Kansas	 High	 School.		
He	 is	 the	 son	 of	 Jose-
phine	Panther	and	J.D.	
Martin.	 His	 grand-
mother	 is	 Susie	 Bark.		
He	 plans	 to	 attend	
college	 in	 the	 fall	 and	
work	this	summer	until	
school	starts.

Shawn panther

2009 UKB Graduates

	 Wakeena	 Pritch-
ett	from	Watts,	Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Watts	
High	 School	 where	 she	
was	 a	 member	 of	 the	
President’s	 Honor	 Roll	
and was in the top 3% 
of	 her	 class.	 	 She	 is	 the	
daughter	of	Edith	Pritchett	and	Edward	Pritchett.		Her	
grandparents	are	Bob	and	Christine	Buck	and	 the	 late	
Tom	Pritchett	and	Betty	Glass	(Pritchett)
	 Wakeena	 plans	 to	 attend	 Northeastern	 State	
University	in	the	fall	majoring	in	Optometry.

Wakeena pritchett

	 Valerie	 Pritchett	
from	 Westville,	 Oklaho-
ma	graduated	from	West-
ville	High	School.		She	is	
the	daughter	of	Caroline	
Boone	and	Ben	Boone	of	
Spiro.		Her	grandparents	
are	the	late	Tom	Pritchett	
and	 the	 late	 Ben	 Boone	
Jr. and Lois Boone.  
	 Valerie	 plans	 to	
attend	 NEO	 College	 in	
Miami	and	hopes	to	become	a	pediatrician.	

Valerie pritchett

	 Mercedes	 Dawn	
Proctor	 from	 Kan-
sas,	 Oklahoma	 gradu-
ated	 from	 Kansas	 High	
School.	 	Her	parents	 are	
Dewayne	 and	 Crystal	
Proctor.	 	 	 Her	 grandpar-
ents	are	Sequoyah	Jr.	and	
Phyllis	Proctor.		
	 Mercedes	 plans	
to	 take	 a	 pharmacy	 tech	
course	at	Northeast	Tech-
nology	Center	in	Kansas.

Mercedes Dawn proctor

	 Justine	 Raye	
Ratledge,	 19,	 from	 the	
Tag	 Flat	 community,	
graduated	 from	 Kansas	
High	 School.	 	 Her	 par-
ents	 are	 Victor	 H.	 and	
Patricia Lackey.  She has 
two	 brothers,	 Deacon	
Hinzo and Sequoyah 
Hinzo.  Her grandpar-
ents are Lois Tagg and 
Alma Lackey and Victor 
H. Lackey, Jr.  

Justine Raye Ratledge

	 Zechariah	 Sam-
son	 Rice	 of	 El	 Reno,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	the	Riverside	Indi-
an	School	 in	Anadarko,	
Oklahoma on May 15, 
2009.		“Zac”	was	select-
ed	to	be	a	member	of	the	
National	Honor	Society	
and	 was	 also	 awarded	
the	 Varsity	 letter	 in	
Cross	Country.		Zac	will	
be	 attending	 Redlands	
Community	 College	 to	
complete	his	basic	courses	and	will	attend	the	Okla-
homa	University	to	achieve	his	degree	in	Biology.
	 Zac	is	the	son	of	Roger	Rice,	Southern	Chey-
enne,	and	Fanneta	White,	UKB.		His	maternal	grand-
parents	are	the	late	George	and	Margaret	(Weavel)	
White.	His	paternal	grandparents	are	Charlie	and	the	
late	Edith	(Surveyor)	Rice.	He	has	two	older	broth-
ers,	Frank	and	Steven.	He	also	has	one	older	sister,	
Georgia,	and	one	younger	sister,	Elise.

Zechariah Samson Rice

Cody Robinson

Justin Ross

Samantha Laconsello			

Chris Luper

Anthony Olivares

 Chris Luper of 
Jay,	 Oklahoma	 gradu-
ated	 from	 Jay	 High	
School.	 	 He	 is	 the	 son	
of Lenora Luper Pickett 
and Chris Luper.   His 
grandparents	 are	 Tody	
and Iwanna Luper of 
Missouri	and	Betty	Culver	of	Jay,	Oklahoma.		He	
plans to finish vo-tech and get a job.

 Charles Limore 
graduated	from	Westville	
High	School.		He	played	
basketball	for	three	years,	
and	he	also	played	soccer.		
Although	 he	 didn’t	 start	
playing	football	until	his	
senior	 year,	 to	 the	 sur-
prise	 of	 his	 coaches,	 he	
was	really	quick.		He	was	
in	many	school	plays	and	
thoroughly	enjoyed	being	
on stage.  He is the son of Jim and Annajo Limore of 
the	Spade	Mountain	Community.		His	grandparents	
are	Willie	and	Audrey	Means	and	Edgar	and	Mary	
Jane Limore, all of Stilwell.

 Monte Lee 
LaRouque, Jr. from 
Tahlequah,	 Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Se-
quoyah	 High	 School.		
He	 won	 a	 biology	 2	
award.		His	parents	are	
Kathleen	 Carey	 and	
Monte L. LaRoque, Sr.  
His	 grandparents	 are	
Henry	 Carey,	 Sr.	 and	
the	late	Gracie	Carey.		
	 Monte	plans	 to	attend	NSU	and	major	 in	
sports	medicine	and	coaching.

 Ricky Don Leach 
from	Stilwell,	Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Stilwell	
High	 School.	 	 He	 was	
awarded the Bronze 
award	 in	 Automotive	 at	
Indian	 Capital	 Technol-
ogy	Center.		He	is	the	son	
of Mark and Kay Leach.  
His	grandparents	are	the	
late	 Perry	 and	 Juanita	
Leach and the late John and Lucille Gann.  
	 He	 plans	 to	 attend	 OSU	 Tech	 in	 Okmulgee	
and	get	a	job.

Ricky Don Leach

Monte LaRouque, Jr.

Rob Mankiller

Charlie Limore	

Ariel Whitmire
	 Ariel	 Whit-
mire	 from	 the	 Chewey	
community	 graduated	
from	 Westville,	 Okla-
homa.	 	 She	 was	 the	
Class	 President,	 Public	
Relations Officer for 
FCCLA, took 1st place 
in the district, 1st place in the regionals and 3rd 
place	in	State	for	Parliamentary	Procedures.		She	
is	the	daughter	of	Anita	and	Kevin	Whitmire.		Her	
grandparents	 are	 Roy	 and	 Nancy	 Watkins	 and	
Cordell	and	Claudine	Whitmire.		She	plans	to	at-
tend college and major in the medical field.



	 Sara	 Vann	 from	
the	 Kenwood	 commu-
nity	 graduated	 from	
Cherokee	 High	 School	
in	Cherokee,	North	Car-
olina.	 	 Her	 parents	 are	
French	 and	Verna	Vann	
of	Cherokee.		Her	grand-
parents	are	the	late	Fall-
en Buzzard and Wanda 
Buzzard of Kenwood and George and Roseanna 
Vann	 of	 Salina.	 	 She	 plans	 to	 attend	 college	 at	
Southwestern	Community	College	in	Silva,	North	
Carolina.		She	will	major	in	journalism.

	 Jamie	 Dani-
elle	 Wagnon	 from	
Tahlequah,	 Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Se-
quoyah	 High	 School.		
She	 was	 the	 Salutato-
rian	of	her	class,	a	Dell	
Scholar,	 a	 Wal-Mart	
Scholarship	 recipient,	
and	 Rotary	 Club	 Stu-
dent	of	the	Month.	
	 She	is	the	daughter	of	James	and	the	late	
Tammy Wagnon.  Her grandparents are Mozelle 
Turner	and	the	late	Roy	Turner.		She	plans	to	at-
tend	the	University	of	Oklahoma	to	major	in	Pre-
Med	and	work	towards	becoming	a	Pediatric	Car-
diologist.

 Cammi L. Tur-
tle	from	Kansas,	Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Kansas	 High	 School.		
She	 is	 the	daughter	of	
Anna	 Potter	 and	 T.J.	
Turtle.	 	 Her	 grandpar-
ents	are	 the	 late	Char-
ley and Lydia Forman 
and	 the	 late	 William	
and	Della	Turtle.		She	plans	to	become	an	anesthe-
siologist.	
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 Sherniec	Scrap-
er	of	Tahlequah,	gradu-
ated	 from	 	 Sequoyah	
High	School.
	 Her	parents	are	
Gregory Scraper && 
Patsy Martinez and her 
grandparents	 are	 Eda	
and	Junior	Scraper.		Her	
sisters	are	Heather	Go-
odrich,	 Darci	 Scraper,	
Amber	Murillo,	Crystal	
Chaste	and	her	brothers	
are		Shane,	Colby,	Max	and	Jack	Scraper.
	 While	 attending	 Sequoyah,	 Sherniec	 was	
a	 four	 year	 Student	 Council	 Member	 where	 she	
served	as	the		Student	Council	President	her	senior	
year;	 four	year	National	Honor	Society	member,	
Excellence in Math 2005, Sequoyah Spirit Award 
2006 and 2009; 2008 NCA Individual Leadership 
Award;	2008-2009	Sequoyah	Varsity	Cheer	Cap-
tain	and	a	participant	 in	2009	Orange	Bowl	Pre-
Game Show in Miami, FL.  Her future goals are to  
be	successful	as	a	social	worker,	want	to	become	
a	 foster	parent	and	adopt	kids.	Want	 to	pursue	a	
Nursing	degree	later	on	in	life.	

Sherniec Scraper

	 Kaylynn	 Sharp	
of	 Tahlequah	 gradu-
ated	 from	 Tahlequah	
High	 School.	 	 She	 is	
the	daughter	of	Donna	
Wilder	 and	 the	 late	
Olen	 Sharp,	 Jr.	 	 Her	
grandparents	 are	 Syd-
ney	 Wilder,	 Helen	
Wilder,	 and	 Maggie	
Tennison.
	 She	 plans	 to	 attend	 Northeastern	 State	
University	in	the	fall.

Kaylynn Sharp

	 Monique	 Sharp	
from	Kansas,	Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Kan-
sas	 High	 School.	 	 She	
is the daughter of Lisa 
and	 Marty	 Sharp.	 	 Her	
grandparents	 are	 Edna	
and	 Walter	 Cochran	
and	 Martin	 and	 Coweta	
Sharp.
	 She	 plans	 to	 at-
tend	Sterling	Christian	College	in	the	fall	on	a	softball	
scholarship.  She will major in the medical field and 
hopes	to	become	a	nurse	or	a	pharmacy	techniciam.

Monique Sharp

	 Shanoah	 Smoke	
of	 the	 Kenwood	 Com-
munity	 graduated	 from	
Kansas	 High	 School.		
Her	parents	are	Eleanor	
Vann	 and	 Billy	 Vann.		
Her	grandmother	 is	Ge-
neva	Smoke.		She	plans	
to	 attend	 vocational	
school to become a Li-
censed	 Practical	 Nurse	
and	 then	 to	 attend	 col-
lege	to	become	a	Regis-
tered	Nurse.

Shanoah Smoke

	 Erin	 Cody	
Squirrell	 from	 Oaks,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	 Oaks	 Mission	
High	 School.	 	 He	 is	
the	 son	 of	 Bobby	 and	
Amanda	Ballou.		He	is	
the	grandson	of	Jimmy	
and	the	late	Sally	Squir-
rell	of	Oaks.		
	 Erin	plans	to	at-
tend	Northeast	Technology	Center	in	Kansas	and	
learn	a	trade	in	automotive.

Erin Cody Squirrell

	 Isaiah	 Thomas	
Teehee	 of	 Stilwell,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	 Sequoyah	 High	
School.	 	 His	 parents	
are	Albert	and	Marlene	
Teehee.		His	grandpar-
ents are Louella Dun-
can	 and	 the	 late	 John	
and Lydia Teehee.  He 
plans	to	attend	Stilwell	
Indian	Capital	Technology	Center	for	business	and	
computer	classes.

Isaiah Thomas Teehee

Cammi L. Turtle

2009 Graduates

	 	 	 	 Sean	Williams	 is	 a	
2009	 Sequoyah	 High	
School	 graduate.		
While	 in	 high	 school,	
he	 was	 involved	 in	
golf,	 baseball,	 cross	
country,	football,	wres-
tling,	 stickball	 and	 the	
chess	 club.	 	 He	 also	
played	baseball	for	the	
OK	 Kids	 for	 the	 Stil-
well	 Indians,	 summer/fall	 baseball	 for	 the	 Jenks	
Trojans	and	with	the	NEO	Redmen.
				Currently,	Sean	is	a	U.S.	Army	Soldier	and	he	
began	boot	camp	on	June	9,	2009	in	South	Caro-
lina.		After	boot	camp,	he	will	go	to	AIT	in	Geor-
gia	for	his	MOS	in	Telecommunication.		He	is	en-
listed for 4 years and plans to go to college after 
that	time	or	re-enlist.
    During his spare time, he loves to fish, camp, 
play	 stickball,	 crawdad	 hunt,	 teach	 youth	 base-
ball	fundamentals	and	spend	time	with	family	and	
friends.	 	He	 is	UKB,	Pawnee	and	Otoe	and	 is	 a	
fancy	dancer	and	grass	dancer.
				He	is	the	18	year	old	son	of	Eddie	Williams	and	
Tonya	Moore-Williams.	 	He	 is	newly	married	 to	
Rebecca	 and	 they	have	 a	baby	daughter,	Brook-
lynne.	 	 Sean’s	 grandparents	 are	 Robert	 and	 Ev-
elyn	Conley	of	Sylva,	NC,	Sidney	Moore	Jr.	and	
Minnie	 Goodbear-Moore	 of	 Albuquerque,	 NM,	
Jim and Beatrice Monk of Locust Grove, OK and 
Jimmy	and	Coleta	Williams	of	Kansas,	OK.

Sean Taylor Williams

	 Daylen	 Clouse	
from	 Oaks,	 Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 the	
Northeast	 Technology	
Center with a certificate 
of	 completion	 in	 Auto	
Mechanics.		His	parents	
are	 Cosondra	 Clouse	 of	
Oaks	and	Allen	Clouse	of	Arkansas.		His	grandmoth-
er is Molly Nofire of Twin Oaks.  He is employed at 
Superior	Ford	in	Siloam	Springs,	Arkansas.

Daylen Clouse

	 Gaye	 Cochran	
from	Salina,	Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 North-
east	 Technology	 Cen-
ter	in	Pryor,	Oklahoma	
with a certificate of 
completion	 in	 Market-
ing/Sales.	 	 She	 was	 a	
member	 of	 the	 DECA	
Club.		She	is	the	daugh-
ter	of	Betty	Arthurs.
	 Her	 future	 plans	 include	 getting	 a	 job	 or	
furthering	her	education.

Gaye Cochran

 Kristi Gonzales 
from	 Welling,	 Oklaho-
ma earned a certificate 
of	 completion	 in	 Busi-
ness	 Technology.	 	 Her	
parents	are	Herbert	and	
Shirlene Gonzales.  Her 
grandparents	 are	 John	
and Kathy Gonzales and Junior and Edna Scraper.  
Her	future	plans	include	getting	a	good	job.

Kristi Gonzales

Jamie Danielle Wagnon

	 Amber	Ward	of	
the	 Eucha	 community	
graduated	 from	 Col-
cord	High	School.		Her	
parents	are	Alice	Ward	
and	Delbert	Ward.		Her	
grandmother	 is	 Susie	
Bark	of	Kenwood.		Her	
goals	for	the	future	are	
to	 raise	 her	 children,	
Rohland,	 Rhiver	 and	
Amary	showing	them	anything	is	possible	as	long	
as	you	just	believe	in	yourself.

Amber Ward

	 Morgan	 Nicole	
Whaler	 from	 Watts,	
Oklahoma	 gradu-
ated	 from	 Watts	 High	
School.	 	 She	 was	 a	
member	 of	 the	 year-
book	staff	and	was	the	
Senior	 Football	 Atten-
dant.		
Morgan	 is	 the	 daugh-
ter	of	Henry	and	Peggy	
Whaler.	 	Her	grandparents	 are	Dora	Whaler	 and	
the	late	Henry	Whaler	of	Chewey	and	Joe	and	Di-
anne	Willis	of	Stilwell,	Oklahoma	and	Mike	and	
Margaret Lowe of Boys Ranch, Texas.  She plans 
to	either	attend	Indian	Capital	Technology	Center	
or	to	attend	NSU	to	study	journalism.

Morgan Nicole Whaler

Sara Vann
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		Samantha	Gaines	from	
Jay,	 Oklahoma	 gradu-
ated	 from	 Northeast	
Technology	 Center’s	
North	 Campus	 in	 Af-
ton,	 Oklahoma	 with	 a	
Certificate of Practical 
Nursing.	 	 Her	 parents	
are	 Mark	 and	 Renee	
Pickle	 and	 her	 grand-
parents	 are	 Robert	
Hogshooter	 and	 Jessie	
Coker	and	Mark	and	Edith	Pickle.	 	She	plans	 to	
attend	NEO	to	earn	an	Associate’s	Degree.

	 Eugenia	 Ray	
Hawkins	from	Stilwell,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	 Indian	 Capital	
Technology	 Center,	
Stilwell	 campus.	 	 She	
completed 1050 hours 
in	 the	payroll	account-
ing	clerk	program.

Eugenia Ray Hawkins

	 Aubry	 Mouse	
(Whaler)	 from	
Tahlequah,	 Oklahoma,	
graduated	 from	 Indian	
Capital	 Technology	
Center with a certificate 
of	 completion	 in	 Busi-
ness.		She	served	as	the	
Vice	President	of	B.P.A.	and	was	awarded	sever-
al	competition	awards	as	well	as	 the	Skills	USA	
Community	Service	Award.		
	 Her	parents	are	Charlie	and	Bertha	Whal-
er.		Her	grandparents	are	the	late	John	Mouse	and	
Rosie	 Mouse	 and	 Jennie	 Whaler.	 	 She	 plans	 to	
obtain	 employment	 and	 continue	 her	 education	
in	Business	at	Connors	State	College	and	plans	to	
own	her	own	business.

Aubry Mouse (Whaler)

      Lucilina Robbins 
completed	coursework	
for	 the	 Cherokee	 Na-
tion	 Business	 Class.		
Her	mother	 is	 the	 late	
Nancy	Pickup	Rock.

Lucilina Robbins

	 Samra	 D.	 Vann	
from	 the	 Rocky	 Ford	
Community	 graduated	
from	 Northeast	 Tech-
nology	 Center	 in	 Kan-
sas,	 Oklahoma	 with	 a	
certificate of comple-
tion in Long Term 
Care	 Nursing	Assistant.	 	 She	 is	 the	 daughter	 of	
Treesa	and	Don	Vann.	 	Her	grandmother	 is	Mil-
dred	Smith.		She	plans	to	go	to	college	to	get	her	
Licensed Practical Nursing Degree and then her 
Registered	Nursing	Degree.

Samra D. Vann

	 Gay	 Dawn	
Channel	 from		
Tahlequah,	 Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Con-
nor’s	 State	 College	
with	 an	 Associate’s	
Degree	 in	 Nursing.		
She	 is	 the	 daughter	 of	
Joni	Wacoche	and	Glen	
Thompson.	 	 She	 has	
two	 sons,	 Radek,	 and	
Legend.  Her grandparents are the late Katie Wac-
oche	and	 the	 late	 Johnson	Wacoche	and	 the	 late	
Catherine	and	James	Thomspon.		She	is	employed	
at	Tahlequah	City	Hospital	and	plans	to	continue	
her	education	at	Northeastern	State	University.

Gay Dawn Channel

	 Zack	 Christie	
from	 Kansas,	 Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Northeastern	 Okla-
homa A & M College 
with	 an	 Associate’s	
Degree	in	Forestry	and	
Wildlife.	 	 His	 parents	
are	Willie	Christie	and	D’Aunn	Glass.		His	grand-
parents are Dale and Christine Lynn and Buck and 
Ailene	Christie.		
	 He	plans	to	attend	NSU	to	further	his	edu-
cation in environmental science and fight wild 
land fires.

Zack Christie

	 Monica	 Flynn	
from	Tahlequah,	Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Carl	 Albert	 State	 Col-
lege	 with	 an	 Associ-
ate’s	 of	 Arts	 degree.		
She	 is	 the	 daughter	 of	
Humpy	 and	 Dorothy	
Bark.	 	 She	 plans	 on	
getting	 her	 Bachelor’s	
degree	in	Education.
	 Monica	 said,	
“	 I	 would	 like	 to	 thank	 the	 UKB	 Education	 de-
partment	 for	 helping	 me	 receive	 my	Associate’s	
degree.	 I	 could	 not	 have	 done	 this	 without	 their	
support!	 	They	believed	 in	me	and	helped	me	at	
the	last	moment	and	because	of	that	I	took	Algebra	
for	the	last	time	and	passed.		I	have	four	kids	so	
the	UKB’s	help	not	only	changed	my	life	but	my	
children’s	as	well.		Wa	do!”

Monica Flynn

	 	 	 	 	Kendal	Humming-
bird	 from	 Stilwell,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
from	 Haskell	 Indian	
Nations	University	with	
an	 Associate’s	 Degree	
in	 Physical	 Education.		
His	 parents	 are	 Becky	
Hawkins	 and	 Johnny	
Hummingbird,	 Jr.	 	 His	
grandparents are Lana Sue Hawkins and the late 
Jim	 Hawkins	 and	 Susie	 and	 Johnnie	 Humming-
bird.
	 He	 plans	 to	 continue	 his	 education	 at	
Haskell	in	the	fall	to	work	toward	a	Bachelor’s	de-
gree.

Kendal Hummingbird

	 	 	 	 William	 and	 Jane	
Chewey	 would	 like	 to	
announce	 the	 gradua-
tion	 of	 their	 youngest	
daughter,	 Kelli	 Chew-
ey.		Kelli	is	an	enrolled	
member	 of	 the	 United	
Keetoowah	 Band	 of	
Cherokees.		Kelli	grad-
uated	May	8,	2009	with	
her	Bachelor’s	in	Busi-
ness	 with	 an	 emphasis	
in	Tribal	Management.		Kelli	would	like	to	thank	
the	 Keetoowah	 Education	 department	 for	 all	 of	
their	 help	 throughout	her	 schooling.	 	She	would	
also	 like	 to	 thank	her	mother	and	 father	and	her	
sister Lacie. 

Kelli Chewey

						Shannon	GoingSnake	
graduated	 from	 North-
eastern	 State	 University	
on	May	16,	 2009	with	 a	
Bachelor’s	degree	in	Ac-
counting.	 	Shannon	said,	
“Without	 the	 support	 of	
my	 family	 and	 my	 tribe	
(UKB)	I	would	not	have	
been	able	to	complete	this	
task.	 	 My	 husband	 Jan-
Michael	GoingSnake,	along	with	my	two	daughters	
Athena	 and	 Emerald	 GoingSnake	 were	 my	 main	
inspiration	 for	 attempting	 college.	 	 I	 also	 had	 the	
support	of	my	father	William	Shade	and	my	mother	
Nancy	Proctor.		The	United	Keetoowah	Band	gave	
me financial assistance which was a big help.”
												She	said	she	is	looking	forward	to	starting	
graduate	school	at	the	NSU	Broken	Arrow	Campus	
next	year	but	will	enjoy	her	time	off	for	the	time	be-
ing.		Shannon	and	Jan-Michael	are	expecting	a	third	
child	(baby	girl!)	any	day	now	so	her	main	hobby	for	
the	summer	will	be	spoiling	her.		
												Shannon	said,	“I	just	wanted	to	take	this	op-
portunity	to	thank	my	family	and	the	UKB	for	all	the	
support	they	have	given	me	in	the	past	four	years.”

Shannon GoingSnake

 Brenda Gonzalis 
from	Stilwell,	Oklahoma,	
graduated	from	Northeast-
ern	 State	 University	 with	
a	 Bachelor’s	 of	 Science	
Degree	 in	 Criminal	 Jus-
tice.	 	 She	 was	 a	 member	
of	the	Dean’s	Honor	Roll	
two	semesters.		She	is	the	
daughter of the late Lillie 
Mae	Grimmett	and	Eugene	“Butch”	Eagle.		Her	future	
plans	include	attending	a	Master	Program	in	the	fall.

Brenda Gonzalis

	 	 	 Angela	 Humming-
bird	 from	 Stilwell,	
Oklahoma	 graduated	
Magna Cum Laude 
from	 Haskell	 Indian	
Nations	 University	
with	 a	 Bachelor’s	 of	
Science	degree	in	Busi-
ness	 Administration.		
Her	 parents	 are	 Becky	
Hawkins	 and	 Johnny	
Hummingbird,	Jr.		Her	
grandparents are Lana Sue Hawkins and the late 
Jim	 Hawkins	 and	 Susie	 and	 Johnnie	 Humming-
bird.
	 She	 plans	 to	 move	 to	 the	 San	 Francisco	
Bay area to be with her boyfriend and find employ-
ment.		Eventually,	she	would	like	to	get	a	Masters’	
degree	in	Accounting.

Angela Hummingbird
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	 	 	 	 	 	 Alisha	 Johnston	
from	Tahlequah,	Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Northeastern	State	Uni-
versity	 with	 a	 Bache-
lor’s	of	Science	degree	
in	 Criminal	 Justice.		
She	 graduated	 with	
honors	 –	 Magna	 Cum	
Laude.  Her parents are 
Nadine	 Baucher	 and	
Frank	Johnston	and	her	grandparents	are	Dorothy	
and	Mac	McCulley.		She	plans	to	attend	graduate	
school	in	the	fall.

Alisha Johnston

	 	 	 Kimberly	 Denise	
King	from	Pryor,	Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
the	University	of	Okla-
homa	 with	 Bachelor’s	
degree	 in	 Psychology.		
Her	 mother	 is	 Vickie	
Woodruff	and	her	step-
father	Joe	Woodruff;	and	her	dad	is	David	King.		
Her grandparents are Lena and Albert Wofford 
and	Eva	King	and	Davis	King.
	 Kimberly	plans	 to	attend	graduate	school	
to	 obtain	 her	 Masters’	 degree	 in	 counseling	 at	
NSU,	and	then	she	plans	to	obtain	her	doctorate	in	
clinical	psychology.

Kimberly Denise King

Samantha Gaines



	 Amanda	 Mink	
from	 Stilwell,	 Okla-
homa	 graduated	 from	
Northeastern	State	Uni-
versity	 with	 a	 Bache-
lor’s	 Degree	 in	 Busi-
ness	 Administration	
Human	Resource	Man-
agement.		Her	parents	are	Dennis	Mink	and	Mary	
Samms.		Her	grandparents	are	Frank	Mink	and	the	
late Emma Mink, and Bill and Lou Ann Collins 
and	the	late	Goodloe	Samms.		Her	great	grandpar-
ents	are	Ruby	Samms	and	the	late	Floyd	Samms.		
	 She	plans	 to	 return	 to	NSU	and	work	 to-
ward	a	Master’s	Degree.		She	eventually	plans	to	
move	to	North	Carolina.

Amanda Mink

Jeremy	Chuculate	from	
the	 Rocky	 Ford	 Com-
munity	graduated	from	
Oaks	 Mission	 High	
School.	 	 His	 parents	
are	Adam	and	Amanda	
Chuculate.		His	grand-
father	 is	Jess	Cochran.		
He	plans	to	attend	col-
lege	 to	 play	 baseball	
and	 major	 in	 sports	
medicine.

Jeremy Chuculate

	 Raynee	 Skye	
Nofire, 5, recently 
graduated	 Kindergar-
ten	 from	 Grandview	
Public	 School.	 	 She	
is	 the	 daughter	 of	 Joe	
Christie	 and	 Kendall		
Budder	 and	 Eugene	
Nofire.  She has 2 sib-
lings,	 Kaeden	 and	 Je-
riah.	 	 Her	 hobbies	 are	 playing	 with	 her	 brother	
and	sister	and	spending	time	with	her	family	and	
friends.		Raynee	hopes	to	become	a	doctor	when	
she	grows	up.
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	 Chelsea	O’Field	
from	 Jay,	 Oklahoma	
graduated	 from	 Jay	
High	 School.	 She	 was	
a	member	of	the	varsity	
sofdtball	 team,	 FOMC	
and	 FCA.	 	 She	 is	 the	
daughter	 of	 Wendell	
Phillip	 O’Field.	 	 Her	 grandparents	 are	 the	 late	
Patsy	and	Robert	O’Field,	Sr.		She	plans	to	attend	
Haskell	Indian	Nations	University	in	the	fall.

Raynee Skye Nofire

Chelsea O’Field

2009 UKB Graduates
Chelsea O’Field

Alisha Johnston and Brenda Gonzales who just grad-
uated in May.  Both are Criminal Justice majors.

Chelsea	O’Field	gradu-
ated	 from	 Jay	 High	
School.	 She	 is	 the	
daughter	 of	 Wendell	
O’Field.	Her	grandpar-
ents	 are	 the	 late	 Patsy	
and	 Robert	 O’Field,	
Sr.	She	plans	 to	attend	
Haskell	Indian	Nations	
University	in	the	fall.


